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NANDIGRAM IN Purbo
Medinipur district once cata-
pulted Mamata Banerjee to
power. Fourteen years later,
Nandigramdefinesher
battle to return to
power for the third
time.However, therein
endsthesimilarity.The
land acquisition agita-
tionof2007isoldnews,
Nandigram is now re-
verberating with the
sharp polarisation that

marks the bitter Trinamool-BJP
battle forBengal.
Mamata has upped the

stakesbydeclaringhercandida-
ture from the seat, thus pitting
herselfdirectlyagainstSuvendu
Adhikari,oneof theBJP’sbiggest
acquisitionsfromtheTrinamool.

Adhikari was not just
the face of the
Trinamool in Nandi-
gram, he was also the
face of the party’s land
proteston theground.
Mamataloomsover

Nandigram in graffiti,
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ASADREHMAN
BALRAMPUR(UP),MARCH2

THEREISanunfinishedroomon
thefirstfloor.Thereare700wed-
ding cards lying in a corner.
There’s a father, a mother, a
brother, and threesisters.
All they want is closure —

deadoralive.
OnJune22lastyear,Subhan

Ali, a 27-year-old Indian
Engineering Services (IES) offi-
cer with the Border Roads
Organisation(BRO),wentmiss-
ingafterthevehicle inwhichhe
was travellingwith adriver fell
into the Drass river from the
Zozila-Kargil-Lehroad.His fam-
ily inUttarPradesh’sBalrampur
is still waiting to know what
happened tohim.
Theyhavebeen to the siteof

the accident twice. They have
beentoldbyofficialsthatthedri-
ver’s bodywas recovered a few
kilometres from the spot. Last

month, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singhwrote toAmroha
MP Kunwar Danish Ali, who is
supporting the family, that a
DNA test on “an unidentified
body” recovered from the river
on the other side of the border,
five days after the accident,
would takemore time.
But last week, theywere in-

formed that the test conducted
by the Central Forensic Science
Laboratory in Chandigarh, with
coordination fromPakistaniau-
thorities,hadledtoanotherdead
end.“ItdidnotmatchtheirDNA.

Thereportcameafewdaysago,”
saysKargil SPAnayatAli.
“If we saw his body, we

wouldat leastknowthathehas
leftus.Buttillnow,allourefforts
havebeen futile,” saysSubhan’s
father Ramjan Ali (56), a tailor
from Kauwapur village. “It has
beeneightmonths....”
Subhan’sbrotherSahbanAli

struggles to speak, taking deep
breaths before breaking down.
“Mymother cries all the time,
andkeepsaskingabouthim.We
havetoldhertostaybusyteach-
ing theQuran to children in the

neighborhood,”hesays.
“Subhanwasoureverything.

Hewassobright.Hewasthedis-
tricttopperintheClassXandXII
exams, and all hewanted to do
was work for the country... He
sent half his salary home every
month,” says Sahban (33), who
runs an IAS coaching centre in
DelhiandisalawyerattheDelhi
HighCourt.
Sabhanismarriedwithanin-

fantsonwhousedtocallSubhan
“papa”.“Duringourschooldays,
Subhanand I realisedhowhard
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SubhanAli’s fatherandbrotheroutsidethefamily’shomein
Balrampur.Aroomwasbeingbuilt forAli.AsadRehman

Unfinished room, wedding cards await missing BRO engineer
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Centre extends reach of vaccination: longer
sessions, all private hospitals can be roped in
Govttakesnoteofovercrowding,ICMRchiefclarifiesthatbothvaccinessafetobeadministeredforthoseonbloodthinners

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

WITHOVER50 lakh beneficiar-
ies registering forCovid-19vac-
cinationsince thesecondphase
oftheinoculationdrivebeganon
Monday,andwithovercrowding
being reported in several parts
of the country, the Centre on
Tuesdaydirectedstatestoutilise
all private hospitals, including
those that are not empanelled
undergovernmenthealthinsur-
ance schemes, for the vaccina-
tionexercise.
TheCentrehasalsosaid that

hospitals can, in consultation
withstategovernments,extend
their vaccination sessions, and
that it is notmandatory to limit
the session to 5 pm. Besides,

states and hospitals have been
told “to open the vaccination
slots for 15 days to a month”.
Currently,beneficiariesapplying
on the Co-WIN portal can only
findslots foraweek.
In the first two days of the

secondphaseof thevaccination
drive that beganMonday— for
those above60years of age and
thoseabove45yearswithasso-
ciated co-morbidities—around
10,000privatehospitalsempan-
elled under Ayushman Bharat,
600 under the Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS), and State Health
Insurance were designated as
vaccinationcentres.
Thedirectiontostatestofur-

ther ramp up coverage and en-
list all private hospitals was

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PhD thesis: Swamy raises
objection, Govt asks for a
copy, IIM-A pushes back
Swamyaskswhy ‘uppercaste’ tag for
BJP;Directorsaysnorole forMinistry

PARIMALDABHI
AHMEDABAD,MARCH2

DAYS AFTER its impressivewin
inelectionstosixmunicipalcor-
porations in Gujarat, the BJP
Tuesday swept the elections to
district panchayats, taluka pan-
chayatsandmunicipalities,rout-
ing theCongress.
Such was the mandate for

theBJP– itclaimedvictory inall
31 district panchayats, around
200 of 231 taluka panchayats
and 75 of 81 municipalities
whichwent to polls — that the
Congress, which hadmade sig-
nificantgainsin2015whenelec-
tions to these local bodieswere
held in the backdrop of the
Patidar quota agitation, was
washedouteven in itsbastions.
Gujarat Pradesh Congress

Committee (GPCC) chief Amit
Chavda and Leader of
Opposition in Assembly Paresh
Dhanani resigned from their
posts, taking responsibility for
the debacle. It has set off alarm
bells in the party given that the
stateAssemblyelectionsaredue
nextyear.
A CongressMLA and family

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AMILBHATNAGAR&
AVANEESHMISHRA
HATHRAS,LUCKNOW,MARCH2

A 50-YEAR-OLDmanwas shot
dead in Hathras Monday, al-
legedlybyamanaccusedofmo-
lesting his daughter two years
ago. Police said the accused,
Gaurav Sharma, had allegedly
molested the victim’s daughter
in 2018, following which a ri-
valry had ensued between the
two families.
OnMondayevening, theac-

cused, along with five others,
opened fire at her father inside
their village inHathras district,
police said. The man was
rushed to the nearest hospital
wherehewasdeclaredbrought
dead, they said.

Themurdertriggeredapolit-
ical firestorm in Uttar Pradesh
with leaders of the ruling BJP
claiming that the accused is a
Samajwadi Party leader. The SP,

however, denied the claim and
criticised the government for
the law and order situation in
thestate.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,MARCH2

THE RULING BJP in Karnataka
found itself mired in a contro-
versy Tuesdaywith a video CD
allegedly featuring Water
Resources Minister Ramesh
Jarkiholi and a young unidenti-
fiedwoman, and audio conver-
sations between the two, being
playedontelevisionchannels.
A social activist, Dinesh

Kalahalli, who claimed hewas
authorisedbythewoman’sfam-
ily, later filed a complaint with
the Cubbon Park police in
Bengaluru alleging that the
woman in the video clips was

enticedbytheministerwiththe
offerof agovernment job.
Thepolice are yet to register

a formal case and are verifying
the legitimacyof thecomplaint,
DeputyCommissionerof Police
(Central)MNAnuchethsaid.
KarnatakaChiefMinisterBS

Yediyurappa held a meeting
with party colleagues, and
sourcesinthegovernmentsaida
decision on seeking Jarkiholi’s
resignation will be taken after
hearing him out. “Party leaders
will decide on the issue,” said
Primary Education Minister
SureshKumar.
While BJP leaders have not

reacted on the issue, Jarkiholi
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JIMMYLEIVON
IMPHAL,MARCH2

ADAYafter thedistrict authori-
ties in Imphal issued anotice to
news website The Frontier
Manipur,askingitto“furnishrel-
evant documents” showing
“compliance”with the govern-
ment’snewrules fordigitalme-
dia, the Centre informed the
Manipur government on
Tuesday that the implementa-
tion of the new Digital Media
Ethics Codewas notwithin the
state’s purview. The noticewas
withdrawnbyTuesdayevening.
TheMarch 1 notice, signed

by Naorem Praveen Singh,
Deputy Commissioner, Imphal
West, was addressed to the
“publisher/ intermediary” of
“Khanasi Neinasi”, aweekly on-
line discussion programme
hostedonTheFrontierManipur’s
Facebookpage.
Paojel Chaoba, Executive

Editor of The Frontier Manipur,
said apolice teamdelivered the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Alongqueueforvaccinationat theBKCCovidcentre inMumbaionTuesday.GaneshShirsekar

Fresh trouble for BSY
govt, Jarkiholi caught
in a sex CD scandal

NEWRULESFOR
DIGITALMEDIA

Imphal dist
admin takes
back notice
to site after
Centre rap Battlelines in Nandigram between

communities, Adhikari vs Mamata

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

ONEINCIDENTofficiallyflagged
inthegovernment’sjustification
forabiggersayinthefunctioning
of the IIMs last year was a case
involving a PhD thesis at IIM-
Ahmedabad in which the
Institute’sdirector,ErolD’Souza,
hadputhis footdown.
Thiswas a dissertationwith

threeessaysonelectoraldemoc-
racy approved for the award of
PhDdegreeataseminarchaired
byD’Souza inMarch2020.
The Ministry of Education

(MoE)hadaskedtheInstitutefor
acopyof thethesisinApril2020
after Rajya Sabha MP
SubramanianSwamysenta let-
ter to the PrimeMinister alleg-
ing that the thesis said the
Bharatiya JanataParty (BJP) and

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
MamatahoardingsdominateNandigram. ParthaPaul

BJP vs SP in UP as man on bail for
molestation kills victim’s father

Spotwherethe50-yr-oldwasshot inHathras.GajendraYadav

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

50LAKHREGISTERED,4.34LAKHGETSHOTS INTWODAYS

BJP sweeps Gujarat
local bodies, Cong
loses even bastions

DECISION
2020
WEST
BENGAL

INSIDE

NIA TAKESOVER
PROBE INTOATTACK
ONBENGALMINISTER
PAGE 6

LANKACLEARSPORT
TOBEBUILT BYADANI,
JAPAN FIRMS PAGE 5

IN CAR, ONPHONE: TN
IPSOFFICER LISTS
HARASSMENTBYDGP
PAGE6

AYEAR to theAssembly
polls, theCongress is
losing time to get its
house together,with
Tuesday’s results further
hurting theparty. The
gains from thequota ag-
itationhave evaporated.

ForCong,
2022a
worryE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

PriyankaVadraatSadhuru
teagardeninBiswanath,
Assam,Tuesday.PTI

INASSAM,CONGVOWS
TONULLIFYCAA PAGE6

CRACKSWITHINTHE
GROUPOF23 PAGE5

NAVALNYARREST: US,
EU SLAPSANCTIONS
ONOFFICIALS PAGE 14

THEWORLD

New Delhi



Hathras killing
“Police teams reached the

spot and found the injured vic-
tim.Hediedonhiswaytohospi-
tal. Itwasfoundthattheaccused
and victim had an argument,
which escalated. The victim’s
family had accused Gaurav of
molestation in 2018 for which
he was in jail for a month and
later released on bail. One ac-
cused has been arrested and
otherswillbecaughtsoon,"said
Vineet Jaiswal, SPHathras.
According to police, the ac-

cused alongwith his wife and
auntwerevisitingatempleclose
to their house. The victim’s
daughterswerealsopresentand
the two families got into an ar-
gument. Gaurav and the other
accused then went to the vic-
tim’s field, where he was har-
vesting potatoes, and allegedly
opened fire,police said.
The victim’s family has al-

legedthathewaskilledbecause
of the complaint made by his
younger daughter, on the basis
of which a case of molestation
wasregisteredagainstGaurav.
“Around6-7ofthemshotmy

father multiple times. He had
nothingtodowiththeargument
in the temple. Gaurav Sharma
firstmolestedmeandwhenmy
father filed a case, he did this,”
thevictim’s 25-year olddaugh-
ter said.
An FIR formurder has been

filed against Gaurav Sharma,
Rohtas Sharma, Nikhil Sharma
and Lalit Sharma, along with
two unnamed accused. Lalit
Sharmawas arrested Tuesday,
theothersareabsconding.
The family alleged that the

accused,forseveralyears,would
harassthem,flaunthis“political
connections” and pressure the
victim’sdaughterforfriendship
and latermarriage.
“Ihavebeenraisedinthisvil-

lagewhileGauravwouldvisithis
relativeshere. Inhispictureson
social media, he can be seen
brandishingguns.Andhewould
dothesameinthevillage.Heof-
ten passed lewd comments.
Despitemy refusal, he kept ha-
rassing me to get married to
him.Oneday,when Iwasalone
in the house, he molested me
andthenthreatenedmyfamily,"
said thevictim’sdaughter.
Policerecordsshowthat the

woman filedanFIR in July2018
against Gaurav. The FIR stated
thatsincetheaccusedwasadis-
tantrelative,thevictimhadbeen
in touchwithhim.
The statements of the ac-

cusedhadbeenrecordedinalo-
cal courtandtrial ispending.
Speaking to The Indian

Express,thewomansaid:“There
was a timewewere scared be-
cause his threats did not stop.
Then for one-and-a-half years,
he didn’t say anything andwe
thought the worst was over.
When his family saw us again,
he became enraged. He’s a
known SPworker and very in-
fluential.”
Gaurav originally hails from

Shravastiwherehisfatherworks
inthegovernment’sAgricultural
Department.Hewouldvisit the
victim’svillagesincehisrelatives
livedhere.MostofGaurav’spo-
litical activitieswere limited to
Aligarh,police said.
Taking to Twitter, BJP MP

from Kannauj, Subrat Pathak,
whoisalsotheBJPstategeneral
secretary,posted:“Bewareofthe
red cap [worn by SPworkers].
ThisSamajwadileaderhaskilled
the father of a Brahmin girl for
opposing hermolestation. The
SamajwadiParty supports such
criminals. Bigger the criminal,
bigger theSamajwadi.”
In a pressmeet, Samajwadi

Party president Akhilesh Yadav
didnot address allegations that
Gauravwas an SPmember and
was at the farmers’ protests on
thebehalf of theparty.
"AsktheChiefMinisterwhat

hehas to say about theHathras
daughterwhoiscrying.Didyou
hear how she is crying? This is

the situation in Uttar Pradesh,
andtheCMisroaminginBengal.
A delegation of the Samajwadi
Partywill soon go tomeet her,"
saidYadav.
However,Yadav losthis cool

when a journalist pointed out
that an FIR had been registered
in themolestationcase in2018,
and said, "You are sold (bikey
hue).Herfatherdiedandyouare
doing drama. I know how you
peoplegetadvertisements."
SPspokespersonJuhieSingh

saidtheaccused“isneitherasit-
ting office bearer in the party,
nor he is a spokesperson”.
Former SP MLA and former
Forest State Minister Pawan
Pandey posted pictures of the
accused with Aligarh BJP MP
SatishGautamand alleged that
they show he got shelter from
therulingparty.

Imphal admin
notice at his residence on
Mondaymorning.
“It has come to our notice

that you are providing online
newsservicesonnewsandcur-
rent affairs on the socialmedia
platform through the Facebook
page Khanasi Neinasi,” the no-
tice said.
Citing the new rules, it said:

“Youareherebydirected to fur-
nishall the relevantdocuments
showing that you ensure com-
pliance of the provision of the
Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
DigitalMediaEthicsCode)Rules,
2021, failing which steps as
deemed fit shall be initiated
without furthernotice.”
But in a note addressed to

ManipurChief SecretaryRajesh
KumaronTuesday,AmitKhare,
Secretary, Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
said: “the requirement of fur-
nishing of information anddis-
closure of information (under
thenewrules fordigitalmedia)
are to be administered by the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. These powers
have not been delegated to the
stategovernment/districtmag-
istrate/policecommissioner.”
OnTuesdayevening,thedis-

trict authorities sent a second
notice,informingthattheearlier
notice had been withdrawn.
Chaoba said the second notice
was pasted outside his resi-
dence.
“It is to inform you that this

office notice... dated March 1,
2021servedtoyoustandswith-
drawnwith immediate effect,”
said the second notice, also
signedbySingh.
Singhcouldnotbecontacted

onTuesday.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Chaobasaid: “Iwasar-
rested recently under sedition
charge, andmy family is yet to
recover from the trauma...
Sendingapoliceteamtomyres-
idence to deliver the notice
speaks for itself, this is nothing
but intimidation.”
He said the focus of the re-

cent Khanasi Neinasi pro-
grammewas freedomof press.
“Wewill file a petition in court
against thenotice,”hesaid.
In January, Chaoba and his

Editor-in-Chief Dhiren
Sadokpamwere detained for a
night over an article in The
Frontier Manipur which al-
legedly“endorsedrevolutionary
ideologies”.Theywerereleased
the following day after they re-
portedlyadmittedoversight.

WITHENS,NEWDELHI

BRO engineer
itwastogetapropereducation.
Wehadtotravel15kmtoschool
and itwasdifficult, considering
thatour fatherwasatailoratan
exporthouse inDelhi,”hesays.
“ButSubhandidhisB.Techin

Civil Engineering from Jamia
Millia Islamia.And later,bothof
us bought some land near the
village to open a school for un-
derprivilegedchildrenfromthe
village,sootherswouldnothave
to fight for an education,” says

Sahban.
ThefamilysaysSubhanhada

“knack to crackcompetitiveex-
aminations”. “Without any
coaching, he first clearedanex-
aminationandwasappointedas
a Junior Engineer in the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
in 2016-17. After that, he gave
the examination for Indian
Engineering Services (IES) and
cracked it in the first attempt,”
says thebrotherwhile showing
newspaper clippingswithpho-
tographs of Subhan alongwith
other toppers after theClassXII
results.
After working as a Junior

EngineeratDDA,Subhanjoined
the BRO in January 2020. Leh
washis firstposting.Thefamily,
meanwhile,managedtoconvert
their“kucchahouse”intoatwo-
storeyed building. “The con-
structionhappenedafterwegot
somefinancialstabilitybecause
SubhanandIwerebothearning
well,” saysSahban.
But the longwait is nowbe-

ginning to take a toll, in more
ways than one. “Our savings
have been exhausted, and we
have receivedno financial help.
I had to go to Kargil twice to
searchformybrotherwithhelp
from the local administration
and anNGO.Mywork has also
stoppedbecauseIhavetostayat
home to look aftermy parents
andfamily,”saysSabhan,adding
that his father had survived a
heartattack10yearsago.
Of the three sisters, Nazia

(22)ispursuinganM.Techwhile
Seema (25) and Shama (31) are
school teachers. “Subhan was
scheduled to get married last
March, but thatwas postponed
due to the lockdown. We had
donemost of the preparation.
ThecardswereprintedinDelhi,
and we were getting a room

constructed for himon the first
floorwithexpensivefittings.But
now, no one goes upstairs be-
cause it justbreaksus,” says the
brother.

IIM PhD thesis
the Bahujan Samaj Party were
“ethnicallyconstituted”parties.
And that the BJP is a "a pro-
Hinduuppercasteparty."
In his letter, Swamysaid the

PM was not an upper-caste
leaderandsuchdepictionswere
“propagated” byBritishhistori-
ans to show India was never
“one country” and its society
wasneverunited.
Swamy had urged the gov-

ernment that IIM-A should be
directed to "re-examine" the
thesis by independent profes-
sors and that the PhD kept on
holduntil then.
Whenasked to share a copy

of the thesis, D’Souzawrote to
theMoEsayingthattheMinistry
is not an arbiter of complaints
regardinga thesis.
He is learned to have also

saidthattheThesisAdvisoryand
Examination Committee of the
Institutehadreadthethesis,and
parts of it were presented to a
select academic community at
the viva, and anyone having a
complaintshouldhaveraisedat
these forums.
When contacted by The

Indian Express on Monday,
D’Souza declined to comment.
Sources said he had been sent
another “reminder” regarding
theministry’s request towhich
his response has not been re-
ceived.
D’Souza declining to share

the thesiswas cited in the gov-
ernment’sjustificationforseek-
ingpowerstoinitiateaninquiry
against the Board of Governors
(BoG)of an IIM, if it’s ostensibly

foundtobeacting,whatthegov-
ernmentthinks, isincontraven-
tionof the IIMAct.
That proposal has been

shelved after the LawMinistry
rejected the ideaon theground
that it’s inconsistent with the
provisionsof the IIMAct,which
givesunprecedentedautonomy
to the 20 business schools. And
that any provision permitting
thegovernmenttotakepunitive
action against the institute can
only be introduced through an
amendment in the law.
This is playing out amid a

larger debate on the IIMs’ insti-
tutionalautonomyandaccount-
ability. The latest in this is the
controversy in IIM-Calcutta
where the Board of Governors
and a significant section of the
faculty have objected to the
DirectorwiththeBoardclipping
herpowersof appointment last
week even though the rules of
the IIMAct have no such provi-
sion.

Sex CD scandal
himself remained incommuni-
cado. His phonewas switched
off.
Jarkiholi, 60, is a powerful

minister from the Belagavi re-
gion of north Karnataka in the
Yediyurappa-led BJP govern-
ment. A bitter personal feud
with current state Congress
President D K Shivakumar —
bothwere associates earlier —
over control of the Belagavi re-
gionisbelievedtobethereason
behind the collapse of the
Congress-JDScoalition in2019.
Heplayedakeyrole inengi-

neering defections of 17
Congress and JDSMLAs to the
BJP in2019.Thishadhelpedthe
BJP topple the Congress-JDS
coalitiongovernmentandcome
topower in July2019.

Since then, he has been a
central rallying point forMLAs
whoarenewentrantstotheBJP
and other rebels. He has also
been at the forefront of a cam-
paign to seek an increase in
quota for his ST Valmiki Nayak
community in thestate.
Jarkiholi is among four

brothers who are active in
Karnataka politics from the
Belagaviregionandisknownto
nurse an ambition to become
chiefminister.
The CD featuring Ramesh

Jarkiholi has comeaheadof the
announcementofbypollstothe
Belagavi Lok Sabha seat which
fellvacantlastyearfollowingthe
death from Covid-19 of Suresh
Angadi, the then Minister of
State for Railways in the
NarendraModi-ledgovernment
at theCentre.
Following the emergence of

the alleged sex CD on Tuesday,
youthCongressworkers staged
protests indifferentpartsof the
statedemandingJarkiholi’s res-
ignation.
TheBJP iswary of theCD is-

suedisruptingabudget session
of the state legislaturewhich is
scheduled to commence on
March4.
In 2016, a seniorminister in

the then Congress government
in Karnataka led by then Chief
MinisterSiddaramaiahresigned
inthewakeofapurportedvideo
clip of the minister with a
womanwho approached him
foranofficial favour.
H Y Meti, then 71, was the

MinisterforExciseandwascon-
sideredtobeacloseassociateof
Siddaramaiah. An RTI activist
fromBellaryhadreleasedtheCD
of theministerwithawoman.
In2019,aBJPMLAhadfileda

complaintof beingavictimof a
gang involved in setting up

honey traps. Investigations by
the crime branch in Bengaluru
on the basis of the complaint
filedbythe49-year-oldBJPMLA
—whoobtainedarestrainingor-
der from the Karnataka high
courtandacivilcourtagainstbe-
ing identified in the media —
also revealed that the gang tar-
geted at least 12 other promi-
nent persons including politi-
ciansandofficials.

Nandigram
cutoutsandhoardingsdeclaring
‘Bangla Nijer Meyeke Chai
(Bengal wants her daughter)’.
But BJP flags jostle for space.
Adding to the crowd is Furfura
SharifclericAbbasSiddiqui,who
has demanded the seat for his
partyIndianSecularFrontinhis
alliance with the Left and
Congress.Withasignificantpro-
portion of the population in
NandigramMuslim, Siddiqui
will further queer Mamata’s
pitch.
At a rally in Hooghly on

January 21, Adhikari declared,
“They(theTrinamool) isrelying
on62,000votes(inNandigram),
but I have the support of 2.13
lakh people who chant Jai Shri
Ram.”
Won by the Trinamool in a

2009 bypoll, Nandigram
Assembly seat has since been
with the party -- Adhikari won
in 2016 by 81,230 votes. Before
that, itwasaCongressandthen
a CPI stronghold. In 2019, the
TamlukLokSabhaseatwaswon
byAdhikari’sbrotherDibyendu,
but the BJP had come second,
gettingover60,000votes in the
Nandigramsegment.Dibyendu
isalsowith theBJPnow.
TheTrinamoolcampaignfor

the Assembly seat is being run
from a two-storey house in
Tarachand Bar area of
Nandigram Block 1. Sitting in a
hall plasteredwith pictures of
Mamata, Trinamool district
vice-president Sheikh Sufian
says they are notworried. “The
BJP is trying todrawcommunal
lines intheNandigramseat.But
they will not be successful.
MamataBanerjeewillwinover-
whelmingly...SuvenduAdhikari
has made a political blunder,"
Sufian, 60, says, adding that the
BJPwould struggle to even put
up agents in 100 of the 355
pollingbooths.
As leader of the Bhumi

Ucched Pratirodh Committee
(BUPC), Sufian had led the
movementagainsttheLeftgov-
ernment’splanforlandacquisi-
tionforanSEZin2007.Hesaysit
was the Trinamool chief who
hadmade the world aware of
the "plight" of Nandigram and
broughtdevelopmenttothere-
gion. The last few years have
seen concrete roads, proper
drains, a super-specialty hospi-
tal, a drinking water project,
plans fora ferry toHaldia, anda
bus terminus come to
Nandigram.
About Siddiqui, Sufian says,

"Muslimsherearenotfools,and
Siddiquihasnoacceptance."
About 2 km from Sufian’s

home, a BUPC comrade,
Meghnad Pal, says he now has
security with him 24X7, ever
since he left the Trinamool for
the BJP. Meeting The Indian
Express in a room showing
CCTVfootageofoutside--onthe
condition that his location not
be disclosed -- the former
NandigramBlock1presidentof
the BJP says the Trinamool has
sentgoonsafterhim.
“I havewritten to theUnion

HomeMinister (Amit Shah) for
securitycover.InMuslimstrong-
holds likeKendamari,Daudpur,
Samsabad, ourworkers are not
allowed to campaign," Pal, 62,
says, warning that Trinamool
leaders can expect the same
treatment inHinduareas.
AccordingtoPal, theBJPwill

dowell inHindu-dominatedar-
eas in Nandigram 2 block.
"Nandigram 1 has around 34%
MuslimvoterswhileNandigram
2 has just around 10%... The BJP

will win by 70,000 votes." The
party isyet toannounce itscan-
didate fromtheseat.
DebangshuMaity,theBJPco-

convener for Nandigram, says
the regionsawhugecorruption
after the Amphan cyclone in
May last year. "Trinamool pan-
chayat leaders usurpedmoney
meantforthepoor.Doyouthink
peoplewill forget this?"
About 4 km away, in

Gopimohanpur village near
Chowringhee, Abu Taher too
livesundersecurity,Y-category,
provided by the state govern-
ment.Alsopartof theBUPCand
nowtheTrinamooldistrictgen-
eral secretary, Taher says the
2007agitationwasastruggleof
the people. "The people of
Nandigram lost their near and
dear ones. Suvendu Adhikari
came later."
Taher stresses that the BJP’s

polarisation tacticswon’twork.
"HindusandMuslimscelebrate
their festivals together in
Nandigram. They agitated to-
gether in2007."
However, it’s hard to escape

the tension in theair, especially
in the hushed tones in the
Muslim-dominated areas. “We
are in shock over Suvendu
Adhikari joiningtheBJP.TheBJP
is a communal party, how can
we vote for it?" says Sheikh
Taslim,acoconutsellerstanding
at the Debipur School corner,
addingthathewasgladMamata
had chosen to contest from
Nandigram. "She will surely
win."
Sheikh Zulfikar, who does

shrimp farmingon35bighasof
leased land in Kendamari, says
they loved Adhikari. "Then he
joinedtheBJPandstartedgiving
statements against Muslims...
Everyoneinourvillageandsur-
rounding areas will vote for
Mamata Banerjee. Shewill get
all theMuslim votes as well as
votesofwomeninthehousesof
BJP supporters,” Zulfiqar, who
sayshis2007agitationdaysare
farbehindhim,asserts.
InSonachura,RamenGosain,

a small farmer, says their sup-
port is for Adhikari, whatever
theparty.“Around2016,theBJP
startedworking here. But still a
majority of us were with the
Trinamool. But after Suvendu
babu joined theBJP, theparty is
ourchoice,”Gosainsays.
Fellow farmer Haripada

Samanta, standing beside
Gosain, says the Trinamool has
only itself to blame. "After
Amphan, Suvendu babu sus-
pendedalotofpanchayatmem-
bersandmadesomeofthemre-
turnthemoneytheytook.After
hewenttotheBJP, thosepeople
arebackwith theTrinamool."
As one ventures towards

Nandigram Block 2, the pres-
ence of the BJP gets more
marked.
In Berulia market, a two-

storey building adorned with
pictures of Lord Ram, Ganesha
and ‘Bharat Mata’ is the BJP’s
oldest office in the area. Party
district vice president Pralay
Pal, 42, saysAdhikari crossover
had boosted their confidence.
Pal adds, “There are around
62,000 Muslim votes out of a
total of around 2.75 lakh. So
consolidation will be there... A
sectionofMuslimstoowillvote
for us.”
Sabita Jana admits there is

"confusion". Standing not far
fromtheBJP office, themother
of two whose husband works
asacarpenter, says, “Ontheone
hand is Suvendu babu whom
weadmire,ontheotherhandis
Mamata Banerjee, whom we
love too. I amnot the only one,
manyare confused."
A fruit stall owner at the

ChowringheemarketinBlock1,
who refuses to give his name,
saysasurprisewillbeinstoreon
May2resultday,quitelikeinthe
2019LokSabhaelections,when
the BJP hadwon 18 seats. “We
are quiet now. But when the
timecomeswewillvotefor,you
know,whichparty."
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All private hospitals to now offer vaccination

BJP trounces Cong in Gujarat local body polls

communicated to states at a
high-levelmeetingonTuesday
chaired by Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan,
alongwith Dr Ram S Sharma,
chairman of the Empowered
Group on Vaccine
Administration.
Stateshavebeendirectedto

ensurethatallprivatehospitals
thatwilloperateasvaccination
centresmusthave“anadequate
number of vaccinators, ade-
quate space for observation of
the vaccinated, adequate cold
chain arrangement and ade-
quate arrangement for the
managementofAdverseEvents
FollowingImmunisation”.
Onextendingthetimelimit

forthesessions,Bhushan,inthe

weekly briefing earlier in the
day, said, "Co-WIN2.0 doesn’t
providefora9amto5pmvac-
cination session. It has done
awaywith the timeline. If the
hospital has the capacity, the
systempermits thehospital to
dovaccinationsevenafter5pm.
Theyneed to do it in consulta-
tionwithstategovernments.”
As on Tuesday, 4,34,981

beneficiaries in the twoprior-
ity groups have received the
first dose of the vaccine, the
Ministrysaid.
The Centre said there have

been about 50 lakh registra-
tions on the Co-WINwebsite
sinceMonday.“Nowiftheaver-
agenumberofbeneficiariesper
registration is around two, it

means as many as one crore
people have registered,”
Sharmasaid.
Duringtheweeklybriefing,

ICMRChiefDrBalramBhargava
clarified that both Covishield
and Covaxin are safe to be ad-
ministered for those on blood
thinners.
“Ihavesaidthisearlier... the

vaccinecanbeadministeredon
thosewho are on blood thin-
ners.Thosewhoarehavingas-
pirin can continue to have it.
Thosewho are on anti-coagu-
lants have to stop for 1-2 days
only because there could be a
clotneartheinjectionsite.There
isnocontraindicationeitherre-
latedtoanti-coagulantsoranti-
platelets,”Bhargavasaid.

Duringthereviewmeeting,
stateswereinformedthatthere
“there isno shortageof COVID
vaccines”. Stateshavebeendi-
rected to “not store, reserve,
conserve or create a buffer
stock of the COVIDvaccines at
theStateanddistrict levels”.
Meanwhile,theCentresaid

fivestatesandUnionTerritories
have administered the first
doseto100percentof thereg-
istered healthcare workers:
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, and
Lakshadweep. “Some of these
states had reported hesitancy.
Tamil Naduwas a particular
cause of concern. This is a sig-
nificant improvement,”
Bhushansaid.

members of five other party
MLAswere among those de-
feated.
Accordingtotheresultsan-

nounced by the State Election
Commission, theBJPwon800
of the 980 seats in 31 district
panchayatswhiletheCongress
managed169seats.
In the taluka panchayats,

theBJPwon3351of4774seats
against 1252 of the Congress.
In themunicipalities, the BJP
took 2085 of the 2720 seats
while 388 seats went to the
Congress.
PrimeMinister Narendra

Modi tweeted: “Gujarat is
firmlywiththeBJP’sagendaof
developmentandgoodgover-
nance.”
ChiefMinisterVijayRupani

told party workers: “Earlier,
therewasspeculationthatthe
BJP has presence in cities but
will not get votes/seats in vil-
lages. But we have got even
better results than in cities. At
some places, we arewinning
entirenagarpalikas.”
“This (victory) has laid the

foundation for the formation
of a BJP government in 2022
(aftertheAssemblyelections).”
BJPstatepresidentCRPaatil

toldpartyworkersthatthevot-
ershad“madeup for the2015
lossesbypayingbackwith in-
terest”. This time, the BJP par-
liamentary board had denied
tickets to those above the age
of60,familymembersofparty
functionaries, and thosewho
had completed three terms in
a localbody.
In 2015, the Congress had

swept the local body polls in
rural areas, winning 23 of 31
district panchayats and146of
231talukapanchayats.
Congress working presi-

dent Hardik Patel urged all
candidates “whowon or lost”
towork for thepeople, “In the
coming days, Congress party
will become a strong
Opposition and take its strug-
gletothestreets,andwinback
the confidence of the people.
Fromthestreets totheVidhan
Sabha, Congresswill prove to
bealeadingOppositionparty.”

Hardik Patel, whose outfit
Patidar Anamat Andolan
Samiti(PAAS)ledthequotaag-
itation, told The Indian Express
recentlythatthestateCongress
leadershipwas “not utilising”
him enough. He also said that
the leadership had to accept
the fact that the local body
electionsin2015werewonbe-
causeof theagitation.
LeaderofOppositionParesh

Dhanani,whoresignedafterthe
rout,toldTheIndianExpressthat
Gujaratneedsanewleadership
and, therefore,hehas resigned
as leader of the Congress
LegislatureParty(CLP).
“I had tenderedmy resig-

nation after the 26-0 result in
favour of the BJP in the 2019
Lok Sabha election. I had re-
peatedmyrequesttotheparty
leadershipafterwelostthere-
centAssemblybypolls0-8de-
spiteworkinghard. Today,we
havelostthedistrictpanchayat
election toBJP31-0and this is
clearly an indication that we
have failed to take the impor-
tant issues to thenewgenera-

tion,”Dhanani said.
Onwhat changed the for-

tunes of the party in the five
yearssince2015,Dhananisaid
that in 2007 and 2012 elec-
tions, theMahagujarat Janata
Party of Gordhan Zadaphia
andGujaratParivartanPartyof
Keshubhai Patel had split
Oppositionvotes.
“Butin2015and2017,there

werenosuchoutfitsinthefray
and, therefore, Opposition
votes went the Congress way
andwedidwell,”hesaid.
The AAP and AIMIM con-

tested the local body polls for
thefirsttime.WhileAAPmade
inroadsinSaurashtraandsome
otherpartsof thestate,AIMIM
emerged as the main
OppositionpartyintheModasa
municipalityofAravallidistrict
bywinning nine seats. AIMIM
alsowonsevenseatsinGodhra
municipalityofPanchamahals
districtandoneintheBharuch
municipality.

--WITHGOPALKATESHIYA
ANDVAIBHAVJHA
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Thepossibilities that
India-Pakstatement
couldopenup
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Today,wetalkabout thesignificanceof the
jointstatementmadebythetwocountries,
andhowitwill impact thepeoplewholive
near theLoC.
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THE DELHI Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) Tuesdaywrote to the
Principal of the Venkateshwar
International School in Dwarka
after receiving complaints from
67parents over "deliberate and
conscious"breakofCovid-19pro-
tocolbyauthorities.
Parents alleged that two stu-

dents-oneeachfromClassXIand
XII -whowere attending physi-
calclasses,hadtestedCovidpos-
itive,andtheschooldidnotsend
anyone intoquarantine.Theyal-
legedtheschoolwasgoingahead
withofflineexams,scheduledto
beginonWednesday.

In her complaint to
Principal Manisha Sharma,
DCPCR member Ranjana
Prasad wrote, "The
Commissionreceivedacom-
plaint…stating that two stu-
dents have tested positive
withinaweekand theyboth
were attending regular
school." She said the com-
plaint states "everyonecame
in contactwith the infected
people during the classes.
Neither the teachers nor the
classmatesof those twochil-

drenwent into quarantine" and
the"schooldeliberatelyandcon-
sciously broke the Covid proto-
col".“TheCommissiondirectsthe
school to look into the concerns
oftheparentsasitstop-mostpri-
ority. The Commission also di-
rectstheDDEtopersonallymon-
itor the situation” she wrote.
Principal Sharmahowever said,
“Ithinkthematterhasbeenesca-
lated unnecessarily.Weonly re-
ceived a Covid- positive report
fromonestudentwholastcame
to school 15 days ago. The other
student, whowe are being told
also has Covid, has not come for
thelast20days.So,whyclosethe
school?We are taking all safety
precautions,andwewillholdthe
exams from tomorrow, asmany
parentshaverequestedusforit".
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WHEATHARVESTSEASONAPPROACHING

ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THEMARCH-April wheat har-
vesting season hasmeant pro-
testersatSinghuaretryingtofind
abalancebetweentheir respon-
sibility at their fields backhome
andmaintaining strength at the
protest site on theDelhi border,
orasmanyputit,between“kheti”
and“andolan”.
Wheat,awintercrop, issown

inOctoberandharvestedaround
this time, reaching the peak
around the harvest festival of
Baisakhi.Wheatharvestingstarts
inmid-Marchandpeaksaround
15-20April.Thisisthebusiestpe-
riodformostfarmersfromPunjab
andHaryana. Potato harvesting
season is frommid-Feb tomid-
Marchwhereasmustardharvest-
ingtakesplacethroughoutMarch.
Sugarcaneplanting,which is just
ascrucial, takesplacefromendof
Februarytillmid-April.
Said Jarbara Singh (75), a

farmerfromPatiala:"Ihavebeen
hereafewdaysandI’llgobackin
another five. In themeantime, a
fewothers frommyvillagewill
comehere."Onceheisdonewith
workathomeinaround20days,
hewill headback for theborder,
he said, explaininghow farmers

plan to keep the numbers up at
theprotestsite.Thenumbersare
expected to reduce further be-
tweenmid-Marchandmid-April.
Severalfarmerssaidthatthey

are relying on their children,
spouses and siblings backhome
to take care of the fields. Baljeet
Singh(47)fromJalandharsaid:"In
casemyfamilyneedssomehelp,
Iwill goback for two-threedays
andthenreturn.Wekeepintouch
on the phone and they keep us
updatedwiththeprogress."
Localssaidthatthenumberof

farmers at themegaprotest site

had slightly dwindled over the
lastmonth, ostensibly owing to
theharvestseason.PremPrakash,
who runs a general store at the
Singhuborder, said, "Quitea few
farmers from Punjab seem to
havegoneback... Butmanyfrom
Haryanaseemtobejoiningin.”
This is also apparent at the

largelangarsatSinghu,whichare
feeding fewer people than they
usedto.Volunteers,however,said
thisisbecausethestructureofthe
protest sitehaschanged. Instead
of a few langars near the stage,
there are many spread out

throughthestretch,whichmeans
fewer people at each. Surinder
Singh(64)fromPatialasaideach
family is planning the next two
months in away that there are
people both at the fields and at
theprotest.Incasesomeonedoes
not have a familymember back
in the village, neighbours and
other residents will come to-
gethertotendtohisfieldonapri-
oritybasis,hesaid."Thecommu-
nity sentiment in our villages is
very strong; nobody's fieldswill
beignoredastheyarehere.Infact,
theywillbegivenextracare."

Kheti and andolan: Singhu
protesters aim for balance

Gather all footage of DJB
attack: Court to police

DCPCR writes to school
over flouting Covid norms
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TWOSWIGGY employeeswere
arrested for alleged robberies in
houses atNoida. Police said the
accused, Kafil andRavi Shankar,
wouldreccehousesduringdeliv-
eryassignmentsandtargetthem
atalatertime. Policehaverecov-
eredTVs andother stolen goods
fromtheaccused.
"We arrested a gang of two

personswhohadbeen carrying
outrobberies inhouses.Thetwo
accusedworked for Swiggy and
would carry out food deliveries.
During that time, they would
havealookathousesinthevicin-
ity that were not occupied by
people or were easy to get in.
Later in the night, they would
break in and steal equipment.
Another accused, towhomthey
suppliedthematerials,willbear-

restedsoon,"saidADCP(Gautam
BudhNagar)RanvijaySingh. The
accused hail fromBulandshahr
andwereworking in theNoida
region for the food delivery
agency. Policesaidtheyhadthree
cases of theft and robbery in
NoidaandGreaterNoida.
"We strongly condemn this

act andhave suspended the de-
livery partnerswith immediate
effect.Wehave a zero-tolerance
policy towards any such behav-
iourandwillbeextendingourfull
support to the investigating au-
thorities," saidSwiggy inastate-
ment.

2 food delivery staffers
held for breaking in, theft

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

RESTORINGOVER400hectares
of theCentral Ridgewill havean
“enormous”impactonDelhi’sair
quality and groundwater levels,
according to the expert heading
therevivalproject.
DelhiUniversityProfessorCR

Babu,who heads the Centre for
EnvironmentalManagement of
Degraded Ecosystems, told The
Indian Express his team aims to
begin restoration work this
month. Theridge,areservedfor-
est of about 7,700 hectares and
the northern extension of the
Aravalli Range, is presently cov-
eredwithProsopisjulifloraorvi-
layati kikar — an invasive tree
species introduced under the
British Empire,which is not ex-
actly serving as the city’s “green
lungs”,accordingtoProf.Babu.
“The leaves of the kikar tree

aresmallandsmooth.Whendust
ladenairpassesthroughit,noth-
ing or almost negligible amount
ofitsticks.Replacethatwithfull-
grown forest having three-layer
canopy, and broad-leaved trees,
and shrubs— it acts as abarrier.
Thepollutedairwillpassthrough
thebottomlayeroftheforestand
moveup, or vice versa, and that
willsieveoutfineparticlesinthe
air,” Babu said. In February, the
Delhi cabinet cleared a plan for
restoring 423 hectares of the
Central Ridge over the next five
years.Prof.Babuagreesitisachal-
lenging task, butheaims to turn
thearea intoaspacewherepeo-
ple can enjoy the biodiversity of
the Aravallis, take butterfly and
bird-watching safaris, andwalk
onnature trails and aroundwa-
terbodies intheheartof thecity.
Butfirst,thekikarhastobere-

moved,asitdoesnotletanyother
tree or shrubs survive around it.
Thisisbecausethetreecandryup
undergroundaquifersthroughits
deep-rootsystem,goingas faras
20metres ormore in search of
water, significantly higher than
around 5 metres that native
shrubs and trees go, as per Prof.
Babu. The tree’s canopy is such
thatitdoesnotletsunlightreach
the ground,which also hinders
growthofotherspecies.
Inthenorthernridge,around

HinduRaohospital, someof the
kikartreeshavestarteddying.“It
maybeastheyareover150years
oldnow,orthatthegroundwater
levelshavegowndownverylow
for them to survive,” Prof. Babu
said. Since the ridge is anotified
reserved forest, the kikar cannot
beremovedcompletely.Theplan
therefore is to remove a few
branches, whichwill help sun-
light to break through and full-
grownsaplingscanbeplantedin
suchplaces,headded.
Inthefirststage,apatchofthe

ridge measuring about 100
hectares along the Sardar Patel
Margwillberestoredandthere-
mainingareawillbetakenafter-
wards. Prof. Babu estimates the
residentswillbegintoseetheim-
pact of restoration on the envi-
ronmentoverthenexttwoyears.

Public Auction Notice

Debts Recovery Tribunal

State Bank of India, SARB, 2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 1
Vs

M/s Jagdama Rice Mills through Sri Deepak Kumar Singh & Others
(In R.P. Case No. 342/2018 arising out of Certificate No. O.A. 60/2018)

& Others,

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
As per order dated 03/02/2021, under mentioned property will be sold by public online e-Auction on the date and time

mentioned herein for recovery of Rs. 59,98,352/- from the

sum is recoverable together with interest, cost, charges, as per the certificate. The auction sale will be by way of online e-Auction.

M/s Jagdama Rice Mills through Sri Deepak Kumar Singh

A, B & F Wings, Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna-800025

Details of e-auction agency:
Company Name/address :- M/s E-procurement Technologies Limited, A-801, Wall Street - II, Opp.- Orient Club, Nr. Gujrat
College, Ellis Bridge,Ahmedabad - 380006, Gujrat, India.
Contact No. 079-61200548.
Website add: https://drt.auctiontiger.net
e-mailAddress:- bihar@auctiontiger.net,
Contact Person: Mr. Marty Jhon (Mob. No. 9978434773)
Details of the facilitation center:
Address:- State Bank of India, SARB, 2nd Floor, Patna SBI Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 800 001, Bihar,
India, E-mail ID:- sbi.05176@sbi.co.in
Name of Contact Person: Mr. Nand Kishore Kumar, Chief Manager, SARB, Patna.
Mob. No. 9709119255, e-mail ID: nand_kishore.kumar@sbi.co.in .

ACCOUNT DETAIL FOR ONLINE MONEY TRANSFER

hardik@auctiontiger.net, support@auctiontiger.net

(Nandan Kumar)
Recovery OfficerDated : 25/02/2021.

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF SALE:-
1. The property shall be sold "as is where is basis".
2. The intending bidders should register the participation with the service provider well in advance and get user ID and password

for participating in E-auction. It can be procured only when the requisite Earnest Money Deposit be paid by prescribed mode.
3. To take part in Auction, each bidder shall deposit Earnest Money (EMD) @ of 10% of the Reserve Price which shall be

paid by electronic transfer to the concerned Bank's EMD Account or through DD/Pay order drawn in favour of
Recovery Officer, DRT., Patna alongwith copy of PAN Card, Address Proof and Identity proof with E-mail ID, Mobile
of bidder. The Envelope containing EMD along with details of documents should be superscribed R.P. No. 342/2018
and in case of the company copy of resolution by the Board members of the company or any other document
confirming representation/attorney of the company should reach on or before 4.00 P.M. of 24/03/2021 in the office of
Recovery Officer, DRT., Patna or should credit the amount in respective Bank's/Financial Institution’s account. EMD
received thereafter shall not be considered.

4. The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% of the sale proceeds (including EMD) on the Next working day of sale through the
mode as stated above.

5. The purchaser shall deposit the balance 75% of the sale proceeds before the undersigned on or before 15th day from the date of
sale of the Property, exclusive of such day, or if the 15th day be Sunday or other holiday, then on the first office day after the 15th
day alongwith the poundage fee @ 2% upto Rs. 1,000/- and @ 1 % on the excess of such gross amount over Rs. 1000/- by
prescribed mode as stated above.

6. In case of default of payment within the prescribed period, the property shall be resold, after the issue of fresh proclamation of
sale. The deposit, after defraying the expenses of the sale, may, if the undersigned thinks fit, be forfeited to the Government and
the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or to any part of the sum for which it may subsequently be sold.

7. The Recovery Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or bids or to postpone or cancel the e-auction without
assigning any reasons.

8. EMD of unsuccessful bidder shall be returned the same day of auction by DRT/ Bank by credit to the account of bidder mention
in bid form.

9. Prospective bidder may avail online training from sevice provider.
10.Prospective bidders are advised to go through the website for details terms & conditions of sale before submitting their bids or

contact Branch Manager of the concerned Branch.

No.

Description of Property:

Property standing in the name of Sri Deepak Kumar, Proprietor of
Certificate Debtor Number one which has been mortgaged in favor of the
certificate holder bank vide Sale Deed No. 1990 dated 14.02.2012
situated at Mouza- Dumri, P.S.- Chariya, Bariyarpur, District- Begusarai
under Khata No. 113, Khesra No. 101, Thana No. 410, Tauzi No. 9958,
Area- 6.83 Decimals. Boundary- North : Passage 6' wide; South :
Chandrachud Choudhary; East : Satyabhama Devi; and West : Niz.

26/03/2021
between 12.30 P.M.
to 4.00 P.M. with auto
extension clause in
case of bid in last 5
m i n u t e s b e f o r e
closing, if required.

Rs. 1,30,000/-
(Rupees One
Lac and Thirty
Thousand Only)
on or before
24/03/2021 upto
4.00 P.M.

Rs.13,00,000/-
(Rupees
Thirteen Lacs
Only)

Description of Property Reserve
Price

EMD Date and Time of
Auction

ACCOUNT NO. & NAME NAME IFSC CODE

31472262527
SARB COLLECTION A/C

STATE BANK OF INDIA SBIN0000152

Abbott India Limited
3, Corporate Park, Sion-Trombay Road, Mumbai - 400071, India

CIN No.: L24239MH1944PLC007330
Phone No.: +91-22-50461000/2000 E-Mail.: webmasterindia@abbott.com,

Website: www.abbott.co.in

Public Notice
(Under Paragraph 21 (2) of the Drugs Price Control Order, 2013)

Attention of general public is drawn to the fact that Abbott India
Limited, having its registered office at the aforesaid address, is
marketing the scheduled formulations namely Letrolife 2.5mg
5s pack (Each film coated tablet contains: Letrozole I.P. 2.5mg,
Excipients q.s. Colours: Tartrazine Lake & Titanium dioxide I.P.)
(hereinafter referred to as medicine). Abbott India Limited wants
to discontinue and stop marketing of the above said product after
6 months from the date of this notice.
After discontinuation of the above medicine, the same may not be
available in the market. Therefore, patients using such medicine
may consult their doctor for prescribing alternate medicine.
All doctors/medical professionals may also make note of this.”

Krupa Anandpara
Date: 02.03.2021 Company Secretary
Place: Mumbai Membership No.: ACS16536
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ADELHIcourthasdirectedpolice
tocollectallCCTVfootageof the
allegedvandalismattheDelhiJal
Board (DJB) office in December
lastyearandconductaninvesti-
gationinanimpartialmannerto
unearth the facts. The develop-
ment came after the court was
showntwoCCTVfootageclips.In
one clip, police officers and the
SHOwere seen trying toprotect
thegateof theDJBofficeandan-
othershowingpoliceofficersnot
resistinganymemberofthemob
fromenteringthemainbuilding,
thecourtsaid.
Thecourtwashearingaplea

filed by DJB vice-chairman
RaghavChadha,seekingacourt-
monitoredinvestigationintothe
caseofallegedvandalismandat-
tackonstaffmembers.“ACPDIU

(DistrictInvestigationUnit),isdi-
rected to collect all the CCTV
footage, analyse the same and
take appropriate action in the
matter. Investigationwould be
conducted in impartialmanner
to unearth the truth of themat-
ter," said Chief Metropolitan
MagistrateGajenderSinghNagar
inhisorderpassedMonday.The
courtdirected thepolice to filea
progressreportonMarch9.
The application filed by

Chadha has alleged the attack
was orchestrated by BJP Delhi
chief Adesh Gupta and party
leaders Yogendra Chandoliya,
Ravi Tanwar Upadhyaksh and
Vikas Tanwar. Chadha alleged
the inaction,coupledwithdere-
lictionofdutiesbypolice,aggra-
vatedtherampageoftheoffend-
ers who unleashed the
"abominable" attack on theDJB
anditsstaffonDecember24last
year.

AtSinghuborderonTuesday.AbhinavSaha

Reviving Ridge will
greatly benefit city
air & groundwater,
says panel head

Over400hectaresof the
CentralRidge is tobe
restored

Theaccusedwould
reccehousesduring
deliveryassignments
andtargetthemata
latertime,policesaid
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SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

DESIGNS OF how Delhi’s two
newsmogtowersareexpectedto
lookhavebeenmadeandworkis
underway at the project sites to
readythestructuresbyJune.The
25-metre high towers are being
setupatBabaKharakSinghMarg
at Connaught Place in Central
Delhi and behind the Anand
ViharTerminusinEastDelhi.
TataProjectsLimitedisbuild-

ing thestructureswith technical
support fromIIT-Bombay, incol-

laborationwith IIT-Delhi, while
the National Buildings
ConstructionCorporation(NBCC)
is the projectmanagement con-
sultant.
The nodal agency for the

tower at Connaught Place is the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), while at
Anand Vihar, it is the Central
PollutionControlBoard(CPCB).
A CPCB official said, “The

toweratAnandViharshouldstart
functioning by the firstweek of
June. The efficiency of the two
towerswouldbestudiedfortwo
years by IITs Bombay andDelhi.

Based on this study,wewill de-
cideonhowtotakethistechnol-
ogyforward.”
ADPCC official said the two

towerswoulduse1,200airfilters
eachthathavebeendevelopedby
ateamofexpertsattheUniversity
ofMinnesotaintheUnitedStates
— which also helped design a
100-metre high smog tower in
Xian,China.
Being built at a cost of Rs 22

crore each, the towers are esti-
matedtoreduceconcentrationof
particulate matter of 2.5 mi-
crometres (PM2.5)— fine parti-
cles suspended in the air — by

50%-70% in about 1-km radius
aroundthem.
Thetowersarebeingbuilton

directionsof theSupremeCourt,
andofficialssaidtheyarefollow-
ingthetimelinessetbythecourt.
Each tower would have 40

fansand40noisecontroldevices,
andwould cover an area of 28
square metres. Air would be
pulledinfromthetopofthetow-
ers,passedthroughthefiltersand
released at the bottom, officials

said.
“Thefiltersmayneedtobere-

placedonceevery6or12months
dependingonthepollutionload,”
a CPCB official said, adding that
thetowerswouldcreatecleanair
zonesinthecity.
Delhi’sairpollutionlevels in-

creasesignificantly inthewinter
fromsourcesincludingconstruc-
tion sites, vehicular emissions,
and agricultural residue and
waste burning. Pollution from
these sources often accumulate
intheairduetopoormeteorolog-
ical conditions such as calm
winds and low temperatures,

posingaserioushealthrisktocit-
izens.
At Baba Kharak SinghMarg,

behindtheShivajiStadiumMetro
station,aboardoutsidethesmog
towerproject site states that it is
a “pilot study for assessment of
reducingparticulateairpollution
inurbanareasbyusingairclean-
ing system”. Inside the site last
Thursday, JCBmachineswere at
work while workers laid the
foundationof thestructures.
A DPCC official said the

agencywouldmakeallefforts to
make the tower ready byWorld
EnvironmentDayonJune5.

COVIDVACCINE,DAY2

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

A DAY after the Covid vaccine
wasmadeavailabletothoseover
60andthosebetween45and59
with comorbidities, many peo-
plewhowanted the shot opted
forwalkingintovaccinationcen-
treswithout registering before-
handontheAarogyaSetuappor
theCOWINportal.
Hospital authorities helped

themwith themanual registra-
tion process, withmany saying
they found this easier as they
weren’t able to register on the
appor theportal.
OnTuesday,21,277peoplere-

ceivedtheCovidshotinDelhi.On
Mondaythis figurewas15,521.
At Fortis, Vasant Kunj,many

who were in queue said they
completed the registration
process at the hospital, which
gavethemformstofillandasked

for their identification before
giving themtheshot.
S P Gupta (68) and his wife

Rekha (64), residents of
Mehrauli, were among this
group. He said, “Once we ar-
rivedhere,aftercompletingthe
payment of Rs 250, I tried reg-
istering on the app, but there
was a glitch so I had to register
manually.”
Ranjit Das (82), a resident of

Vasant Kunj, said, “After pay-
ment, I tried to register on the
app,buttherewasatechnicaler-
ror. Eventually, I had to give the
forminwriting to thehospital.”
At Indraprastha Apollo hos-

pital,whereCovidshieldwasbe-
inggiven,staffmadepeoplereg-
ister on the COWIN portal,
selfregistration.cowin.gov.in.
“Peopleneednotnecessarily

pre-register before arriving as
we are doing their on-spot reg-
istrationhere.Theyneedtopres-
ent an ID like Aadhaar. In the

morning, the portal wasn’t
working andwe tookwhatever
information is required by the
government manually,” said a
staffer working at the vaccina-
tion centre. He said they had
kept the limit of vaccines being
administeredperdayat330.
Mahender Kumar Sharma

(68), a lawyer at Faridabad, had
come to the hospital with his
spouse onMonday after regis-
tering on the website, but was
toldtocomethenextdaydueto
the rush. On Tuesday, Sharma
saidheandhiswifewereableto
get theshot.
At Delhi government’s Lok

NayakHospital,179peoplefrom
thegeneralpublicarrivedforthe
vaccination, with most being
walk-ins. Dr Amit Gupta, the
nodalofficerthere,said,“Mostof
the people were walk-ins, and
we got them registered here it-
self. They needed to present an
IDproof.”

Amid some app hiccups,many opt forwalk-in

ThevaccinationprocessunderwayatDelhiHeart&LungInstituteonTuesday. PraveenKhanna

Crime and
Punishment
makes court
appearance

DU-affiliated College of Art to be
merged with Ambedkar University

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

INNOVEMBER last year, a Delhi
judge composed a poem to ex-
plainwhyhewasgrantingbailto
aman accused in the northeast
Delhiriots.Fourmonthslater,the
judge has now discharged two
men in the case by relying on a
quote from the Russian classic,
CrimeandPunishment.
"(Fyodor) Dostoevsky, in

Crime and Punishment, says,
‘Fromahundredrabbitsyoucan't
make a horse, a hundred suspi-
cion don'tmake a proof’. Thus,
boththeaccusedpersonsaredis-
charged of the offences under
Section 307 IPC & Arms Act,”
Additional Sessions Judge (ASJ)
AmitabhRawatwroteinhisorder.
On November 7, the judge

hadreliedonhisself-composed
poemwhile explainingwhy he
was granting bail to one of the
accused,Babu,whowasarrested
foragunshotwoundinflictedon
oneRahulduring the riots.
The judge at the timewrote,

“Take your freedom from the
cage you are in; Till the trial is
over, the state is reined in. The
Stateproclaims;tohavethecake
and eat it too; The Court comes
calling;before thecake iseaten,
bake it too.”
OnMonday, asBabuandco-

accused Imran alias Teli ap-
proached the court for a dis-
charge fromthecase,ASJRawat
said,"Babuhascomeagaintothe
court, this time accompanied
withImranaliasTeli topleadfor
discharge".
Hefurthersaid,"Thegunshot

injury is stated to be caused to
Rahulbutwhereishe?Hisstate-
mentisnotonrecord...Sobythe
time,policearrivedatthehospi-
tal, theallegedvictimRahulhad
vanished.ItisnotasifRahulgave
any initial statement and then
vanished. The State is categori-
calinsayingthatthepolicenever
sawRahul... Thatbeingthecase,
whoisgoingtosaythatwhoshot
whomandbywhomandwhere.
The alleged victim has never
been seen by the police. He has
nevergivenanystatementabout
anygunshot injuryoraboutany
mob/rioters. So how is Section
307IPCmadeoutagainsttheac-
cused...”

DESIGN READY, WILL BE 25-METRES HIGH

Work underway to set up 2 smog towers, each will have 1,200 air filters

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THEDELHI Cabinet on Tuesday
took the decision tomerge the
College of Art— currently affili-
ated toDelhi University (DU)—
withAmbedkarUniversityDelhi
(AUD). The college is run by the
Delhigovernment.
“TheDelhi Cabinet has…ap-

proved the merger of Delhi
University’sCollegeofArts, func-
tioning under theDirectorate of
TrainingandTechnicalEducation,
and Delhi Institute of Heritage
Research and Management
(DIHRM) affiliatedwith GGSIP
University,functioningunderthe
Directorate of Higher Education.
Togethertheywillnowbepartof

DrBRAmbedkarUniversity,”the
Delhigovernmentsaid.
Earlier in 2009, the Delhi

Collegeof Engineeringwassimi-
larly de-affliated fromDU and
made a separate university —
called the Delhi Technological
University. Similarly in2019, the
Netaji Subhas Institute of
TechnologywaschangedtoNetaji
SubhasUniversityof Technology
undertheDelhigovernment.
While theDelhi government

announced the decision on
Tuesday,DURegistrarVikasGupta
said any decision on College of
Art’s de-affiliationwithDUwas
yettobetaken.“Theyhadwritten
tous about 8-10days ago saying
theywould look to de-affiliate
fromDU.Wesaidwewouldplace
it before our Academic Council

(AC)sinceit’samajorpolicydeci-
sion.We can’t take anydecision
withouttheapprovalofstatutory
bodies,”hesaid.
ADelhi government official

said, "TheDelhi College of Art is
fullyfundedbytheDelhigovern-
ment. Therefore, the decision to
bring it underDr BRAmbedkar
universitydoesnotneedanyform
ofclearancefromDU."
Four ACmembers—Kapila

Mallah, SudhanshuKumar, Alok
RanjanPandey, ChanderMohan
Negi—andtwoExecutiveCouncil
members— SeemaDas and J L
Gupta—havewritten to theDU
vice chancellor opposing thede-
cision. "Suchattemptatde-affili-
ationofDUcollegesleadingtothe
dismembermentoftheUniversity
ofDelhiisincontraventiontothe

Acts, statutes and ordinances of
DU,whichmustbestoppedatall
levels,”theywrote.
BSChauhan,officiatingprinci-

paloftheCollegeofArt,remained
non-committalwhenaskedifhe
agreed with the decision.
However,hesaidthecollegewas
facingseveral issues.
“Our intake is decided by

AICTE but academic approval
comes fromDU. ButDUdoesn’t
conductouradmissionsorexams.
Wehavereceivednosupportfrom
DUeven thoughweareaffiliated
since1974.Wearenotable to re-
cruitpermanentfaculty;therehas
been no permanent principal
since 2012. There are toomany
agencies and issues. I justwant
thatwhateverhappensshouldbe
forthebenefitofstudents,"hesaid.

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

SEVERALMENandwomenfrom
theDard Aryan tribe of Ladakh
and a group ofmonks from the
famedHemismonasterycouldbe
seenwalking amidst stalls dis-
playing Rajasthani churan,
Madhubani paintings and
Lucknowi chikan kurtas at the
second edition of Enchanting
Ladakh, the annual art and craft
fairorganisedbytheUnionterri-
tory’s Department of Industries
andCommerceatDilliHaat.
The eventwas inaugurated

Tuesday eveningby Ladakh L-G
Radha Krishna Mathur in the
presenceofMP JamyangTsering
Namgyal, FerozAhmedKhanof
Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAHDC),
Kargil, Tashi Gyalson of LAHDC,
Leh, and senior officials fromthe
UnionMinistryofTextiles.
Whilethemonksinvokedthe

godsduringaspecialprayerheld
attheinauguration,visitorswere
alsooffereda chance todressup
in the colourful costumes of the
DardAryans forRs50or get pic-
turedwiththem.
Asmany as 76 artisans from

theUT, alongwith their karigars,

willstayputinthecapitaloverthe
next two weeks, selling their
uniquely craftedhandloomand
handicraft products, which in-
clude pashmina shawls (called
Lena), clay models, dry fruits,
hand-knitteditemsandseabuck-
thornproducts.
TsewangPaljor,deputysecre-

tary of Ladakh’s Department of
Culture,whoispartof theorgan-
ising committee, said, “Wehave
gotartisansfromallcornersofLeh
andKargil,makingsurenounique
productorartformisleftbehind.”
Paljorsaidtheymadesureno

wellknownbrandswerebrought
here.Infact,preferencewasgiven
to rural artisans and craftsmen.
Someof themhavealsobrought
karigarsalongsothatmoreprod-
ucts can be created ondemand.
Alltheproceedswillgodirectlyto
theartisansandtheUTadminis-
tration is taking care of all their
boardingandlodginginDelhi.
Duringhisaddressattheinau-

guralevent,Gyalsonsaid, “This is
thesecondedition.Whenwecon-
ductedthiseventforthefirsttime
lastyear,justbeforethelockdown,
wedidn’t recordverygoodsales.
Butweweretoldtheaimisnotto
push for sales but to ensure the
newly carvedUT gets adequate
exposureonanationallevel.”

At Dilli Haat, arts
and crafts fair that
celebrates Ladakh

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 5,711 5,195
VENTILATORS 786 684

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Mar1 175 105 1 39,733
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SURBHIGUPTA
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

IN 1993, when the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) bribery
scandal hit headlines—10MPs
belonging from JMM and the
JanataDalcasttheirvotestode-
feat a no-confidence motion
moved inLokSabhaagainst the
minority government of P V
NarasimhaRao—aphotobyfor-
merChiefPhotojournalistof the
The Indian Express, Raaj Dayal,
captured a definingmoment—
theexchangeof briefcases.
This is oneofmanykeymo-

ments captured by Dayal, who
covered the lengthandbreadth
of the political and social land-
scape in India for over four
decades. He died on Monday
due to cardiac seizure. He was
67 and is survived by his wife,
daughter and two grandsons.
Dayal had joined The Indian
Express in 1988 and retired in
2012 as the Chief
Photojournalist. Before that, he
worked at the film magazine
Mayapuri and studied photo-
journalism at Thomson
Foundation inWales,UK.
“Photojournalists cover

everything but he was known

forcapturingthatexcellentpic-
turethatwentbeyondpolitics,”
saidveteranjournalistUshaRai,
who has covered a number of
assignmentswithhim.
He is known to have men-

toredgenerationsofphotojour-
nalists. “He was full of knowl-
edge and was always ready to
share it with his students and
juniors.Heused to teachatvar-
iousmedia schools around the
country,”saidhisnieceandjour-
nalistKaruna John.
Dayal isalsorememberedas

anacesportsmanwhilehestud-
iedatDelhiUniversity'sRamjas
College, and an artist and illus-
trator,whohasexhibitedatvar-
iousgroupshows inDelhi.
“A lot of people remember

him for his laughter. Whether
theywere covering the budget
or a natural disaster, they re-
memberhowhecared forpeo-
ple on assignments...,” said
John.

Former Express Chief
Photojournalist Raaj
Dayal passes away

Dayal is
survivedby
hiswife,
daughter
andtwo
grandsons

ThedesignpreparedbyTata
ProjectsandIIT-Bombay

Petitionon
compensation
forminors
killedinriots
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Tuesdayasked the
Delhi government to file
a response to a petition
challenging the fixing of
maximumcompensation
of Rs 5 lakh for families
who lost aminor during
theNortheastDelhiriots.
The court listed the case
for hearing on April 26
alongwith other similar
petitionsrelatingtoDelhi
government’scompensa-
tionscheme.

Gambhirto
bearexpenses
offamilyof
minorkilled
New Delhi:MPGautam
Gambhir said he will
beartheeducationalex-
penses of the family of
the minor girl in East
Delhi's Khichdipurwho
was kidnapped a week
earlier and later killed.
Thegirl'sfatherworksas
a helper in an incense
stick company. Themi-
nor had three sisters.
“Their counselling and
furthereducationwillbe
takencareofbyGautam
Gambhir Foundation,”
hesaid.

ManojTiwari
attacksAAP
overremarks
onKishor
New Delhi: BJP MP
ManojTiwarionTuesday
attackedAAPPunjabMP
BhagwantMannoverhis
remarks on Prashant
Kishor being appointed
by Punjab CM Capt
Amarinder Singh as his
principal advisor. Tiwari
saidthecommentshows
anti-Purvanchalmindset
of the AAP. Mann had
tweeted in Hindi,
“Captain Amrinder you
are not able to run the
government yourself,
now will the govern-
ment be run aftermak-
ing a person fromBihar
theprincipaladvisor?”

Cabinetnod
tomerge
13institutes
New Delhi: The Delhi
Cabinet has decided to
merge 13 government
institutes and colleges
and bring them under
theambitofDelhiSkills
and Entrepreneurship
University. “The Delhi
Cabinet decided to
merge 10 Government
InstitutesofTechnology,
Delhi Institute of Tool
Engineering (Wazirpur
andOkhlaCampus)and
Govind Ballabh Pant
EngineeringCollegeand
bring them under the
ambit of the Delhi Skill
and Entrepreneurship
University. This will
streamline the skill ed-
ucation in Delhi,” the
Delhi government said
in their statement.ENS

BRIEFLY

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, MARCH2

TAKINGCOGNIZANCEof asup-
plementary chargesheet filed
against 18 people accused in
the alleged larger conspiracy
case of the Northeast Delhi ri-
ots, a Delhi judge said report-
ing, particularly on social me-
dia, remains“chargedupall the
time”aftermanyof theaccused
alleged therewas amedia trial
painting themas guilty.
Additional Sessions Judge

Amitabh Rawat while taking
cognizance of the chargesheet
wrote in his order: “It is indu-
bitably true thateveryaccused
has fundamental right to free
and and fair investigation as
also trial.Media reportingpar-
ticularly on social media re-
mains charged up all the time.
Media is free to cover stories
but theymustalsobeconscious
of remainingcarefulandobjec-
tive in their approach. It is the
fundamental rightof everyper-
son accused of any offence to
be providedwith the opportu-
nity to defendhimself."
The court said there is "a

worldofdifferencebetweenan
accused and a convict. Though
it is not possible to lay down
guidelines regarding media
coverage... yet, in my opinion,
there should at least always be
a disclaimer when reporting,
whether it is the version of the
police/ prosecution or the ac-
cusedinsteadofpresentingas if
it is the order of the court.
Labelling police as completely
unfair or the accused as a con-
vict itself is not a healthy sign
and impacts the process of
criminal justice system. The
principal and the tenets of free
and fair trial aresacrosanctand
inviolable."
Furthermore, thecourt said

there is a "disturbing trend
about the reporting of the ex-
act contentsof thechargesheet
beforecognizance iseventaken
or counsel for the accused are
provided copies of it. It is one
thing to report generally about
the chargesheet but quite an-
other toreproduce itas it is and
thus obviously, the question of
leakage would arise. This is

grosslyunfairandthecourtex-
pects that itwouldnotoccur in
the future."
ThehearingbeganwithAjit

S Pujari appearing on behalf of
Natasha Narwal and
DevanganaKalita, seekingcopy
of supplementary chargesheet
filed in the matter. Pujari sub-
mitted that "the investigation
isnot fairandnotall videoclips
have been investigated". He
played a video showing police
personnelbreakingCCTVcam-
eras tomake his point.
Special Public Prosecutor

Amit Prasad said that Pujari's
demand seeking a copy of
chargesheethas"nolegalbasis"
andaddedthat "thecorrectpo-
sition in law is that the copy of
thechargesheetcannotbesup-
plied before taking cog-
nizance”.
Former JNU student Umar

Khalid told the court, "For an
accused it isverydifficultwhen
media paints accused as guilty
before trial; it is happening
again and again." He told the
court that "therewerenewspa-
perswhere the pictures of Asif
Iqbal,Natasha,me,Devangana,
etc were published with the
headline ‘Dilli dango ke bade
gunegaar, yehainunkechehere’.
It’s an inquisition without be-
ing heard.”
United Against Hate

founder Khalid Saifi told the
court: "I am unable to under-
stand what are the charges
againstme. They say Iwaspart
of theprotest. Theyaremaking
serious allegations against me
like I am a terrorist. They are
showing it like... my name is
Khalid, I ama terrorist."

Riot ‘conspiracy’
case: Court warns
against media trial

UmarKhalid toldthecourt
it isverydifficultwhenthe
mediapaintsaccusedas
guiltybeforetrial

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

THE BIG FIGHT
WITHTHEassemblyelectioninWestBengalbeingprojectedas
afightbetweenMamataBanerjeeandNarendraModi,thestate
BJPunit is trying tomakethebestof thePrimeMinister’s time
setasideforcampaigning.Modi,whoisscheduledtoaddressa
rally in the state onMarch7, is likely to address at least 14-15
suchralliesinthestate.Althoughthepartyhadsoughtmoreral-
lies,BJPleadersadmittedthatthePrimeMinistercouldaccom-
modateonlytwoinaweek.Interestingly,heisunlikelytoattend
many rallies in the southern states of TamilNaduandKerala,
sourcessaid.

BALANCING ACT
THEBJPmayhavetogomilestofulfillitsgrandplanofgettingthe
NairsandChristiansinKeralaonboardtosupporttheparty—one
ofthestrategiestheparty'sformerchiefAmitShahwasbanking
on.However,RBalashankar,co-convener,BJPnationaltraining
programme,who is expected toget aparty ticket to contest in
Kerala appears to havemanaged it in Chengannur, in central
Kerala.HeearnedpraisesfromtheOrthodoxChristiancommu-
nity,an influentialgroupinChengannur,whenhemanagedto
get the central government's assistance to get a centuries-old
church–StGeorgeOrthodoxChurchatCheppad–thestatusof
a centrally protectedmonument of national importance. The
church,whichwasfacingdemolitionforwideningthenational
highway,was saved in the lastminutedue to central govern-
ment'sintervention.Balashankarhasalsomanagedtogetasum
ofRs700,000fromNairServiceSociety,aprominentorganisa-
tionofNairsinKerala, fortheRamTempleconstruction.

PARTY MATTERS
WITTINGLY or unwittingly, senior Congress leader Rahul
GandhionTuesday tookadigat thosewhoareseekingelec-
tionsinthepartyatall levels.Hedidnotmakeanymentionof
G23 leaders though.While interactingwithKaushikBasuof
Cornell University, Rahul was asked about internal democ-
racyinhisparty.Herepliedthathehadbeenpushingforelec-
tionsinthepartyforadecadenow.Thenheaddedthathehad
gotabeatingfromthemediaaswellashisownpartyleaders
whenhepushed for elections in theYouthCongress and the
NSUI.He saidhewouldbe the first person to say thatdemo-
craticelectionswithinpoliticalpartiesareabsolutelycritical.

RIFT INCONGRESS’S ‘G23’

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

FOURSENIORCongressleaders,
whowere among the 23 signa-
tories of the letter sent to party
presidentSoniaGandhiseeking
reforms in theorganisation last
year,onTuesdaysaidtheystand
bytheir letterbutdisassociated
themselves from the recent ac-
tionsofsomeof theircolleagues
inG23, as thegroupof signato-
rieshas come tobeknownas.
One of them– former Rajya

Sabha Deputy Chairman P J
Kurien–saidhewasnotagainst
efforts to improve theCongress
and bring inmuch-needed re-
forms but argued that “the
boundaries, the Lakshman
rekha,”shouldnotbebreached.
Some of the G 23 leaders –

Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand
Sharma, Kapil Sibal, Manish
Tewari,BhupinderSinghHooda,
Raj Babbar and Vivek Tankha –
were in Jammu last week in a
first such outing by them. They
addressed a joint public meet-
ing,wherepotshotswere taken
at the party leadership for not
utilising an “experienced”
leader likeAzadandlettinghim
retire fromtheRajyaSabha.
A day after, on Saturday,

Azad praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as someone
who“doesnothidehistrueself”.
AndonMonday,Sharmalashed

outattheBengalCongresslead-
ership for the “alliance” with
Abbas Siddiqui's Indian Secular
Front, saying such association
flewinthefaceof theCongress's
core ideology.
Sources said these leaders

are planning a similar event in
Haryana in the comingweeks.
Talking to The Indian

Express, Kurien said, “Their ac-
tivities are alright to the extent
of strengthening the Congress.
But it should not become a dis-
sident activity. Certainly, there
isaneedforimprovementinthe
Congress...andIamnotagainst...
if theactivitiesare inthatdirec-
tion.Theyshouldproceedkeep-
ing that in mind. I don’t know
the details of the Jammuevent.
OnlywhenIget fulldetailscan I
say whether it was a dissident
activity or an effort to
strengthen theparty.”
“I am not against efforts to

strengthen and rectify the
Congress. I believe that is
needed.Buttheboundaries, the
Lakshmanrekha,shouldbekept
inmind. It shouldnotbecomea

dissident activity. As for the
comments regarding Bengal,
their stand should not help in
defeating the Congress... that
shouldbeborne inmind....”
Former Lok Sabha MP

Sandeep Dikshit said, “There is
nogroup.Twenty-threeleaders
hadsignedtheletter.Nowwhat
they are doing is... these 5-6
must be doing something. I, for
example, have no idea. It is not
a group. It is just a collection of
peoplewhoexpressedanopin-
ion. We stand by that opinion.
What individuals would do or
groupswithinthegroupswould
do or others would do... that is
their concern.”
Dikshit said he does not be-

lieve Azad praised Modi. “It is
besttoaskhim... Ihavenotbeen
in touchwith them.”
Senior Madhya Pradesh

CongressleaderAjaySinghsaid,
“The issues which were raised
in the letter regardingelections
toall forums...onthatIamapart
of. I have no interest in saying
that the PrimeMinister is very
good. The letter we signedwas

for internal party democracy of
whichIstillholdthat it is right...
theresteverybodyisentitledto
their own opinion.... I have full
faith in the leadership of Sonia
Gandhi which the letter also
says.”
Like the others, he said he

was not informed about the
Jammuevent.
Former UnionMinister and

senior Congress leader M
VeerappaMoily said the letter
was for a limited purpose and
perpetuationofanyactivities in
thenameof thatletterwouldbe
akin to abusing it since it was
sent with a genuine sincere
hopeforrejuvenatingtheparty.
“G 23 is not an institution

like G 20.... When elections are
going[tobeheld] for fivestates,
this is not an appropriate time
todiscussanymattersrelatedto
the party... No sooner did we
givethememorandum,madam
Sonia Gandhi immediately
called a Working Committee
meeting... itwasalsodecidedto
hold the elections. That was
enough.That is theonly limited
agenda.”
On the Jammu event, he

said:“Noneofusintendedtogo
andnone of uswere invited for
such ameeting. I don’t want to
beoneof the (members) of any
dissident groups. I have been
loyal to the party and I want to
continueinthisparty...SoIhave
alreadydisassociatedmyself.”

AFTER THE SWEEP, THE CELEBRATION
GujaratChiefMinisterVijayRupani joins thecelebrationsat theBJPheadquarters in
GandhinagaronTuesdayafter theparty’s resoundingvictory inthecivicpolls.NirmalHarindran

First Odisha survey of
backward classes set
to begin on May 1
AISHWARYAMOHANTY
&SHYAMLALYADAV
BHUBANESWAR,NEWDELHI,
MARCH2

THEODISHAgovernmentissetto
begin its first state survey of the
socialandeducationalconditions
ofpeoplefrombackwardclasses-
-therearearound209communi-
ties identified as socially anded-
ucationally backward classes
(SEBCs)comprisingaround54per
centofOdisha’spopulation.
AproposalbytheOdishaState

CommissionforBackwardClasses
(OSCBC) was approved on
February26toundertakethesur-
vey,whichisscheduledtobecon-
ductedbetweenMay1andMay
20.
“Surveywillbeconductedon

thesocialandeducationalcondi-
tions of the people belonging to
backward classes. Their occupa-
tion, education standard and
otherparameterswillbecovered,”
OSCBC Chairman Justice
RaghunathBiswalsaid.
“The state government had

approachedtheCentredemand-
ing that a socio-economic caste
surveybe conducted simultane-
ouslywith the general census in
2021. But that proposal was
turneddownandin2020wehad
decided to conduct the survey
ourselves. The state government
recently approved theproposal.
Themovewillhaveatransforma-
tive impact on the backward
classes of the state," Odisha
Minister for SC/STdevelopment,
MinoritiesandBackwardclasses,
JagannathSaraka told The Indian
Express.
Odisha’sdecisionissignificant

at a timewhen there is demand
foracaste-basedcensus,andcon-
sidering that a commission
headed by former Delhi Chief
JusticeGRohiniisworkingonthe
sub-categorisation of theOBCs,
withoutsuchdata.
Lastweek, in an interview to

The Indian Express, former chair-
manofNationalCommission for
Backward Classes (NCBC) V
Eswaraiahhad said that thepro-

posedsub-categorisationofOBCs
is“un-scientific,atrociousandille-
gal”withoutthecastecensus.BJP
ally and Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar has also recently
stressedontheneedofcastecen-
sus.
TheSupremeCourtlastweek

agreedtoexamineapleaseeking
directions to theCentral govern-
ment to conduct a caste-based
censusthisyeartocollectdataon
the Other Backward Classes. A
benchofChief Justiceof IndiaSA
Bobe and Justices A S Bopanna
andVRamasubramanianhaveis-
sued notice to the Centre and
National Commission for
BackwardClasses. Thecourtwas
hearingapleafiledbyTelangana-
based social activist GMallesh
Yadav,whocontendedthatacaste
censuswasa“vitalnecessity” for
thebettermentofOBCs.
Interestingly, Justice Rohini

wrotetoMinisterofSocialJustice
and Empowerment Thawar
ChandGehlot onDecember 12,
2018,witharequestforanappro-
priatebudgetprovisionforapro-
posedall-Indiasurveyforanesti-
mateofthecaste-wisepopulation
of OBCs. But onMarch 7, 2019,
Justice Rohini wrote again to
Gehlot, “We have nowdecided
nottoundertakesuchasurveyat
thisstage.”Ontheotherhand,on
August 31, 2018, then Home
Minister Rajnath Singh had an-
nouncedthatinCensus2021,data
ofOBCswillalsobecollected,but
since then the government has
beensilentonthis.Meanwhilethe
oppositiontargetedtherulingBJD
inOdisha, accusing it of playing
caste politics ahead of the pan-
chayat elections. CongressMLA
TaraPrasadBahinipati said, “The
survey isnot amerecoincidence
butawell-calculatedsteptograb
votesof thebackwardclasses.”
“Thestateisyettoimplement

27percentreservationforpeople
fromthebackwardclassesandis
tryingtomisleadpeoplewiththe
survey,” BJP state general secre-
tary Lekhashree Samantsinghar
said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

AMONTH after walking out of
an agreement with Delhi and
Tokyoon jointly developing the
partially built East Container
Terminal (ECT), the Sri Lankan
government, led by the
Rajapaksabrothers,hasdecided
to offer the West Container
Terminal (WCT) to Indian and
Japanesecompanies.
The Sri Lankan government

saidtheproposalbyAdaniPorts
and SEZ consortium has been
“approved by the Indian High
Commission (in Colombo)”.
Indian government sources,
however,disputed this.
TheWCT is strategically lo-

cated next to a $500-million
Chinese-run container jetty
within Colombo’s sprawling
port.
According to the Sri Lankan

government’sdepartmentof in-
formation, the Lankan cabinet
“has approved the proposal to
develop the West Container
Terminal on Build, Operate and
Transfer basis for a period of 35
yearsasapublic-privatepartner-
ship with Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone Limited
andits localrepresentativeJohn
Keels Holding PLC, and the Sri
LankaPortsAuthority.”
“Accordingly, the Build,

Operate and Transfer Plan ap-
proved by the negotiating com-
mitteehadbeenforwardedtothe
High Commission of India and
theEmbassyofJapan,requesting
themtonominate investors.The

proposalpresentedbytheAdani
PortsandSpecialEconomicZone
Limited (APSEZconsortium)has
beenapprovedbytheIndianHigh
Commission. However, no in-
vestor has been named by the
Japanese government,” the gov-
ernmentdecisionsaid.
“The discussions to develop

theWCTwill beonlywith India
and Japan,” Sri Lankan
InformationMinister Keheliya
Rambukwella told reporters in
Colombo, according toAFP.
Rambukwella said the cabi-

netdecidedonMondaytoallow
IndiaandJapantohavean85per
cent stake in theWCT. This is
similar to the terms set for the
Colombo International
Container Terminal (CICT),
where China Merchants Port
Holdings Company Limited
holds85per cent stake, officials
said.Thesetermsarebetterthan
the earlier deal on the ECT –
where the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority would have 51 per
cent stake.What this means is
that Colombo has made a U-
turn, and is offering a sweeter
dealon theWCT.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

ONTUESDAY, the government
announced that Lok Sabha
Television(LSTV)andRajyaSabha
Television (RSTV) have been
merged intoa single ‘SansadTV’,
of which retired IAS officer Ravi
CapoorwillbetheChiefExecutive
Officerforayear.
Thedecisionwastakeninline

with the proposals given by a
Parliament-appointed panel
headedby formerPrasarBharati
chairmanASuryaPrakash.
The panel, which had some

membersofParliamentalsoasits
members, had suggested that
Parliamentshouldhaveonlyone
channel, which could be called

SansadTV.Thepanelhadsubmit-
teditsreportinJunelastyear.
While the panel had sug-

gestedthatSansadTVcouldhave
twoplatformsto telecast live the
proceedings of Rajya Sabha and
LokSabhaduringSessions, ithad
proposedthatthesameplatforms
—Sansad1andSansad2—could
broadcast the sameprogramme,
inHindiandEnglishrespectively,
duringtheinter-Sessionperiod.
However, nodecisionon this

hasbeentakenyet,sourcessaid.
“It is still undecidedwhether

thesameprogrammewillberun
separatelyinHindiandEnglish,or
whetherLokSabhawouldliketo
haveseparateprogrammesmade
fortheirplatforms,isnotdecided
yet.Thereisalsoasuggestionthat
onlyoneplatformcanfunctionin

bilingualduringtheinter-Session
period,”anofficialsaid.
Somemembers in the panel

hadsuggestedthatthenewchan-
nelshouldcapture“variousactiv-
ities beyond the proceedings of
the twoHouses, including the
functioning of committees and
development activities of the
membersintheirconstituencies”.
Butthosedetailsarestillbeing

workedout,thesourcessaid.
On the need for amerger of

the two channels, a committee
membersaid:“Therewasaneed
for integrated programmes. It
doesnotlookgoodforParliament
of India to be running two sepa-
ratechannels.”
Welcomingthegovernment's

announcement, Surya Prakash
told The Indian Express: “My

committee had recommended
themergerforbettersynergyand
integration of the two channels.
Wewereaskedtoexamine if the
integrationwas possible, and to
lookatthemodalities.”
The contents of the report,

submitted to both Rajya Sabha
chairmanMVenkaiahNaiduand
LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirla, are
notyetpublic.
OppositionMPs in theUpper

Househaveexpressedapprehen-
sionsoverthemergerplans.
TMCMPDerekO'Brien said:

“Does it (the merger) help
Parliament function as an “insti-
tutionof accountability”?Will it
limitaccesstolivetelecasts?Will
MPshavelimitedairtimetoraise
issues?Will they findnewways
togetheard?”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

TWODAYSafter seniorCongress
leaderGhulamNabiAzadpraised
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,a
groupofCongressworkershelda
demonstration against him in
Jammu and burnt his effigy on
Tuesday.Hourslater,theCongress
saidthatthepeople, justasAzad,
haveafreerighttoraisetheirvoice
aboutwhattheythink.
TheCongress also supported

WestBengalpartyunitchiefAdhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, who had
comeunder attack from senior
leader Anand Sharma for the
party’s associationwith the ISF,
saying thewhole ideaof a larger
frontinBengalwastogivetheBJP
atoughfight.
On the burning of Azad's ef-

figy, Congress spokesperson
AbhishekSinghvisaidinDelhi:“I
amsurprisedthatyouareasking
me this question. In a free coun-
try,youdidnotquestiontheright
ofAzadtosaywhathedidor the
right of others to saywhat they
did...”
“This is ademocraticprocess.

Howcanyouquestiontherightof
people,whomay eithermisun-
derstandhisstatementornotlike
hisstatementtoraisetheirvoice?
Justlikehehastherighttoprotest,
we have a right to protest, you
have a right to protest, I have a
right to protest... sowhat is the
contradiction,Idon’tunderstand,”
hesaid.

Earlier, in Jammu, Congress
workersledbyPCCgeneralsecre-
taryShahnawazChoudharyheld
a demonstration against Azad
outside the Exhibition Ground
and demanded action against
him. Soon after the demonstra-
tion ended, Azad loyalists also
heldademonstrationatthesame
place, demanding action against
Shahnawaz. On the Bengal al-
liance, Singhvi said theCongress
gottheseatsithadaskedforinthe
alliance.“Secondly,alargefront,a
secular front has been created
mainlytocombattheBJP.Now, if
oneofthepartiesofthatfrontthe
CPMdecides to give some seats
out of its own quota towhat is
called as the ISF, I think, theper-
spectiveisverydifferent.”

INPUTSFROMENS,JAMMU

Anti-AzadprotestinJammu;
(below) ademonstrationin
hisfavouronTuesday.Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

SENIORCONGRESSleaderRahul
Gandhi on Tuesday said the
Emergency imposed by his
grandmother and former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in 1975
wasa“mistake”and“wrong”but
argued the Congress had at no
point attempted to capture the
country’s institutional frame-
workwhich iswhat is happen-
ingnow.Helikenedthescenario
in India todaywiththatof Egypt
andSaudiArabia.
InaconversationwithKaushik

Basu, professor at the Cornell
University,Gandhisaid:“Thereis
nowonebigmother institution
calledtheRSSthat ispenetrating
allIndianinstitutions.Thereisnot
asingleonewhichisnotunderat-
tack…Thejudiciary,thepress,the
bureaucracy, Election
Commission…everysingleinsti-
tutionissystematicallybeingfilled
bypeoplewhohave aparticular
ideology andbelong to a certain
institution. Iwouldnot sayerod-
ing, Iwouldsaystrangling.”
Gandhi saidheused towon-

der“howdoesa(Hosni)Mubarak
winanelectionwith97percent
of the vote.” He added: "The
crony capitalists figured out is
thattheRSSisasortofinstitution
that can be used to capture the
political system.Andthetrade is
verymuchlikeinSaudiArabia.In
Saudi Arabia, theWahhabis say
youletushandletheinstitutional
structureofMeccaandyouhan-
dlethe….theroyalfamilyhandles
thefinancesoftheoil….sothereis
asplit.Thisisexactlywhatishap-
peninghere.”

Emergency was
wrong but today’s
India like Egypt
and Saudi: Rahul

NewDelhi:TheBJPTuesdaytook
aswipeattheCongressamidavo-
caldissidencewithintheopposi-
tionparty,sayingitsideologyisall
about fulfilling theGandhi fam-
ily’s “ambition”, and anyone
speaking against it or standing
with the “rightful” agenda of
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiis
castigated.
BJP spokesperson Sambit

Patra said at a press conference
thattheCongresswill “castigate”
anyonewhowantsdemocracyin
theparty.
While stating that the “G23”,

a reference to the group of 23
Congress leaders who have
pushedforanorganisationalover-
haul in the party, is an internal
matter of the opposition party,
Patra said it is “saddening” tosee
leaders like GhulamNabi Azad
andothersbeingtargeted. PTI

Rs 172 crore
spent on ads in
one year: Baghel

BJP: Sad to see
leaders like Azad
being castigated

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has spent over Rs 172
crore between January 1, 2020
andJanuary31,2021onpublish-
ing advertisements, Chief
MinisterBhupeshBaghelsaidin
theAssemblyonTuesday.
Hewasreplyingtoaquestion

by leader of the Opposition
DharamlalKaushik.
According to Baghel, the

state’sdirectorateof public rela-
tions spentRs172.27crore from
the publicity fund from January
1, 2020 till January 31, 2021. Of
the total amount, Rs 70.28 crore
was spent on electronicmedia,
while Rs 65.80 crorewas spent
on the print media (display),
Baghel said. Similarly, Rs 29.42
crorewerespentunderfieldpub-
licity, Rs 5.81 crore under tribal
sub-plan, itwasstated. ENS

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,MARCH2

A SENIOR serving IPS officer of
Bihar cadrehas called for forma-
tion of an exclusiveministry for
thewelfare of “socio-economi-
cally backward people” among
uppercastes.
Aravind Pandey, Director

General and Civil Defence
Commissioner,addedthatbygiv-
ingreservation–10percentEWS
quota–topeopleofnon-reserved
categories, the Central govern-
menthasalsoendorsedtheneed
tosupportthepooramongupper
castes.
The senior IPS officer’s state-

ment cameaday after the JD(U)

setupanuppercastecell–thefirst
partyinBihartodoso.Theruling
partymadeNitishKumarTantan,
anupper casteBhumihar leader,
thecell’sfirstpresident.
Pandey,a1988-batchIPSoffi-

cer, who went public with his
views onMondaywith a social
media post said: “I just shared
what I hadbeendiscussingwith
a formermember of Bihar EBC
Commission. I agree with his
opinionthatjustastherehasbeen
aminoritydevelopmentministry,
scheduled caste development
ministry, OBC andEBCdevelop-
mentministries, there is need to
setupSwarnVikasMantralayafor
benefit of those among upper
caste groupswhose socio-eco-
nomicconditionisnotgood.”

Asked if hewasmaking such
ademand fromthe state or cen-
tral governments inhis capacity
as a serving IPS officer, Pandey
said: “I amnotmaking any de-
mand fromany position. I have
sharedwhatisalreadybeingdis-
cussedinpublicdomain...”
PramodChandravanshi, for-

mer Bihar EBC Commission
member,said:“TheIPSofficerwas
referringtomeinhissocialmedia
post. Igatheredfrommyfieldex-
periencethatthepooramongup-
percastesneedthebenefitofgov-
ernment schemes like others. If
theJD(U)hasnowsetupanupper
castecell,itisbecauseofconstant
pressurefromallofus.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Bihar IPS officer: Need ministry
for backward among upper castes

Sri Lanka clears port
project to be built by
India, Japan firms

WCTisstrategically located
next toa$500-million
Chinese-runcontainer jetty

Anti-Azad protest in
Jammu, Cong says
free to raise voice

PJKurien,MVeerappaMoily, SandeepDikshit,AjaySingh

Standby letter, but boundaries
shouldn’t bebreached:4 leaders

Govt accepts panel recommendations;
LSTV, RSTV merged into Sansad TV

New Delhi



GOVT&POLITICS6 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,MARCH3,2021

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH2

WITHTHEcountdownhavingbe-
gun for the Assembly polls in
Tamil Nadu, both the ruling
AIADMKandtheoppositionDMK
allianceshavehitroadblocks.
TheAIADMKisinafixasallies

BJP andRSSwant to facilitate re-
entryintothepartyofoustedgen-
eral secretary V K Sasikala, the
closest aide of the late J
Jalayalithaa.Ontheotherside,the
DMKisrefusingtohandoutmore
seatstotheCongress.
A senior AIADMKminister

saidalate-nightmeetingofUnion
HomeMinister Amit Shahwith
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami andDeputy CMO
PanneerselvamoftheAIADMKin
Chennai onSundaynightwasn’t
conclusive.ButtheBJPisexpected
tokeeppressingtheSasikalaissue
inthecomingdaysthroughmul-
tiplechannelsandemissaries.
This remains themain stum-

blingblocknowinthealliance,an
AIADMK leader said. "Seat-shar-
ing talks are almost over. Prime
ally PMK will get 23
seats, theBJPwill get21
constituencies aswell
the ticket for the
KanyakumariLokSabha
seat (whose sitting
Congress MP died of
Covid-19lastyear)."The
AIADMKwillcontest170
seats.
In 2016, of the 234

seats, theAIADMKcon-
tested in227seatsandwon136;
thePMKandBJPcontestedsepa-
rately and didn't open account.
TheDMKfought in178andwon
89seats.
The AIADMKminister said,

“TheBJPbelievesSasikala’sre-en-
trywouldhelptheAIADMK-NDA
alliance.ButwhilePanneerselvam
wasokaywith this, Palaniswami
wasn’t.His camp isprobably ap-
prehensiveofSasikala(whocalled
the shots during Jayalalithaa's
time) capturing the party if al-

lowedback.Hefearsthat leaders
wouldbecomeherdummies."
ThatSasikalastillwieldsclout

in theparty is clear. The
AIADMK leader quoted
above said almost half
thepartywantshertore-
turn.“Atleast50%of the
leaders think it will
strengthen the party.
Manyfromthedeltaand
southern districts are
Sasikala loyalists.
Panneerselvam also
agrees with the BJP

plan."
A senior BJP leader said they

hadpreparedalistof60potential
seats they could contest andde-
manded 33 seats from the
AIADMK.While claiming igno-
rance about theAIADMK's claim
of giving 21 seats to the BJP, the
leaderhintedtheywouldbeokay
with this number if the Sasikala
factionwasaccommodatedinthe
alliance.
Theproblemsaretougher for

theDMK,thatseesitselfashaving

awinningshot.ChiefMKStalinis
leadingamuchbiggeralliance,in-
cluding the Congress, Left, and
other smallerparties.He is insis-
tent that theDMKcontest170 to
180seatsatleast.
However, talks with the

Congresshavebeenstuck. “The
Congresshasdemandedamin-
imum 34 seats while the DMK
is of the view that they cannot
givemore than18 seats,” said a
Congress leader from the state.
In 2016, the Congress hadwon
only 8 of the 41 seats it con-
tested. The only other party to
open its account in the state in
2016 apart from the AIADMK,
DMK and Congress was IUML,
with 1 seat.
Stalin'stoughstanceintheseat

talkswiththeCongressalsohasto
dowithhisbeliefthatthiselection
-- the first without supremos
JayalalithaaandMKarunanidhiin
thepicture -- is inhis pocket, es-
tablishing him finally as his fa-
ther'srightfulheir.
“Not only his professional

strategist Prashant Kishor,who
doesnotseefacesbutonlyfigures
anddata,butStalin’sclosestcircle
in theparty and family toohave
givenhimtheimpressionthatthe
DMKcanwinon its own," said a
DMKleader.
Warning against this "over-

confidence", the leader added,
"Stalinhadadoptedthesameap-
proach in 2016, leading to the
DMK’sdefeat.Hopehewon’t re-
peatthemistake."
At the same time, the high-

profile road shows of Rahul
Gandhi inthepast fewdayshave
not gone down well with the
DMK.“Thesehavebecomeexclu-
siveprogrammesoftheCongress.
That is unfortunate,” the DMK
leaderpointedout.
Should the seat talks in the

two camps fall through, it will
hurtboththeAIADMKandDMK.
That will leave them pitted
against not only the Congress
and Sasikala but also smaller
parties such as Kamal Haasan's
MakkalNeedhiMaiam.

Yogi says ‘lawlessness’
in Bengal, Trinamool’s
retort: Hathras video
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH2

CAMPAIGNING FOR the BJP in
Malda’s Gazole, Uttar Pradesh
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathon
Tuesdayclaimedtherewas“law-

lessness” in
West Bengal.
This triggered
sharp remarks
from TMC
leaders, who
hit back with
videos of the
incidentinUP’s
Hathraswhere
a man out on
bail in a mo-

lestationcaseallegedlykilledthe
victim'sfather.
Accusing the Mamata

Banerjee government of “ap-
peasement politics”, Adityanath
alleged that incidents of ''love ji-
had''werenot being stoppedby
the TMC government in West
Bengal. “The TMC government
hasaproblemwithrefugeesget-
ting citizenshipbut has no issue
withillegalimmigrantscomingto
the state," Adityanath said at the
rally.Healsoclaimedthatraising
of “Jai Shri Ram” sloganwasnot

allowedinWestBengal.
TMCministers Shashi Panja

andFirhadHakim,TMCMPKakoli
Ghosh Dastidar and cricketer
Manoj Tiwary, who recently
joinedtheTMC,tweetedvideosof
the incident in Hathras with a
hashtag “BJPHatao, Beti Bachao
(removeBJP,savegirls)”.

In Priyanka’s five Assam
promises, law to nullify CAA
ABHISHEKSAHA&
MANOJCG
GUWAHATI,NEWDELHI,
MARCH2

UNVEILINGWHAT appeared to
be the centrepiece of theparty’s
manifestofor theAssemblyelec-
tions inAssam, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra an-
nounced Tuesday five “guaran-
tees”,includingalawtonullifythe
Citizenship (Amendment)Act, if
thepartyisvotedtopower.
Other than the law tonullify

theCAA—Priyankatoldarally in
Tezpurthatitwouldbetheparty’s
first step—thepromises include
fivelakhgovernmentjobs,raising
thewagesof tea gardenworkers
toRs365,freeelectricityupto200
units per household, Rs 2,000
monthly income support to
homemakers. “The BJP has at-
tacked the very existence of
Assam. They arewaging awar
against it... Theyhad said before
electionsthatCAAwillnotbeim-
plemented, but they did,”
Priyanka said at the rally.
Influentialgroupsandseveral

parties consider the CAA to be
detrimentaltotheinterestsofthe
indigenous people of Assam.
“TheyhavespokenabouttheCAA
allacrossthecountry,butherein
Assam, they did not have the
courage to talk about CAA,” she
said.
WhentheAssamAccordwas

signed by her father, the then
PrimeMinister RajivGandhi, its
mainaim,shesaid,wastoprotect
Assam’s culture and not let the
CentredictateanythingtoAssam.
“TheBJPhasdonetheexactoppo-
site of that in the last five years,”

shesaid.
ShesaidtheBJPmakes

promisesbutnever fulfils
them.“Theysaidtheywill
protect ‘jati, mati and
bheti’ (community, land
and hearth) of Assam.
TheysaidCAAwill notbe
implemented. They said
provisions of Clause 6 of
theAssamAccordwill be imple-
mented... You trusted themand
gavethemyourvotes...Afterwin-
ning elections, theypassedCAA.
Now when they come to you
again, theywill againmake tall
promises,”shesaid.
Clause 6 of the Accord says

“Constitutional, legislativeandad-
ministrativesafeguards,asmaybe
appropriate, shallbeprovidedto
protect,preserveandpromotethe
cultural,social,linguisticidentityand
heritageoftheAssamesepeople”.
Targeting Prime Minister

NarendraModi, Priyanka said:
“Whenever youhave struggled,
the country’s PMhasnot visited
you... You suffered in lockdown
and therewere floods also then,
but the PMdidnot come tovisit
you.Hedidnotannounceit tobe

anationaldisaster.”
On Tuesday, she

visitedteagardensand
interacted with the
workers there. The
wages of tea garden
workers is a long-
standing issue in
Assam.Lastmonth,the
Assam government

announced that thewage of tea
garden workers would be in-
creasedfromRs167toRs217per
day.Moreover, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, at a rally in
February, had said that his party
wouldensureawageofRs365per
dayifelectedtopower.
It is unusual for anAICCgen-

eralsecretaryinchargeofanother
state tomake such announce-
ments.
Inthepast,Priyankahasrarely

campaigned in states headed to
Assembly elections. Shewas in
Assamduringthe2019LokSabha
electionsandheldaroadshowin
Silchar, campaigning forMahila
CongresspresidentSushmitaDev.
Thistime,shehascampaignedfor
twodays. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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THESUPREMECourtonTuesday
took exception to the Centre
seeking more time to comply
withitsdirectiontoinstallCCTV
cameras in theofficesof central
investigative agencies and ob-
servedthatitwasgettingtheim-
pression that the government
wasdragging its feet.
“Wearegettingadistinctim-

pression that you are dragging

your feet,” a bench headed by
JusticeRFNarimansaid.
The bench, also comprising

JusticesBRGavaiandHrishikesh
Roy,saiditwasnotacceptingthe
“excuses” given by the Centre
seekingadjournment.“Thiscon-
cerns the rights of citizens...We
are not accepting the excuses,”
thebench told SolicitorGeneral
TusharMehta,whoappearedfor
theCentre.
Mehtasubmittedthatthemat-

termayhave ramifications and
soughttimetoreply.Thebenchre-

sponded: “Wearenotconcerned
abouttheramifications.”
OnDecember 2 last year, the

court had asked the states and
UnionTerritories to “ensure that
CCTV cameras are installed in
each and every police station
functioning” in their respective
limits and to store the recording
foraminimumperiodofoneyear.
Thecourtalsoaskedthecen-

tralgovernment“toinstallCCTV
cameras and recording equip-
ment”intheofficesoftheCentral
BureauofInvestigation,National

Investigation Agency,
Enforcement Directorate,
Narcotics Control Bureau,
Department of Revenue
Intelligence, Serious Fraud
Investigation Office and “any
other agencywhich carries out
interrogationsandhasthepower
ofarrest... inthesamemanneras
itwould inapolicestation”.
Therulingcameonapetition

filed by Paramvir Singh Saini,
who raised the issue of audio-
videorecordingofstatementsof
witnesses and installation of

CCTVs inpolice stations.
On Tuesday, the court asked

Mehta about the allocation of
funds for CCTV installation in
central agency offices. Mehta
sought somemore time follow-
ingwhich the court gave three
weeks timeto fileanaffidavit.
Senior Advocate Siddharth

Dave,who is assisting the court
as Amicus Curiae in thematter,
submitteda reporton the time-
lineofdifferentstatestocomply
with theDecember2direction.
Thecourthad intheDKBasu

versusStateofWestBengalcaseof
2015directed that CCTVsbe in-
stalledinallpolicestationsandpris-
onstocheckhumanrightsabuses.
However, when it sought a

statusreportfromthestatesand
UTsonSaini’s petition, 14 states
andtwoUTsresponded.Thema-
jority of them lacked details on
installation andworking of the
CCTVcamerasintheirpolicesta-
tions followingwhich the court
directed that “it is imperative to
ensure that CCTV cameras are
installed”atallpolice stations.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH2

AIADMK REBEL leader TTV
DhinakaranonTuesdaysaidhis
outfit AmmaMakkalMunnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK)will lead a
third front in the upcoming
Assembly polls “to prevent the
DMK’s victory”. Dhinakaran,
who had floated the AMMK
alongwithVKSasikalaafterthey
were expelled from the
AIADMK,alsodismissedreports
about his camp holding talks
with theBJPas “rumours”.
“We are talking to some im-

portantparties,”Dhinakaransaid.
“Cannot reveal now,” he said
when askedwhether hewas in
talkswiththeCongress,amidre-
portsof theparty lookingout for
options after being offered only
18seats intheDMK-ledalliance.
To repeated questions about

hisparty’seffortstogetCongress
andother parties, he said not all
alliance talks need to be held at
thepartyoffice. “Ourdesignated
leadersareintalkswithdifferent
parties,”hesaid.
Askedwhetherhewouldjoin

AIADMK-BJPalliance,hesaidthe

“DMKistheonlyenemy”.“There
isnorigidstandagainstanyother
party.Wewill join anyonewho
would join handswith us to de-
feat DMK,” Dhinakaran said.
“Whoever comes to accept our
leadership, wewill join hands
with them,”hesaid toaseriesof
questionsabouthisapproachto-
wardstherulingAIADMK.
Dhinakaran’s remarks about

leadinganalliancehastriggered
speculation about a third front.
Other than AMMKwith a little
morethan4percentvoteshare,
parties currently standing out-
side the DMK and AIADMK al-
liances are Kamal Haasan’s
Makkal NeedhiMaiam (MNM)
andSeeman’sNaamThamizhar
party—eachwithavoteshareof
about2percent.
AnAMMK-ledthirdfrontcan

cost theAIADMKasDhinakaran
isbelievedtohavegrabbedabout
15percentof theAIADMKvotes
inthe2019LokSabhapolls.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE SEAT-SHARING talks be-
tweentheCongress,LeftFrontand
ISF, the newly-formed outfit of
Furfura Sharif cleric Abbas
Siddiqui, for the West Bengal
Assembly polls made some
progressonTuesday,accordingto
partyinsiders.
Sources said that Congress,

whichhadagreedtogivefiveseats
totheISF,hasagreedtogivethree
more to theparty.The ISF,onthe
other hand, is demanding three
more seats, which is being op-
posedbytheCongress.
“Thenegotiation is going on.

The ISF's demand cannot be ful-
filled a 100per cent, butwewill
try our level best,” said a CPI(M)
leaderinvolvedinthenegotiation.
“We had earlier set aside some
seats for theNCP, RJD andother
parties, but since someof them
arenowwilling tobacktheTMC,
weareofferingthoseseats tothe
Congress and other allies,” the
CPI(M)leadersaid.
Thedevelopmentcomesamid

abitterspatbetweenWestBengal
CongresspresidentAdhirRanjan
Chowdhury andAnandSharma,
a prominent member of the
party's dissident “G-23” who
Monday said that an association
withtheISFflewinthefaceofthe
coreideologyof theCongress.
TheCongressalsocameoutin

support of Chowdhury. “A large
front,asecularfronthasbeencre-
atedmainlytocombattheBJP... if
oneofthepartiesofthatfront,the
CPM, decides to give some seats
out of its own quota towhat is
called as the ISF, I think, theper-
spective is very different,”
CongressspokespersonAbhishek
Singhvisaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
is likely toaddressat least20ral-
lies inWest Bengal during the
Assemblypolls.Modiisscheduled
to hold a rally at BrigadeParade
GroundinKolkataonMarch7.

Sources in
theBJPsaidthe
PMisalsolikely
toaddressfive-
six public ral-
lies in Assam,
whichwillwit-
ness a three-
phaseelection.
Senior BJP

leader Rahul
Sinhasaid,“We

hadaskedforaround30ralliesby
Modi-ji.Weareconfidentthathe
will at least address 20 rallies in
thestate.”
ThePMhadaddressedaround

12ralliesintherun-uptotheBihar
Assemblypolls lastyear.
According to a senior party

leader, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP national
president JPNaddaare likely to
address over 50 rallies each in
WestBengal.
For PM Modi’s rally at

BrigadeParadegroundonMarch
7, the BJP has set a target of get-
ting a crowd of at least 10 lakh.
Forthis,thepartyhasalreadybe-
ganadoor-to-doorcampaignre-
questing people to attend the
PM’s first rally since elections
wereannounced.StateBJPpres-
ident Dilip Ghosh and senior
partyleaderKailashVijayvargiya
havevisitedthegroundtomon-
itorpreparations.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THEBOMBattackonWestBengal
ministerJakirHossainwillnowbe
probedbytheNIAaftertheCentre
tookover thecaseunder theNIA
Actwithoutseekingthestategov-
ernment’sconsent,sourcessaid.
TheTrinamoolCongressMLA

andstate labourministerwasin-
juredalongwith21otherswhen
a bomb exploded at
Murshidabad’sNimtita Railway
Station on February 17. Hewas
waitingatPlatformNo.2toboard
atraintoKolkata,whentheIEDis
suspectedtohavebeentriggered.
TheNIAhas registereda case

based on the FIR filed by the
Azimganj Government Railway
Police under Sections 326
(Voluntarilycausinggrievoushurt
bydangerousweaponsormeans),
307(attempttomurder)and120B
(criminal conspiracy) apart from
sections of the Explosive
SubstancesAct.
TheGRPcomesunderopera-

tional control of state govern-
ments.
TheNIAhas not invoked the

UnlawfulActivitiesPreventionAct
(UAPA).“Asofnowwehavenotin-
vokedUAPAasitismerelyare-reg-
istrationoftheWestBengalpolice
FIR. If our investigations show
UAPAshouldbeinvoked,itwillbe
invoked,”anNIAofficialsaid.
TheWest Bengal CID,which

wasalsoprobingthecase,hadear-
lierrecoveredamobilephoneand
acircuitfromthespotoftheblast
and even detained and ques-
tioned aBangladeshi national. It
is,however,notclearyetwhocar-

riedouttheattack.
SourcessaidNIAwillseekde-

tails of the investigation carried
outby the stateCIDand thema-
terials recovered by them from
thestate.
Last week, Chief Minister

MamataBanerjee andGovernor
Jagdeep Dhankhar had met
Hossain at the hospital.While
Dhankhar sought anNIAprobe,
Banerjee called the blast a con-
spiracy and alleged a political
partywaspressuringtheminister
tojoinit.
StateMinister FirhadHakim

had earlier said, “Oneminister
walks towards the platform
wherebombswereplanted.Ashe
reached,suddenlyelectricitywas
turned off. An explosion hap-
pened and theminister got in-
jured.Hissupporterswerealsose-
riously injured.Whydid suchan
attack takeplace?Murshidabad
hasturnedintoastrongholdofthe
TMC;hence,somepeoplearetry-
ing to create fear. Is this India or
RamgarhofGabbarSingh?”
Railways had denied the

chargeofelectricitybeingturned
off.
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HARYANAGOVERNORSNArya
onTuesdaygavehisassenttothe
Haryana State Employment of
LocalCandidatesAct,2021,passed
bytheVidhanSabhaclearingthe
wayfora75percentquotainpri-
vate sector for job seekers from
Haryana. TheActwill remain in
forceacross thestate foraperiod
ofatleast10years.
The Act will apply to all the

companies,societies,trusts, lim-
ited liability partnership firms,
partnership firms and any per-
son employing 10 ormore per-
sonsandanentityasmaybeno-
tified by the government from
timeto time.
“TheHaryanaGovernortoday

gavehisassent...Thegovernment
will notify it soon,”CMManohar
LalKhattartoldreportersatapress
conferenceinChandigarh.

The Haryana Assembly had
last year passed the law, a key
pollpromisemadebytheruling
alliance partner Jannayak Janta
Party in the run up to the 2019
Assemblypolls.
Deputy CM Dushyant

Chautalasaid,“It isadayofgreat
happiness for the youths of
Haryana as the Governor has
given his assent to the Bill.
Haryananativeswillhave75per
cent reservation in all such jobs
inallkindsof industries.Wewill
soonnotifyitsdetailedrulesand
regulationsandpublish it in the
official gazette.”
As per the Act, every em-

ployerhastoregisteremployees
onthegovernmentportal.

ADMKweighs BJP push for Sasikala;
DMKCong’s push formore seats

PriyankaGandhiVadra felicitatedbyCongress leadersduringarally inTezpur.DasarathDeka
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Getting impression you are dragging feet: SC to Centre

Centre hands over
probe into bomb
attack on Trinamool
minister to NIA
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UpperAssam,
NorthBankfocus

THEPLACESPriyanka visitedhold key toCongress elec-
tion efforts inAssam. Shewas inUpperAssamandNorth
Bankdistricts. “RahulGandhi had also come toUpper
Assam. Last time,wewononly ahandful in these regions.
Wehave to get up to20 seats here…otherwisewe can-
not form the government,” a party leader said.

TTV
Dhinakaran

Govtwill
notify it
soon:ML
Khattar

DMK only enemy:
Dhinakaran says
AMMK talking to
parties for third front

Law for 75% quota for
Haryana locals in pvt
jobs gets Gov’s nod

MNMchiefKamalHaasanreceivestheCovidvaccineata
hospital inChennai.“Immunisationof thebodyimmediately.
Vaccinationagainstcorruptionnextmonth.Getready,”he
tweetedinareferencetotheTamilNadupolls.Haasanhas
oftenhitoutattheAIADMKovercorruptionallegations.PTI

UPCMYogiAdityanathatBJP’s ‘ParivartanYatra’, atGazole
inMalda,Tuesday.PTI

PM likely to
hold over 20
Bengal rallies;
at Brigade
on Sunday

Seat-sharing
talks with ISF
on, Congress
asserts alliance
large, secular

Kolkata: The National
Commission forWomen
(NCW)hastakensuomotu
cognizanceof an incident
in Nimta where a BJP
worker and his elderly
mother were allegedly
thrashedbyTMCworkers
inNorth24Parganasdis-
trictonFebruary27.NCW
chief Rekha Sharma on
Monday wrote to the
Bengal DGP seeking ac-
tion. It has alsowritten to
the Chief Election
Commissioner on the
matter. The TMCdenied
theallegation. ENS

Nimta attack:
NCW writes
to poll panel

Theblastoccuredwhen
JakirHossaiwaswaitingto
boardatrain toKolkataat
Nimtitarailwaystation. File

CCTVs INOFFICESOFPROBEAGENCIES
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PRESS NOTICE FOR APPOINTMENT OF THE
CHAIRPERSON AS PER MAHARASHTRA
WATER RESOURCES REGULATORY
AUTHORITY (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2016
(MAHARASHTRA ACT NO. VIII OF 2017) :

GOVERNMENT of Maharashtra (GoM) has enacted
Maharashtra Water Resources Regulatory Authority Act,
2005 to regulate water resources within the State of
Maharashtra, facilitate and ensure judicious, equitable
and sustainable management, allocation and utilisation of
water resources, fix the rates for use of water for
agriculture, industrial, drinking and other purposes and
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Fresh nominations are invited by undersigned on
behalf of Selection Committee for the post of Chairperson
of Maharashtra Water Resources Regulatory Authority on
or before Wednesday, 31st March, 2021 upto 17.00 p.m.

Candidates who have applied for the said post as per
the advertisement published earlier are required to re-
submit the new application.

All the relevant details regarding eligibility criteria,
service conditions, details to be furnished along with the
nomination as per the Maharashtra Water Resources
Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Act, 2016
(Maharashtra Act No. VIII of 2017) are available on
following web sites.

https://maharashtra.gov.in
https://wrd.maharashtra.gov.in
https://mwrra.org

Sd/-
(Dr. Sanjay Belsare)

Chief Engineer (WR) & Joint Secretary
Water Resources Department,
Government of Maharashtra.

DGIPR/2020-2021/2673

Public Auction Notice

Debts Recovery Tribunal

State Bank of India, SARB, 2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 1
Vs

Sunil Kumar Thakur & Others
(In R.P. Case No. 337/2018 arising out of Certificate No. O.A. 58/2018)

& Others,

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
As per order dated 08/02/2021, under mentioned property will be sold by public online e-Auction on the date and time

mentioned herein for recovery of Rs. 25,71,158/- from the sum is recoverable together with

interest, cost, charges, as per the certificate. The auction sale will be by way of online e-Auction.

Sunil Kumar Thakur

A, B & F Wings, Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna-800025

Details of e-auction agency:
Company Name/address :- M/s E-procurement Technologies Limited, A-801, Wall Street - II, Opp.- Orient Club, Nr. Gujrat
College, Ellis Bridge,Ahmedabad - 380006, Gujrat, India.
Contact No. 079-61200548.
Website add: https://drt.auctiontiger.net
e-mailAddress:- bihar@auctiontiger.net, hardik@auctiontiger.net, support@auctiontiger.net
Contact Person: Mr. Marty Jhon (Mob. No. 9978434773)
Details of the facilitation center:
Address:- State Bank of India, SARB, 2nd Floor, Patna SBI Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 800 001, Bihar,
India, E-mail ID:- sbi.05176@sbi.co.in
Name of Contact Person: Mr. Nand Kishore Kumar, Chief Manager, SARB, Patna.
Mob. No. 9709119255, e-mail ID: nand_kishore.kumar@sbi.co.in .

ACCOUNT DETAIL FOR ONLINE MONEY TRANSFER

(Kumar Rajiv Ranjan)
Recovery OfficerDated : 01/03/2021.

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF SALE:-
1. The property shall be sold "as is where is basis".
2. The intending bidders should register the participation with the service provider well in advance and get user ID and password

for participating in E-auction. It can be procured only when the requisite Earnest Money Deposit be paid by prescribed mode.
3. To take part in Auction, each bidder shall deposit Earnest Money (EMD) @ of 10% of the Reserve Price which shall be

paid by electronic transfer to the concerned Bank's EMD Account or through DD/Pay order drawn in favour of
Recovery Officer, DRT., Patna alongwith copy of PAN Card, Address Proof and Identity proof with E-mail ID, Mobile No.
of bidder. The Envelope containing EMD along with details of documents should be superscribed R.P. No. 337/2018
and in case of the company copy of resolution by the Board members of the company or any other document
confirming representation/attorney of the company should reach on or before 4.00 P.M. of 24/03/2021 in the office of
Recovery Officer, DRT., Patna or should credit the amount in respective Bank's/Financial Institution’s account. EMD
received thereafter shall not be considered.

4. The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% of the sale proceeds (including EMD) on the Next working day of sale through the
mode as stated above.

5. The purchaser shall deposit the balance 75% of the sale proceeds before the undersigned on or before 15th day from the date of
sale of the Property, exclusive of such day, or if the 15th day be Sunday or other holiday, then on the first office day after the 15th
day alongwith the poundage fee @ 2% upto Rs. 1,000/- and @ 1 % on the excess of such gross amount over Rs. 1000/- by
prescribed mode as stated above.

6. In case of default of payment within the prescribed period, the property shall be resold, after the issue of fresh proclamation of
sale. The deposit, after defraying the expenses of the sale, may, if the undersigned thinks fit, be forfeited to the Government and
the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or to any part of the sum for which it may subsequently be sold.

7. The Recovery Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or bids or to postpone or cancel the e-auction without
assigning any reasons.

8. EMD of unsuccessful bidder shall be returned the same day of auction by DRT/ Bank by credit to the account of bidder mention
in bid form.

9. Prospective bidder may avail online training from sevice provider.
10.Prospective bidders are advised to go through the website for details terms & conditions of sale before submitting their bids or

contact Branch Manager of the concerned Branch.

Description of Property:

All that piece and parcel of land Vide Sale Deed No. 1729 dated
24.03.2014 in the name of Smt. Rupam Kumar, Certificate Debtor No. 2
situated at Mauza- Panhas (Lohia Nagar), Pargana- Balia, Thana, Sub-
Division and District- Begusarai, Khata No. 160, Khesra No. 1344, Thana
No. 355, Tauzi No. 603 area measuring 1 Katha. Bounded and butted as
follows- North : Gaya Singh; South : Indumati Jha; East : Purnima Singh;
and West : Kacha Road.

26/03/2021
between 12.30 P.M.
to 4.00 P.M. with auto
extension clause in
case of bid in last 5
m i n u t e s b e f o r e
closing, if required.

Rs. 3,10,000/-
(Rupees Three
Lacs and Ten
Thousand) on
or before
24/03/2021 upto
4.00 P.M.

Rs.31,00,000/-
(Rupees
Thirty One
Lacs Only)

Description of Property Reserve
Price

EMD Date and Time of
Auction

ACCOUNT NO. & NAME NAME IFSC CODE

31472262527
SARB COLLECTION A/C

STATE BANK OF INDIA SBIN0000152

2nd Floor,A, B & F Wing, Karpuri Thakur
Sadan,Ashiana Digha Road, Patna- 800025

STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB,
PATNA, BIHAR....Certificate Holder

Vs.

Certificate Debtor

M/S MAA BHAWANI ENGICON
PVT. LTDAND ORS

.....

R.P. No. 89/2020

NOTICE UNDER RULE 2 OF SECOND SCHEDULE OF
INCOME TAX ACT, 1961 READ WITH SECTION 29 OF
RECOVERY OF DEBTS AND BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993

To,
1.

, E 102,
SUMIT CHANDRAM GRIHAM
APARTMENT, RAM NAGRI
ROAD, ASHIANA NAGAR,
PATNA.

In view of the Recovery
Certificate issued in O.A. Case No.
696 of 2019 dated 08.05.2020
passed by the Presiding Officer,
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Patna, an
amount of Rs. 30,33,515/- (Rupees
T h i r t y L a c s T h i r t y - t h r e e
Thousand Five Hundured and
fifteen only) along with cost,
expenses and pendentelite and
future interest @12.05% p.a.
Simple from 02.10.2019 till the
realization of the entire sum due and
recoverable is due against you.
2. You are hereby called upon to
deposit the above sum within 15
days of the receipt of the notice,
failing which the recovery shall be
made as per ruels.

In additions to the sum aforesaid
you will be liable to pay:
(a)Such interest is as payable for the

period commencing immediately
after this notice of the execution
proceedings.

(b)All costs, charges and expenses
incurred in respect of the service
of this notice and other process
that may be taken for recovering
the amount due.

3. You are, hereby, ordered to
appear before the undersigned on
11.06.2021 at 12 noon.

M / S M A A B H A W A N I
ENGICON PVT. LTD

S R I S A N J AY K U M A R
( D I R E C T O R & A M P ;
GUARANTOR)

SMT. MRIDULA KUMARI
( D I R E C T O R & A M P ;
GUARANTOR)

2.

, S/O SRI
BHAVNATH DAS, E 102,
SUMIT CHANDRAM GRIHAM
APT, RAM NAGRI ROAD,
ASHIANANAGAR, PATNA.

3. 4.

, W/O SRI
SANJAY KUMAR, RESIDENT
O F E 1 0 2 , S U M I T
C H A N D R A M G R A H A M
APARTMENT, RAM NAGRI
ROAD, ASHIANA NAGAR,
PATNA25.

DEMAND NOTICE

(KUMAR RAJIV RANJAN)
RECOVERY OFFICER

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, PATNA

FORM NO. 14
[See Regulation 33(2)]

Debts Recovery Tribunal, BIHAR : PATNA
Office of the Recovery Officer

Government of India

Date:20.02.2021

Narrow reading of law: SC
sets aside NGT dismissal
of appeal on time bar
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

HOLDING THAT the National
GreenTribunal’sdecisiontodis-
missanappealagainst theenvi-
ronment clearance granted to
theBhogapuramairportproject
in Andhra Pradesh as time-
barred was “erroneous and
basedonanarrowreadingofthe
law”, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday set aside the order and
asked the parties to appear be-
forethetribunaltoarguetheap-
pealonmerit.
On Monday, The Indian

ExpressreportedhowtheNGTin
2020 dismissed every second
appeal against greenclearances
dismissed on the technical
ground that appellants did not
approach the tribunal in time.
In its judgmentdeliveredon

Tuesday, the two-judge
SupremeCourtbenchof Justices
NageshwaraRaoandSRavindra
Bhatsaid:“AnappealtotheNGT
in suchmatters is no ordinary
matter; ithasthepotentialof ir-
revocablychangingtheenviron-
ment with the possibility of
likelyinjury.Applicationof judi-
cialmindbyanindependenttri-
bunal in such cases, at the first
appellate stage, is almost a
necessity.”
Theoriginalappealwasfiled

in the NGT in 2017 against the
environment clearancegranted
to GMR’s Bhogapuram

InternationalAirportprojectbe-
ing set up at Visakhapatnam. It
raisedissuesof illegalitiesandin-
firmitiessuchasconcealmentof
factsbythedeveloper, incorrect
baselinestudies;inadequateand
faulty environment impact as-
sessment, non-application of
mind during appraisal by the
Environmentministry’s expert
body, and violation of the
GreenfieldAirportspolicyof the
Ministryof CivilAviation.
The applicant moved the

apexcourtinOctober2020after
the NGT dismissed the appeal
filedonthe91stday,concluding
that there was no “sufficient
cause” tocondone thedelay.
Under the NGT Act, 2010, a

clearance can be challenged by
anaffectedpartywithin30days
while the tribunal has the au-
thority to condone another 60
days’ delay given “sufficient
cause”. This time limit applies
fromthedayof communication
asboth regulators anddevelop-
ers are legally required to place
every project clearance in the
publicdomain.
While theNGTheld that the

appealwas filedonthe91stday
even though the 90-day period
expiredonaSunday(November
12,2017),theSCruledthatthere
is no indication in the NGT Act
that Section 10 of the General
Clauses Act —which stipulates
that if a limitation expires on a
holiday,itwillextendtothenext
dayonwhich thecourtoroffice

isopen—couldnotbeapplied.
“This court is of the opinion

that given the mandate of the
NGT Act, the exercise of discre-
tion, aswasdone in this case, to
reject the appeal by dismissing
theapplication forcondonation
of delay, on the ground that no
sufficientcausewasshown,was
erroneous and based on a nar-
row reading of the law,” the
court said.
It also rejected the devel-

oper’sargumentthat“theappel-
lant is an interested party, and
cannot be called a public-spir-
itedcitizen,becauseshehadop-
posedacquisitionof landforthe
airport and therefore, was able
toaccesslegaladviceattheHigh
Court stage” to contest land ac-
quisition.
Thejudgmentsaid:“Thereis,

in our opinion, nothing in the
NGTActwhichexcludesparties
whowould be directly affected
by a project, that has environ-
mental repercussions, from ac-
cessing the tribunal. Likewise,
characterizing the nature of le-
gal advice that can be accessed
forchallenginglandacquisition,
assimilar toachallengetoenvi-
ronmental clearancewhich in-
volves application of mind to
technical issues in a detailed
manner, would be unfair and
simplistic.Scientificortechnical
support–apartfromexpertpro-
fessional legal advice is neces-
sary, if the NGT were to be
approached.”

Amazon Prime
exec’s challenge
to HC order in
SC today
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THESUPREMECourtTuesdayupheldaKeralaHigh
Courtrulingwhichheldthatresidentialaccommo-
dationfornunsandhostelsrunbycollegesfortheir
studentswillbeeligibleforexemptionfrompaying
buildingtaxundertheKeralaBuildingTaxAct,1975.
UnderSection3(1)(b)of theAct,buildings that

areusedprincipally for religious, charitableor ed-
ucational purposes, or as factories orworkshops,
areexempted frombuilding tax.
Thestate, initsappeal,hadarguedthatabuild-

ingusedprincipallyforreligiousoreducationalpur-
poses can only be a building that is used for reli-
gious/educationalactivityandnotforactivitywhich
hasnodirectconnectionwithreligious/educational
activity — such as residential quarters for nuns,
priestsorhostel accommodation for students.
However, the top court bench of Justices R F

NarimanandBRGavaidismissed thecontention.

NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourtonTuesdayaskedthe
CivilHospitalinKarnaldistrictofHaryanatosubmit
byMarch5amedicalreportexaminingthefeasibil-
ityofthepleaofa14-year-oldgirl,arapevictim,seek-
ingterminationofher26-week-oldpregnancy.
“Issue notice. Returnable on 05.03.2021”, a

benchheadedbyChief Justiceof IndiaSABobdeor-
dered and directed that “Medical Board – District
CivilHospital,Karnalmayexaminethegirlandsub-
mititsreportaboutthefeasibilityofherrequestfor
terminationof pregnancy”.
Thegirl,inherpleafiledthroughAdvocateVKBiju,

told thebenchalsocomprising JusticesASBopanna
andVRamasubramaniumthatshewasrapedbyher
cousin. Thepetition also contended that the foetus
couldhavegeneticabnormalitiessincetheaccusedis
adirectbloodrelativeof thepetitioner. ENS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

AMAZON PRIME Video on
Tuesdaysaiditrespectsitsview-
ers’ “diverse beliefs” and apolo-
gises unconditionally to anyone
whofelthurtbyscenesinTandav,
a starrypolitical saga that found
itself in trouble over allegations
thatitdepictedHindugodsinan
objectionablemanner.
In a statement, the streamer

said it “deeply regrets” the fact
that viewers considered certain
scenes to be objectionable and
added that those have already
beenremoved.
It said it would continue to

develop entertaining content
withpartnerswhile“complying
with the laws of India and re-
specting thediversityof culture
andbeliefsof ouraudiences”.
“AmazonPrimeVideo again

deeply regrets that viewers con-
sideredcertainscenestobeobjec-
tionableintherecentlylaunched
fictional series Tandav. Thiswas
never our intention, and the
scenesthatwereobjectedtowere
removed or edited when they
were brought to our attention,”
thecompanysaidinitsstatement.
“Werespectourviewers’ di-

verse beliefs and apologise un-
conditionallytoanyonewhofelt
hurtby thesescenes.Our teams
follow company content evalu-
ation processes, which we ac-
knowledge need to be con-
stantly updated to better serve
ouraudiences,” it added.
Facedwith FIRs, arrests and

callsforboycottoverallegations
thatithurtreligioussentiments,
the cast and crew of the Ali
AbbasZafar-directedseriesapol-
ogised twice. Eventually, the
team decided to cut the objec-
tionableportions.

Amazon Prime Video
apologises unconditionally
for web series ‘Tandav’

KERALA

Top court upholds HC
order exempting nun
accommodations, hostels
from paying building tax

Rape victim’s abortion plea:
Conduct minor’s medical
exam, SC tells Haryana govt

NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourtwill
WednesdayhearAmazonPrime
Video’s head of IndiaOriginals’
Aparna Purohit challenging the
AllahabadHighCourtorderdeny-
ingheranticipatorybailinconnec-
tionwithFIRsagainstheroverthe
webseriesTandav.
Her plea has been listed be-

fore a bench of Justices Ashok
BhushanandRSubhashReddy.
TheHClastweekrejectedher

anticipatorybailpleastating“...the
applicant had not been vigilant
andhasactedirresponsiblymak-
ingheropentocriminalprosecu-
tion inpermittingstreamingof a
moviewhichisagainstthefunda-
mental rights of themajority of
citizensofthiscountryandthere-
fore,herfundamentalrightof life
andlibertycannotbeprotectedby
grantofanticipatorybailtoherin
theexerciseofdiscretionarypow-
ersof thiscourt.” PTI

Resume physical
hearings: SCBA
chief to CJI

New Delhi: Newly elected
SupremeCourt Bar Association
(SCBA)president,senioradvocate
VikasSingh,haswrittentoCJISA

Bobdeurginghimtoresumephys-
icalhearings,whichwerestopped
duetoCovid-19.Singhstatedthat
the pandemic is “verymuch in

controlinthelast6-8weeks”and
“there is no justification to not
openthe...courtforphysicalhear-
ingscompletely”. ENS

New Delhi
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Look Out Notice

It is informed to the General Public through Medium of this notice
that the accused Arfat Ahmed S/o Mohd. Aslam Rio BulandPur
District Assar District Doda is involved in Case FIR No. 59/2016 U/s
420,465,467,468,471,120-B IPC stands registered at P/S Crime
Branch, Jammu. This investigating agency requires the arrest of
accused for legal proceedings but accused deliberately evading his
arrest since the registration of the instant case.

As such, anybody having knowledge/information about his where-
abouts may please inform SSP Crime Branch Jammu on E-mail ID
sspcrimejmu@jkpolice.gov.in or phone No.0191-2578901/0191-
2570060. The photograph of the accused is attached herewith. The
identity of informer shall be kept secret.

Sd/-
Sr. Superintendent of Police,

Crime Branch, Jammu.

ZONAL HEADQUARTERS CRIME BRANCH JAMMU
e-Mail ID: sspcrimejmu@jkpolice.gov.in

No: CBJ/NS/2021/6267
Dated: 25.02.2021
DIP/J-12591

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
Human Resource Management Department, Patna

Tender Notice
Catering Service at Staff Canteen at RBI, Patna

Sealed tender in covered envelope is invited for providing catering
service at Staff Canteen in Reserve Bank of India, Patna.
For more details, please visit TENDERS link on our website https://www.
rbi.org.in/Scripts/BS_ViewTenders.aspx. Last date for submission of
tender is April 07, 2021 upto 04:00 PM.
The Bank reserve the right to reject any tender without assigning any
reason thereof.
March 03, 2021
Patna General Manager-in-Charge

d³f¸³fdÕdJ°f BÊ-d³fdUQfEa Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ÃfZ{ûa I e dUôb°f Af´fcd°fÊ Àfb¨ffø ø ´f ÀfZ ¶f³ff¹fZ SJ³fZ WZ°fb
´fiÀ°ffdU°f I f¹fÊ ¶ffWÐ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ C´fÕ¶²f I Sf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ dþ³fI f ´fi±f¸f EUa dõ°fe¹f
·ff¦f www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS dQ³ffaI 24.03.2021 I û 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI ·fSf þf
ÀfI °ff W `Ü d³fdUQf dUdVfáeI S¯f EUa A³¹f d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fËZ
www.etender.up.nic.in/www.pvvnl.org ´fS QZ£ûÔÜ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I û d¶f³ff I fS¯f
¶f°ff¹fZ BÊ-d³fdUQf d³fSÀ°f I S³fZ I f ´fc¯fÊ Ad²fI fS Wû¦ff E½fa ÀU¹fa I û A´fOZM SJ³fZ IZ dÕ¹fZ
C´fSûö UZ¶fÀffBÊM I û d³f¹fd¸f°f QZJ°fZ SW³ff ¨ffdWEÜ 1:- BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff 140/2020-21:-
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f dU°fS¯f J¯O-´fi±f¸f, ¸fbþµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZ{ ¸fZa 33/11 IZ Ue
C´fIZ ³Qi ¸fb¯O·fS E½fa dÀfÀfü»fe ´fS À±ffd´f°f 02-02 ³fa. 11 IZ Ue Ue0Àfe0¶fe0 IZ ÀfWe ´fiI fS ÀfZ
I f¹fÊ ³fWea I S³fZ ´fS Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f Àff¸ff³f IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff Àff¸ff³f C´fÕ¶²f I Sf°fZ W b¹fZ ¸fS¸¸f°f I f
I f¹fÊÜ 2:- d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff: 141/2020-21:- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUô°f dU°fS¯f J¯O-
dõ°fe¹f, ¸fþµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZa 33/11 IZ Ue C´fIZ ³Qi Qc²f»fe E½fa »fO½ff ³fÀfeS´fbS ´fS
À±ffd´f°f 02-02 ³fa. 11 IZ ½fe UeqÀfeq¶feq IZ ÀfWe ´fiI fS ÀfZ I f¹fÊ ³fWea I S³fZ ´fS Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f Àff¸ff³f
IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff Àff¸ff³f C´fÕ¶²f I Sf°fZ W b¹fZ ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊÜ ³fûM:- Ii .Àfa.-1 U 2 ´fid°f
BÊ-d³fdUQf I e ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 2000.00 EUa BÊ-d³fdUQf Vfb»I ø . 1180.00 W`Ü WÀ°ff/-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f ¸f¯O»f-´fi±f¸f ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fSÜ ´fÂffaI 3440/d½f.d½f.¸fa.´fi.
¸fb.³f¦fS/I` ¸´f dQ³ffaI 02/03/2021

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.
BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

DELHI JAL BOARD GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAST) I

M 16 MAYUR VIHAR PKT E PHASE II NEW DELHI-110091
Stop Corona: 1. Wash Your Hands 2. Wear Mask 3.Maintain Social Distance

PRESS NOTICE TENDER
NIT NO.39 /East-I/ (2020-21)

Sl.
No.

Name of work Estimated
Contract Value
(ECV)/ Amount
put to tender

Tender
Fees

Date of Release of
Corrigendum in E-

Procurement Solution &
Tender ID No.

Last Date/ Time of
receipt of tender E-

Procurement
Solution

01. Demolishing of De-functioning and abounded Over Head
Tank at OHG Kondli sewer store in AC-56 in East-I

29,55,348.00 500.00 26.02.2021
2021_DJB_200621_1

15.03.2021 At
03:15 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govt.procurement.delhi.gov.in
Sd/-

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Pratap Singh
Advt. No. J.S.V. 459 (2020-21) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAST)-I

UTTAR HARYANA BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(A POWER DISTRIBUTION & RETAIL SUPPLY UTILITY

GOVT. OF HARYANA)

Regd. Office : C-16, Vidyut Sadan,
Sector-6, Panchkula-134109, Haryana.

Office of CE/Admn. (GA Section), UHBVN, Panchkula.

PH. NO. 0172-3019180, 172-3019132, FAX-0172-3019119

E-mail: usga@uhbvn.org.in, Website: www.uhbvn.org.in

CIN: U40109HR1999SGC034166

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Uttar Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited invites appli-
cation from retired officers of State/Central/Govt./PSUs
for the post of Superintending Engineer (Civil) in UHB-
VNL on contract basis. For eligibility criteria and pay &
perks etc. may please visit on www.uhbvn.org.in.The last
date for applying the post is hereby extended by 21 days
from the date of publication. The other terms and condi-
tions will unchanged.

Under Secretary/GA,
For CE/Admn., UHBVN, Panchkula.

1989/HRY

‘Rigged’ TRP:
HC grants bail to
Partho Dasgupta

Wheat procurement
may rise 10% in
2021-22 marketing yr

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT,MARCH2

A DALIT RTI activist was al-
legedly hacked to death inside
his home by a group of upper
castemen at Sanodar village in
Gujarat’s Bhavnagar district on
Tuesday.Theactivist’sdaughter,
who rushed to help his father
was also injured in the attack,
police said.
The activist, Amrabhai

Boricha, 50, was allegedly at-
tacked with spears, iron pipes
andswords,hisfamilymembers
said. “First theythrewstoneson
us. As my father rushed inside
the house for safety, the as-
sailantsbrokethegate,bargedin

and attacked my father with
spear, iron pipes and sword,
killing him,” said Boricha’s
daughterNirmala.
She said the incident took

placearound4.30pmonTuesday.
“Around50membersofDarbars
(kshatriyas)ofourvillagepassed
by our home playing DJmusic
whenmyfatherandIwerestand-
ingoutside.Theyreturnedawhile
laterandstartedthrowingstones
onus.Wehavepoliceprotection,
yet they managed to barge in
with spear, axes, pipes and
swords,”Nirmalaadded.
She was rushed to Sir

TakhtasinhjiGeneralHospital in
Bhavnagar city after being in-
jured intheattack.Nirmalasaid
that her father was attacked in

2013alsowhenhis legwasbro-
ken. “A month ago, my father
had given a complaint but PSI
Solanki (of Ghogha police sta-
tion)didnot registeranFIR...He
toldus thathewould file FIRaf-
terhe(Boricha)ismurdered.The
PSIofGhoghapolicestationisre-
sponsible forall this,” shesaid.

Alleging that the deputy su-
perintendent of police of
Bhavnagar division did not pro-
videarmedsecuritytothefamily
andinsteadgavethemtwohome
guards,Nirmalasaid, “Weareat-
tackedsomanytimesandyetwhy
arewe not being given protec-
tion?GRD(GruhRakshakDal-or
homegauards)isnotsufficient.”
ArvindMakwana,aworkerof

Navsarjan,anAhmedabad-based
NGOworking for Dalit rights,
said that around amonth ago,
Boricha,a farmerbyoccupation,
hadgivenacomplaintatGhogha
policestationagainstKshatriyas
but sub-inspector PR Solanki of
Ghogha did not register an FIR.
“Borichamovedacourtinthisre-
spect. In themeantime, hewas

attacked by a group of
Kshatriyas,” saidMakwana.
No FIR was registered at

Ghoghapolicestationtillaround
10.30 pm in connection with
Boricha’smurder.Phonecalls to
PSI Solani, Bhavnagar SP and
BhavnagarIGwentunanswered.
Makwana added that

Boricha’swastheloneDalitfam-
ily in Sanodar village and the
Kshatriyaswere trying to usurp
his agricultural land as well as
residentialplot.“Aroundamonth
ago,theaccusedhadencroached
on Boricha’s residential plot. He
had given a complaint to police
but no actionwas taken,” said
Makwana adding Boricha, had
got registered around 10 FIRs
against theaccused.

Gujarat: Dalit RTI activist hacked to death at home

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,MARCH2

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Tuesday granted bail to former
CEO of the Broadcast Audience
ResearchCouncil (BARC)Partho
Dasgupta,whowasarrestedand
jailedforhisallegedinvolvement
in the Television Rating Points
(TRP) scam.
A single judge bench of

Justice Prakash DNaik granted
Dasgupta bail on furnishing a
personal bondof Rs2 lakhwith
one ormore sureties in the like
amount. The court allowed de-
positing of provisional cashbail
immediately in lieu of sureties
and Dasgupta will have to fur-
nish solvent surety certificates
withinsixweeks.
Dasgupta was arrested on

December 24 on charges of
criminal breach of trust and
cheating.
Hewill also have to deposit

hispassportwiththeinvestigat-
ing officer and report to the
Mumbai Police on the first
Saturdayof everymonth for six
months and thereafter once in
three months. He was further
askedtoappearbeforethecourt
when summoned during trial,
unlessexemptedby it.

NewDelhi:Thegovernmentex-
pects to procure 427.36 lakh
metric tonnes (LMT) wheat
during theupcomingrabimar-
keting season (RMS) 2021-22,
with the highest quantity of
135LMTwheatestimatedtobe
procured from Madhya
Pradesh.
In a statement on Tuesday,

the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution said, “A total quan-
tity of 427.363 LMTwheat has
beenestimatedforprocurement
during the forthcoming RMS
2021-22 which is 9.56%more
than the 389.93 LMT procured
duringRMS2020-21.”
In the current rabi crop sea-

son, wheat production is esti-
mated to reach anall-timehigh
of10.92croretonnesduringthe

current crop
year (July-
June), which
is 1.28 per
cent higher
than the pre-
vious high of
10.78 crore
tonnes in
2019-20.
Earlier,

Punjab was
the leading
state to sup-
ply the high-
est quantity
of wheat for
the central
pool.
However, last
year, Madhya
Pradesh took
a lead over
thestate.ENS

Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr

No. 1640/96M/E-TENDER/BSR CIRCLE/2020-21 Dated. 20.2.21

Short Term E-Procurement-Inviting Tenders
On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Superintending Engineer Bulandshahr Circle, U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following
percentage rate bid online through http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with P.W.D. class as
per column no. 10 below category as applied from Date 04.03.2021 to 11.03.2021 upto 12:00 Noon as per the prescribed T-2 of Govt. of
U.P. The technical bids will be opened online on dated 11.03.2021 at 02:00 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening
of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day, at the same time any validity of bid will be considered
from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document fee must be deposited through Internet Banking only.
2. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 years and details of maximum cost work satisfactorily

completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender
Details of e-tender uploaded on http://etender.up.nic..in shall also be uploaded on UP PWD Chanakya software, before last date &
time of submission of bid.

3. Terms & other conditions related to bid are available on http://etender.up.nic.in
4. During excution of work contractor should ensure the all safety precautions for COVID-19.
5. In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software URL for Prahari is http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/.

UPID NO.161420 DATE- 01.03.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/-
(Maneesh Verma)

Executive Engineer
CD-2. PWD,
Ghaziabad

Sd/-
(Ajay Shankar Singh)

Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr Circle, PWD

Bulandshahr

Sl.
No

Name of Work Estimated
cost

(Rs. in
Lakh)

Bid
Security

(Rs.in
Lakh)

Time of
Compltion

work
including

rainy
season

Tender
document

fee
including

GST (in Rs.)

Address of
Executive
Engineer
Executing
the work

Address of
Superintending

Engineer

Address of
Chief

Engineer

Category

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11

1 Construction of RCC mini bridge and
approach road on Tikri Rajwaha
bridge located in Modinagar-Niwari
road. Suhana Nagal bridge.
Gaiyaspur, Ravali, Nekpur road km
09 in Ghaziabad district.

71.000 5.55 12 Months Tender Cost
Rs

300+2000+1
8% G.S.T.+
Rs. 414.0=

2714.0

CD-2 PWD
Ghaziabad

Bulandshahar
Circle, P.W.D,
Bulandshahar

Chief
Engineer,

Meerut
Zone,

P.W.D.,
Meerut

A, B, C
(¸ff¦fÊ I f¹fÊ)

AmrabhaiBoricha’s
daughterclaimedher
fatherwasattacked
earlieraswell,buta
PSI saidhewould
registeranFIR ‘after
he ismurdered’

New Delhi



Corps of Signals salutes its following Signallers who left us for
their heavenly abode during themonth of Feb 2021.
(a) 15691927W Nk Uttam Kumar Singh
(b) 15755475H Sigmn Chanrabadan Sharma
(c) JC-376771F Sub Maj Rokati Manohar
(d) 15696918Y Nk Lallu Lal Meena
(e) 15698861N Nk Manoj Kumar Sahu
(f) JC-385401 Sub Kuldip Sinha
(g) 15673052H CHM Maheshwar Lal Vishwakarma
(h) IC-60531F Col Vikas Gautam
(I) 15720719M Nk Manish Kaur
(j) JC-385839Y Sub Doipjode Laxman Santu
On behalf of the Corps, we sincerely pray to Almighty for

peace to departed souls & strength to the bereaved families
to bear this irreparable loss.

OBITUARY
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London: Indianauthoritieshave
moved the High Court in
London to seek permission to
appeal against a magistrates’
court order turning down the
extradition, on human rights
grounds, of Kuldeep Singh,
wanted in India as an alleged
memberofbannedterroristor-
ganisation Khalistan Zindabad
Force (KZF).
Singh, also knownasKeepa

Sidhu, is chargedwithconspir-

ingwith others to commit ter-
ror activities in Punjab dating
back to 2015-16, including a
plot to assassinate the then
chief minister Parkash Singh
Badal and deputy chief minis-
ter Sukhbir SinghBadal.
The 44-year-old is also ac-

cused of recruiting youth in
Punjab into the banned organ-
isationbyofferingthemmoney
and organising a meeting of
separatists in a gurdwara. PTI

India moves UK court to extradite
terror accused Kuldeep Singh

Rajasthan man held for abetting
wife’s suicide brought to Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad: Aday after hewas
arrested from Pali district of
Rajasthan,AarifKhan,accusedof
abettingthesuicideofhis23-year-
old wife, was brought to
AhmedabadonTuesdaymorning.
According to police, Aarif's

wife, Ayesha BanuMakrani, al-
legedly jumped into the
SabarmatiriveronFebruary25af-
terrecordingavideomessageal-
leging that she was being ha-
rassed by her husband. Aarif, a

nativeof Jalore inRajasthan,was
arrestedfromPalionMonday by
a teamof theAhmedabadPolice
fromhisrelative’sresidence.
“The accused has been

brought to Ahmedabad today
(Tuesday)andweare interrogat-
inghim.Wewill producehim in
front of the magistrate on
Wednesday and seek police re-
mand...”saidVMDesai,policein-
spector, Sabarmati Riverfront
WestPoliceStation. ENS

New Delhi
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Knowledge and diplomacy

Sanjaya Baru

SurjeetDhanji

India’ssuccessesinspace,pharmapointtodiplomatic
potentialofknowledgeindustry.Andtowaningsoftpower

THE DIVERSITY GAP
Peopleof IndianoriginareunderrepresentedinAustralianpolitics

THELAUNCHOFBrazil’sAmazonia-1satellite
by the Indian Space ResearchOrganisation
(ISRO)comesweeksafterIndiaallowedtheex-
portofCOVID-19vaccinetoBrazil,aspartofits
“vaccinemaitri” diplomacy. Taken together,
these twoexamplesof technological andsci-
entificcooperationdrawattentiontothediplo-
maticpotentialofIndia'sknowledgeeconomy.
India’s current global diplomacy in the fields
of space andpharmaceuticals, engaging sev-
eralcountriesaroundtheworld, is thefruitof
50 years of sustained state support for
“atmanirbharta”inbothfields.
Even thoughoneof the satellitesput into

spacewasembossedwiththenameofPrime
MinisterNarendraModi, thecredit for India’s
spaceprogrammeshould in fact go toPrime
MinisterIndiraGandhi. ItwasPrimeMinister
Gandhiwhoauthorised the creationof ISRO
in1972anditwasagainherdecisiontoenact
theIndianPatentsAct,1970,thattriggeredthe
growthofthedomesticpharmaceuticalssec-
tor. Subsequent governments have all con-
tributedtothedevelopmentofbothindustries.
ThankstotheseinitiativesIndiaistodayableto
placesatellitesof severalcountries intospace
atgloballycompetitiveratesandisabletosup-
plydrugsandvaccinesataffordableprices to
developingcountries.
ThecreditforIndia’scompetitivepricingof

satellitelaunchesandpharmaceuticalsexports
goesentirely to Indianengineering, scientific
and technological talent that has pursued
world-classstandardsata fractionof thecost
incurredindevelopedeconomies.Thewilling-
ness of high-quality Indian scientists, engi-
neers,biotechnologists,pharmacologistsand
suchliketoworkinIndiaatIndianratesofcom-
pensation,not temptedbybetterpaying jobs
abroad, has allowedorganisations like ISRO
and Serum Institute of India to do thework
theynowdo.
India’sdemonstratedpotentialtobealow-

costglobalproviderofknowledge-basedprod-
uctshadpromptedthedevelopedWest,espe-
cially the US, to deploy policies aimed at
curbing thedevelopment of Indian capabili-
ties.Unilateralsanctionswereimposedtodeny
Indianindustryaccesstotechnologyandmar-
ketsandamultilateral regimefor intellectual
propertyrights(IPRs)protectionwascreated,

under the auspices of the World Trade
Organisationtothwartindigenoustechnology
development.Indiancapabilitiesinspaceand
pharmagrewinthefaceofsuchconstraints.
India’smore broad-based capability for

knowledge-baseddiplomacy has, however,
significantly decreasedover thepast quarter
century rather than increased. Consider the
fact thatasearlyas inthe1950s,manydevel-
oping countries looked to India to access de-
velopment-oriented knowledge. Students
fromacrossAsiaandAfricasoughtadmission
to Indian universities for post-graduate
courses.Indianexpertisewassoughtbyglobal
organisationssuchastheFoodandAgriculture
Organisation (FAO), the United Nations
IndustrialDevelopmentOrganisation(UNIDO)
andInternationalRiceResearchInstitute(IRRI).
Thegovernmentof SouthKoreaevensent its
economists to the Indian Planning
Commissiontilltheearly1960stobetrainedin
long-termplanning.By the1970s,Koreawas
beginning to overtake India as amodern in-
dustrialeconomy.
Thereweremany other fields inwhich

Indian expertisewas sought in thepast and
whereIndialagsbehindtoday.Railwaysisone.
Rail India Technical and Economic Services
(RITES),which incidentallywas also estab-
lishedbyIndiraGandhi in1974,hadacquired
aglobalprofilewithbusinessinAfricaandAsia.
ThedevelopmentofIndia’sdairyandlivestock
economyalsoattractedglobalinterest.Indian
scienceandtechnologyhadsomethingtoof-
fer thedevelopingworld that thedeveloped
economiesof theWestwereeitherunwilling
toprovideordidsoatmuchhighercost.
Indialostthisleadershipintheknowledge

economy, barring sectors like space, pharma
andinformation-technology,fortworeasons.
First,a flightof Indiantalentthatbeganinthe
1970s and has since accelerated. This has
sharplyincreasedinrecentyears. Ihavewrit-
ten about this before in these columns
(‘SecessionoftheSuccessful’,IE,December30,
2020).Second,Chinahasemergedasamajor
competitorofferingequallygood,ifnotbetter
quality, S&T products and services at lower
cost.While Indiahasmaintainedits leadinIT
software,Chinahasdevelopedcompetitiveca-
pabilities inspace,pharma, railwaysandsev-

eralotherknowledge-basedindustries.
Indeed,giventhecompetitionfromChina,

theabilityof Indianspaceandpharmatoof-
fermuch-neededproductstootherdevelop-
ingcountriesgoes to thecreditof thepeople
whoserve in these industries. The Indian fa-
miliaritywith the English language and the
still goodqualityof teaching inmathematics
and statisticshas enabled Indian firms to re-
maincompetitiveindataprocessing,business
process outsourcing and software services.
Here too, the competitive edge is beginning
toblunt.
Thebiggestsetbackintheglobalappealof

India’sknowledgeeconomyhasbeeninhigher
education.Overseas studentsweredrawn to
Indianuniversities and institutions because
theyofferedgoodqualityeducationata frac-
tionof the cost of developedcountry institu-
tions.TheappealofeducationinIndiaforover-
seas students haswaned. Even SouthAsian
students, fromcountries likeNepal, Bhutan
andSriLanka,whopreferredtocometoIndia
inthe1960sand1970snolongerdoso.Indian
institutionsattractfewerforeignstudentsnot
just because thequality of educationoffered
inmost institutions isbelowpar,but that the
creaturecomfortsprovidedandthesocialen-
vironmentofferedhereisnolongerascosmo-
politanasitusedtobe.Thegrowingassertion
of narrow-minded ideologies onlymakes
Indiancampuseseven lessattractive toover-
seasstudentsandscholars.
Spaceandpharmaareattheapexofanar-

rowpyramid of the knowledge economy. If
ISRO’s global competitiveness is a tribute to
public policy and government support, the
globalsuccessofthepharmasectorisatribute
toprivate enterprise andmiddle-class talent
in pharmacology and biotechnology. Their
globalsuccesspointstothediplomaticpoten-
tial of the knowledge industry and to India's
“soft power”.However, the fact that they are
theexceptionratherthantherulepointstothe
lackofpoliticalandintellectualsupporttothe
development of India’s knowledgebase and
aninadequatecommitmenttoexcellence.

Thewriter isDistinguishedFellow,Manohar
Parikkar InstituteofDefenceStudies&

Analysis,UnitedServices Institutionof India

AUSTRALIANSOFIndianoriginareyettomake
substantial inroads intoAustralian legislative
institutions.Theyparticipate inmanysectors
of theAustralianeconomyandsociety.Many
arewelleducatedandearnhighincomes.Most
speakEnglishand,comingfromademocratic
country, understand democratic political
processes.Butthisgrouphasnotrisentopolit-
ical leadership in numbers proportionate to
thesizeof thecommunityinAustralia.
ThemostrecentcensusinAustralia(2016)

foundthatapproximately6,19,000people,or
2.6percentofthepopulation,tracedtheiran-
cestry to India. Of them, approximately
3,76,000people,or1.6percentofthepopula-
tion, hadAustralian citizenship (officially de-
fined asAustralians of Indianorigin)—akey
eligibility criteria for holding political office.
ButveryfewAustraliansof Indianoriginhave
beenelectedat federal, stateor local levels.A
2018 studyby theAustralianHumanRights
Commissionshowedthat94percentofmem-
bers of the Federal Parliament had either
Anglo-CelticorEuropeanheritage.
AustraliansofIndianoriginaccountfor0.5

percentof representatives inthefederalpar-
liament,0.7percentintheVictorianstatepar-
liament,andevenlowerproportionsfor local
councils in New SouthWales (NSW) and
Victoria. Theyaredoing relativelywell in the
NSWstateparliament,wheretheyaccountfor
1.5percentofelectedrepresentatives.
InMay-December2019,Iconductedinter-

viewswitheightAustraliansof Indianorigin,
someofwhomhadbeenelectedtoparliament
andotherswhowereunsuccessful,tofindout
theopportunities,barriersandchallengesthey

had experienced. Interviewswere also con-
ductedwithnineleadersandmembersofthe
IndiandiasporainAustralia.
Amajorfindingisthatthecomplexprocess

of preselectionbypoliticalparties is a signifi-
canthurdle. There is aperceptionamong the
respondents that regardless of the contribu-
tionofthesecandidatestothecommunity,first
preferenceinwinnableseatsisgiventocandi-
dateswithAnglo-Celtic backgrounds.Oneof
them said, “…political parties put Indian-
AustralianandAsiancandidatesinseatswhere
itreallydoesnotmakeadifferencebecauseit
isasafeoppositionseat.”Anotherasked:“Are
they saying…[this is] not the imageofwhat
Australia looks like?” Further, both first- and
second-generation Indianmigrants lack the
socialandprofessionalnetworksthatconnect
themwithpoliticiansandparties.“Partypower
brokersoften‘pluck’orhandpicksharp,bright
scholars from Melbourne and Monash
Universitiestobecomepolicyadvisorstopoliti-
cians:[...]Eventually,partyfactionpowerbro-
kers endorse themasparty candidates,” an-
other respondent informed. Thoughmany
AustraliansofIndianoriginhavetertiaryqual-
ifications, few, if any, appear to have been
“plucked”fromuniversities.
Communitymembers and leaders inter-

viewedcriticised the calibreof Australiansof
Indianoriginwho stoodas candidates in re-
centstateandfederalelections.Theyfeltmany
lacked the skills to articulate apolicy agenda
or handle themedia. They also reproached
candidateswhostoodfortheanti-non-white
immigration party—PaulineHanson’s One
Nation—because these candidates failed to

appreciatethevaluestheysawasfundamen-
taltothecommunity.
Australiahasneglectedtoembracecultural

andethnicdiversityinparliamenttothesame
degree asnations suchasBritain and theUS,
wherepoliticians from Indianmigrant back-
groundswereelectedtogovernmentasearly
asthe1890sand1957respectively,whenthe
Indiandiasporawascomparativelyminuscule.
Australianpoliticalpartiesshouldaddress

theunder-representationofethnicminorities
withresolvesimilartotheeffortsundertaken
toredresstheunder-representationofwomen
inparliament. They should takenote of pro-
grammes such as Canada’s PrimeMinister’s
Youth Council and the US’ NewAmerican
LeadersProject. TheAustralianLaborParty is
currently piloting Poliversity, a programme
that advocates culturally-diverse leadership.
Theyshouldalsoinitiatecommunicationtrain-
ing for political candidature to broaden the
pooloftalentamongstAustralia’sIndiandias-
poraandotherminoritygroups.
Harnessingthetalentoffuturegenerations

of Australians of Indianorigin andothermi-
norityethnicgroupsbychannelingresources
toinitiativesthatactaspipelinestofuturecan-
didatesisanotherimperative.Politicalparties
couldtapintotheexpertiseofexistinggroups,
suchastheFederationofEthnicCommunities
CouncilofAustralia, theEthnicCommunities
Council of Victoria and theDiversityCouncil
ofAustralia,whichalreadyworkinareasofdi-
versityandinclusion.

Thewriter ispost-docandHon. Fellow,Asia
Institute,UniversityofMelbourne

Consider the fact that as
early as in the 1950s, many
developing countries looked
to India to access
development-oriented
knowledge. Students from
across Asia and Africa
sought admission to Indian
universities for post-
graduate courses. Indian
expertise was sought by
global organisations such as
the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), the
United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation
(UNIDO) and International
Rice Research Institute
(IRRI). The government of
South Korea even sent its
economists to the Indian
Planning Commission till
the early 1960s to be trained
in long-term planning.

Australia has neglected to
embrace cultural and ethnic
diversity in parliament to the
same degree as other nations
such as Britain and the US,
where politicians from
Indian migrant backgrounds
were elected to government
as early as the 1890s and
1957 respectively, when the
Indian diaspora was
comparatively minuscule.
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Ifyourconduct isdeterminedsolelyby

considerationsofprofityouwillarousegreat
resentment.— ConfuciusTHEEDITORIALPAGE

GOVT ON CORRUPTION
THECENTREISinclinedtopursuetheprima
facie cases as established in the Justice
Vaidialingamreport, againstKantilalDesai
sonof formerprimeministerMorarjiDesai
and Gayatri Devi, Charan Singh’s wife.
When the report was received in January
1980, soonafterMrsGandhicametooffice,
thethinkingwasto ignorethefindings.The
argumentwasthat itwouldemphasise the
point that her government was not inter-
ested in commissionsor their conclusions.
Therewasalsoaneyeon the future soas to
establish a precedent to not look into the
affairsof thepreviousgovernment.Forcer-
tain reasons, these considerations have

been jettisoned.

RIFT IN LOK DAL
THELOKDALisheadingforacrisiswiththe
differencesbetweenCharanSinghandDevi
Lal having assumed serious proportions.
The two leaders have been fighting for the
lastseveralmonthsfortheleadershipof the
partybut theirdifferencesonthecomposi-
tion of the executive committee of the
HaryanaLokDalappeartobepushingthem
towards a showdown.

ANTI-ZIA STRIKES
STRIKESBYTHOUSANDSof lawyersagainst
President Zia’s martial rule and teachers

and doctors seeking pay raises gripped
mostofPakistan’s legalandmedical institu-
tions.Theseprotestscoincidedwiththefor-
mationofanewly-formedoppositionfront,
Movement for the Restoration of
Democracy.

ASIAD OFFICIAL JAUNTS
YETANOTHERFOREIGN jaunt is in the off-
ing for officials connected with the Asian
Games.Monthsaftertheconstructionof the
controversial indoor stadium near the
Rajghat complex, all the engineers associ-
ated with the project will be leaving for a
20-day trip to London,Munich, Berlin and
Moscow.
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UNSEEMLY PROPOSAL
CJI-ledbench’sremarksriskperpetuatingretrogradenotionof
marriageaspayoff forrape.Onusisoncourttoundodamage

T HEIMPLICATIONSOFabenchof theSupremeCourt ledbytheChief Justice
of India asking amanaccusedof raping aminor if hewouldmarry the vic-
timare disquieting.Words uttered in the highest,most pre-eminent court
of thelandrippleout intothelargersociety.Theyhavethepowertoexpand

theconstitutionalrightsofcitizensanddefendthemagainstunequalvaluesystemsofclan,
caste,patriarchy.Inthiscase,theSC’sremarks,unfortunately,riskperpetuatingtheoffen-
siveandretrogradeideaofmarriageasapayoff for thetraumaandviolationof rape.The
courtposedthequestiontoagovernmentservant,accusedof stalkingandthenrapinga
16-year-old girlmultiple times aswell as forcinghermother tonot lodge apolice com-
plainton thepromise thathewouldmarry thevictimwhenshe turned18.Theaccused
hadappealedagainstaBombayHighCourtorder thatstruckdowntheanticipatorybail
granted tohimbya sessions court. “Will youmarryher?” the SCbench said, before go-
ingontogrant theaccused interimprotection fromarrest for fourweeks.
Under the lawof the land, rape is a “non-compoundable” crime. That is, the offence

cannot be diluted ormitigated by any settlement reached outside court. The Supreme
Court has repeatedly spoken out against such obscenematchmaking that devalues a
woman’sworthbymakingherviolationamatter tobesettledbetween families topre-
serve the reputationandhonourofmaleassailants. Ina2015 judgment inStateofMPvs
Madanlal, thecourthadunambiguously stated, “Inacaseof rapeorattemptof rape, the
conceptionofcompromiseundernocircumstancescanreallybethoughtof…Sometimes
solaceisgiventhattheperpetratorof thecrimehasaccededtoenterintowedlockwhich
isnothingbutputtingpressure inanadroitmanner;andwesaywithemphasis that the
courts are to remain absolutely away from this subterfuge”. In an earlier judgment in
ShimbhuvStateofHaryana, theSChadsaid, “Rapeisnotamattertobeleft fortheparties
tocompromiseandsettle.”
Nevertheless, thepatriarchalunderstandingof thecrimeasapermanentdamagetoa

woman’ssocialstandingandplace(therapevictimasthealleged“zindalaash")discour-
ages the pursuit of justice in favour of a “compromise” that somewhat restores the vic-
tim’s“honour”,evenif itmeansexposinghertomoreviolencefromherhusband/assailant.
It is pertinent to note here thatmarital rape is not a crimeunder the Indian Penal Code.
Such compromises are routinely peddledbypolice, village councils and lower courts. In
2015, theMadrasHigh Court granted bail to a rape accused tomediate amarriagewith
thewomanhehadassaulted—evenwhenthevictimhaddeclaredherrevulsionatsuch
a settlement. The CJI’s remarks in open court could perpetuate this inglorious tradition
andderail theprogressmadebyseveral judgmentsthataffirmthedignityandautonomy
of Indianwomenasequalcitizens.Theonus isonthecourt toundothedamage.

CONCERNS ABOUT CREDIT
Asborrowersand lenders turnwary,bankswillhavetobuild
capitalbuffers towithstandCovidshock, lendtoeconomy

I N ITS STUDY on the “Sectoral deployment of bank credit in India”, the Reserve
Bankof Indiahashighlightedthesharpdeclineinbankcredittopartsof theecon-
omy.Thecollapseisduetobothsupplyanddemand-sidefactors—thepandemic
hasforcedbothborrowersandlenderstotreadwarily. Inthefirsthalfof theyear,

demand for credit remainedmutedaseconomicactivitywas restricteddue to the lock-
downs. Subsequently, even thougheconomicactivityhas rebounded, appetite remains
subdued, as there is considerable uncertainty over themedium-term growth outlook.
Onthesupplyside,asthereportnotes,thereis“ageneralreluctanceonthepartofbankers
to lend” to large industriesowingtostressedassets.Thisdecline incredit to large indus-
tries, and the infrastructuresegment, is amatterof concern.
Bankcredit,whichgrewatahealthypacein2018-19,hadsloweddownevenpriorto

thepandemic in2019-20—GDPgrowthhadsloweddownfrom6.1percent2018-19to
4percent in2019-20.At theaggregate level, non-foodcreditgrowthwas6.1percent in
March2020, ascomparedto13.4percentayearago.Growthslid further to5.9percent
inNovember2020,downfrom7.8percentayearago, thereportnotes.Thisdeclineis, in
part,duetolargeindustries—theirshareintheincrementalcreditflowwasactuallyneg-
ativeintheyearendingNovember2020.Retailcredit(personalloans)andloansextended
totheservicessectoraccountedforthebulkof thelendingduringthisperiod,highlight-
ingtheriskaversionofbanks.Theonlybrightspotistheriseinlendingtomedium-sized
industries— this could be on account of policymeasures such as the emergency credit
lineguaranteescheme(ECLGS)whichaimedtoprovidecredit toMSMEs.
The economic shock from the pandemicwill add greater pressure to bank balance

sheets.Thecentralbanknowexpectsbanks’badloanstoriseto13.5percentbySeptember
2021,upfrom7.5percentinSeptember2020initsbaselinescenario.Undermoresevere
conditions, thismaydeteriorate toalmost15per cent—underscoring theneed tobuild
adequate capital buffers towithstand this shock. This, as RBI governor ShaktikantaDas
notedinanearlierspeech, “willbecrucialnotonlytoensurecredit flowbutalsotobuild
resilience in the financial system.”

CONSUMER UNDURABLES
EUhasenacteda ‘right to repair’. But there isno law

toregulate the loveof thenewandshiny

T HEPROBLEMWITHconsumerdurablesisthattheyaren'tallthatdurable.The
warranty runs out in a year, and then— in India at least — either a neigh-
bourhood repairmandoeshis best to fix the inevitable breakdowns, or the
kabadiwala takes theproduct off yourhands. In Europe—andmuchof the

FirstWorld—theseoptionsarenotasreadilyavailable.Andmoreimportantly,discarded
televisions, refrigerators, washingmachines, etc are adding to the growing problem of
e-waste, continuing the almost irreparable harm to the environment that a culture of
consumerismhas caused. The EuropeanUnion has enacted, for this reason, a “right to
repair”underwhichcompanieswill be required toensure that spareparts areavailable
for theirproducts forat least10years.
TheEUlawhitsat“plannedobsolescence”—companiesensurethattheirproductsare

madefromcomponentsthatdon't last long, togetrepeatcustomers. Insomecases(and
thelawallowsforthese),technologiesmaybecomegenuinelyobsolete:Forexample,air
conditionersthatuselesspowerandCFCsormorefuel-efficientcars.Butforcingthepur-
chaseofnewgoodshasledtoapressureonwalletsandtheenvironmentthatisnowun-
tenable.Thenextstep,accordingtoEUofficials, is toextendtheambitof thelawtocover
IThardware—cellphones, laptopsandthelike—whichareresponsibleforalargeamount
of e-waste. Apple is already facinga lawsuit fromDecoProteste, aprivate consumeror-
ganisation fromPortugal, over theplannedobsolescenceof the iPhone6.
The EU lawaims to address the supply-side greed thatmakes big business sell peo-

plethingsthatgokaput.Buttheotherproblemwithacultureofconsumerismisthecon-
sumer.Why,pray,dopeopleneeda“smartfridge”?Oranewphonewhichisexactly like
the old but pretends not to be? Themost durable thing is not the product, but the con-
sumer'sdesire for thenewandshiny.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“[Donald] Trump has radicalised the base of his party to a troubling degree by
restricting and distorting their view of the world, patterns of thinking and value
systems.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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The expenditure demanded
by an unanticipated
redeployment of 50,000-
60,000 soldiers and their
sustenance in the high-
altitude, arctic conditions of
Ladakh would be
substantial. While the rapid
troop build-up is testimony
of India’s newly acquired
strategic airlift capability, it
will extract a price in terms of
wear and tear on the IAF’s
transport and helicopter
fleets. The cumulative costs
of this military
confrontation could,
therefore, impose a
significant burden on an
already-stressed defence
budget and will impact on
force modernisation plans.

The citizen’s
budget

People’sparticipationandvoiceinmunicipal
budgetswilldeependemocracy,make

forbettercities

THEBUDGETSEASONisuponus.TheUnion
budget,whichlaysoutthereceiptandexpen-
ditureproposalsoftheGovernmentofIndia,
is an annual feature in Parliament on
February1.Itreceivesextensivepresscover-
age—infact, it sendsbothTVandprintme-
dia into a frenzy. The halwa ceremony in
NorthBlock tomark thebudget being sent
forprinting,whethertheFinanceMinisteris
carryingherbudgetpapersinabriefcaseorin
abahikhata,whichpoetsinwhatlanguages
shequoted,etc. getcoveredbyprintandTV
media.
About30stategovernmentspresenttheir

budgets in respective state assemblies gen-
erallyduringFebruaryorMarch.Statebudg-
ets too receive a certaindegreeof attention
and coverage, albeit far less than theUnion
budget.
However,budgetsthatmattermosttous,

ourparents,children,friendsandcolleagues
are city budgets or municipal budgets.
Ironically, they receive little or no attention
inthemedia,exceptrun-of-the-mill,fleeting
coverage in themuch-neglected citypages.
Yet, a staggering 4,500+municipalities in
whichover 300millionpeople livepresent
their budgets every year during thebudget
season. Areweable to breathe clean air, do
we get clean drinkingwater in our taps, is
garbageclearedproperlyandontime,dowe
allhaveaccesstocleantoiletsathomeandin
publicspaces,isourwastewatertreatedand
disposedof safely, areourchildrenandpar-
entsable towalksafelyonstreetsandenjoy
public spaces—thesearealldeterminedby
thesemunicipalbudgets.Whileitisapitywe
don’t yethaveaccuratedata, estimates sug-
gest that taken together, these 4,500+ city
budgetsaggregatetoanamountintherange
ofRs1,50,000-1,80,000croreannually.
Thesecrettoabetterqualityof lifeinour

citiesliesinthesecity(andtoacertainextent
state) budgets.Weneedgreater degrees of
citizenengagementandmediaengagement
onthesebudgetsforthemtobecomeinstru-
mentsof real changeata street, neighbour-
hoodandward level. At present,mostmu-
nicipal laws don’t provide for citizen
participation inbudgets or transparency in
civicworksandtenders.Budgetdocuments
themselves arenot easy to readandunder-
stand for an average citizen. To exacerbate
this,substantialexpenditureinthecityhap-
pensthroughparastatalagenciessuchasde-
velopment authorities, transport corpora-
tions andwater supplyboards,whichhave
separatebudgetswhichareneverdiscussed
inthecitycouncilorcoveredinthemedia.
There seems to be evidence to suggest

thatwhen there is citizen participation in
budgetingandcloserengagementofcitizens
in themonitoring of civicworks, there are
better outcomes and fewer leakages.

“ParticipatoryBudgeting” is a concept that
waspioneered in theBrazilian city of Porto
Alegreinthemid-1980s.Itisnowpractisedin
one form or other in thousands of cities
around theworld. In India, participatory
budgeting in cities was pioneered by
Janaagraha in Bengaluru in 2001, but took
firmerrootsinPune,whichdrewinspiration
from the Bengaluru experience and had a
morecommittedleadership.
More recently the MyCityMyBudget

campaign, first launched in2015, is gather-
ing traction in Bengaluru,Mangaluru and
Visakhapatnam,asacollaborativeeffortbe-
tween respective city corporations, neigh-
bourhood communities and Janaagraha.
Across Bengaluru, Mangaluru and
Visakhapatnam, over85,000budget inputs
havebeen crowdsourced fromover80,000
citizensinover350wardsonawiderangeof
civicissuessuchas“yellowspots”(publicuri-
nation spots), public toilets, footpaths,
garbagedumps, roadsanddrains. These in-
putswillbereviewedandincorporatedinto
thecitybudget.Thisissignificantbecausein
thegovernment system, allocatingbudgets
is the first step towardsgetting anypieceof
workdone.Suchaninitiativehasseveralben-
efits.Itfacilitatesatargeted,hyperlocalfocus
onbudgetingandproblem-solving.Itmakes
citizensfeelliketheyhaveavoiceincivicgov-
ernanceandtherebybuildstrust.Itaddresses
inefficienciesarisingfrommisplacedpriori-
tisationofcivicworksrelativetocitizenneeds.
Finally, it improves accountability for civic
worksatthelastmile(ascitizenswouldmon-
itorbudgetexecution).
Even if 5percentofmunicipalitybudg-

etsaresetasideforparticipatorybudgeting,
thatwouldamounttooverRs7,500crorena-
tionally! If citizens couldworkwithward-
levelengineerstousethesefundstogettheir
streetlightsfixed,maketheirfootpathswalk-
able, spruce up their parks, create a new
childcarecentreorpublic toilet inanurban
poor settlement, ormake bus shelters safe
and comfortable, imagine the difference it
wouldmake to their lives and the trust it
would build between citizens and govern-
ments.Children,women,seniorcitizens,the
differently-abledandseveralinterestgroups
wouldbeabletomakeacasefortheircauses
andaspirationsandhavethemfulfilled.This
would foster fargreaterownership incom-
munities for civic assets and amenities,
therebyresultinginbettermaintenanceand
upkeep.At the local level, it isawin-winfor
communities, elected councillors and the
cityadministration.
Infact,mostoftheallocationsforcitiesin

theUnion and state budgets find theirway
intomunicipalbudgets,asmunicipalitiesim-
plementmost of their schemes.Union and
stategovernmentshaveahardtimegaining
assurancethat theseschemesandfundsre-
sult in intended citizen outcomes.
Participatorybudgetingincitiesis,therefore,
intheirinteresttoo.UnliketheUnionbudget,
themunicipalbudgetisnotjustafinancialor
legaldocument. Itcanbeanenablerofgrass
rootsdemocracyincitiesandtangiblechange
for communities particularly children,
womenand theurbanpoor. Communities
andmedia in cities need to engagemore
deeplywithmunicipalbudgets.

Thewriter isCEO, Janaagraha

THENATIONHEAVEDacollectivesighof re-
lief as the Indian and Chinese armies com-
mencedaprocessof “synchronisedandver-
ifiable disengagement” on banks of the
PangongTso ineastern Ladakh. Thismutual
climbdowncameafter10monthsof a tense
andsanguinaryarmedconfrontation,punc-
tuated by talks between respectivemilitary
commanders. It marks the beginning of a
process that should lead to disengagement
atother“frictionpoints”alongthelineofac-
tual control (LAC) inHot Springs, Gogra and
Depsang,andeventually,toastateof“de-es-
calation”,wherein,botharmieswillrevertto
pre-April2020force-levelsanddeployments.
Even as political analysts rack their

brains about the motivation underlying
China’sblatantterritorial incursions,andits
equally perplexing withdrawal, this trau-
matic event calls for deep reflection in
South Block. Clearly, India’s swift military
response, backed by firm political resolve,
came as an unpleasant surprise to China,
and influenced itseventualdecisiontodis-
engage.Possible“lossof face” inBeijingmay
see some in the Party and/or the People's
LiberationArmy(PLA)paythepriceformis-
calculation.Buteveninthe(unlikely)event
that thestatus-quoante is restored,China’s
periodictransgressionshaveimposedcosts
on India which cannot be ignored. While
the political consequences of these intru-
sions are beingmanaged through legerde-
main, it is the price being paid, in terms of
economic and security penalties, which
calls for attention.
Theexpendituredemandedbyanunan-

ticipated redeployment of 50,000-60,000
soldiersandtheirsustenanceinthehigh-al-
titude,arcticconditionsofLadakhwouldbe
substantial.Whiletherapidtroopbuild-upis
testimonyof India’s newly acquired, strate-
gic airlift capability, it will extract a price in
termsofwearandtearontheIAF’stransport
and helicopter fleets. The cumulative costs
of thismilitary confrontation could, there-
fore, impose a significant burden on an al-
ready stresseddefence budget andwill im-
pact on forcemodernisationplans. Relief at
the ongoing disengagementmust be tem-
peredbythefactthatthisisjustthelatestact
in the ongoing drama being played out by
Chinaalong theLAC.
The notional LACwas described by the

thenChinese PrimeMinister, Zhou Enlai, in
1959, as conforming to “the so-called
McMahonLineintheeastandtheline,upto
which each side exercises actual control in
thewest”. In1962, thePLAadvanced to this
claimline,beforewithdrawing,unilaterally,
20 km behind it. This left China in occupa-
tion of 38,000 sq km of the Aksai Chin
plateau.Intheeast,Chinanowclaims,aspart
of “Southern Tibet”, 84,000 sq km of
ArunachalPradesh,whichiswelltothesouth
of theMcMahonLine.
Having neglected for 59 years post-bel-

lumtonegotiateconversionof the3,500km
disputed Sino-Indian boundary into an in-
ternational border, India continues to pay a
heavy price for this glaring omission. The
mereexistenceof anundefinedandun-de-
marcated LAC has provided an instrumen-
talityforChinatoperiodicallyintimidateand
distractNewDelhi, and damage India’s im-
age internationally. History will judge the
culpabilityofstatesmenanddiplomats,who

allowed this situation to persist, but the
Indianstatemust takenoteofother,equally
egregious, lapses that have encouraged ad-
venturismonthepartof ourneighbours.
Primeamongst these is the indifference

of India’s politicians, bordering on neglect,
towards defence preparedness. The 1962
military-debacle that resulted from Prime
Minister Nehru’s order to “throw out the
Chinese” from NEFA was a direct conse-
quence of his total ignorance about thedis-
malstateoftheIndianarmyvis-à-visthePLA
and the adverse terrain that our poorly-
armedandill-cladtroopsweretofight in. In
March 1971, PM Indira Gandhi, eager to
march into East Pakistan, was, fortunately,
restrainedbyGeneralManekshaw’sfirmbut
principled dissent. The consequent six-
monthrespiteenabledourmilitarytomake
upfordrasticweaponandequipmentshort-
ages through imports.
A manifestation of this political syn-

drome is the oft-heard statement in
Parliament: “When the time comes, all re-
sourceswillbemadeavailabletoourgallant
armed forces.” The absurdity of such state-
ments seems lost on our political elite, be-
cause“when-the-time-comes” is too lateto
hand out guns to soldiers. Consequently,
every crisis sees a panic rush abroad, for
“emergency purchases” of items ranging
fromrifles to fighters.
AnothercauseforIndiabeingrepeatedly

caught flat-footed in crises situations is the
strangeandostrich-likereticence,whichpre-
vents self-assessment aswell as policy-ar-
ticulation. Thus, no government has, so far,
definednationalaims,objectives,vital inter-
ests and “red lines” in the formof a security
doctrineorstrategy.Onealsowondersif the

60-yearexperiencehashelpedtheMinistry
of External Affairs to evolve a “China-spe-
cific” strategy. TheMoD steadfastly refuses
to undertake strategic defence reviews,
whichwould clearly showup the yawning
gapsthatexistbetweenthebudgetandmil-
itary resources available, on the one hand,
andthecapabilitiesrequiredtomeetextant
threats, on the other. This has created a
dilemma for the Indian armed forces,
whereintheyareexpectedtodischargeroles,
for which the government has neither
funded nor equipped them; two examples
being “fightinga two-and-a-half frontwar”
and becoming a “net-security provider for
the IndianOceanregion”.
Finally, the term heard consistently in

India’s national security discourse is “sur-
prise”,usedinthecontextof the1947,1962,
1965andKargilconflicts,aswellasepisodes
like the IC-814hijacking and the26/11 ter-
ror strike. The phrase implies intelligence
failures on account of flaws in collection,
collationandanalysis,aswellas timelydis-
seminationof information.The1999Kargil
ReviewCommittee in its public report had
stated: “There are no checks and balances
in the Indian intelligence system to ensure
that the consumer gets all the intelligence
that isavailableand ishisdue…each intel-
ligence agency is diligent in preserving its
own turf.”
The two decades since Kargil have seen

reconnaissanceandsurveillanceoperations
transformedbytheinductionofdrones,air-
craftandsatellitesandtheinceptionofaded-
icated “tech-int” agency. And yet, in April
2020, thePLAmanagedtosneakuponus.

Thewriter isa formerchiefof IndianNavy

SPOKE IN WHEELS

THISREFERSTOthereport, 'Ontheroad
withCOVID: auto-rickshaws, bike taxis
recoverfaster,cabsbehind'(IE,March2).
Thereisnodoubtthepandemichasbro-
ken the back of many a business. It is
good to know, therefore, that autos are
recoveringfasterthanexpectedinmetro
cities like Kolkatawith 80per cent fol-
lowedbyDelhiandMumbaiwith50pe
rcent. However, inMumbai the autos
and taxis are in a delicate situation. On
theonehand,theyaresufferingalossof
businessonaccountoflessdemanddue
to the pandemic affecting business en-
terprises,whileontheotherhand, they
wereunable towillingly accept a steep
hike infaresofferedtothemasthegov-
ernmentseemsunabletoofferthemany
otherformofassistance.Oneonlyhopes
that situationwill return to normal as
soonaspossible.

MelvilleXD'Souza,Mumbai

CHINA’S GOOSE
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Trilateral
humility’ (IE, March 2). It is true that
ChinaandPakistanontheonehandand
Indiaaloneontheother, insteadofput-
tingtheirheadstogethertosortoutthe
borderdisputesonceforall,areblowing
theirowntrumpetoftriumphalism.Itis
clear thatChina is followingapolicyof
awarofnervestoclipourwings.Butat
the same time, it will not cross the
Rubicon.This isbecause thebalanceof
trade is hugely in its favour. India is a

goose that lays goldeneggs. Given this
situation. we can tactfully exploit our
indispensability to it. Pakistanwill fall
in lineautomatically.

TarsemSinghMahilpur

NGT'S FAILURE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Paler
Green' (IEMarch 2). The primary pur-
pose of the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) is to provide environmental jus-
tice andhelp reduce the burden of liti-
gation in the higher courts. But due to
the careless dismissals of theNGT, nei-
ther issue isresolved.Torectifythisand
toaddressother issues, it isonlycorrect
to place the organisation underwatch
fortherecoveryperiod.

SaiAdhithiM,Puducherry

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ON FEBRUARY 25, the Westminster
Magistrate’s Court in London accepted the
contention of the Indian government to ex-
tradite NiravModi, who duped the Punjab
National Bank of billions of rupees and fled
thecountrywhenhefoundthenoosearound
him tightening, saying that the evidence
againsthim“isprimafaciesufficienttoorder
hisextraditionto Indiato facethecharges”.
Deliveringtheverdict, JudgeSamGoozee

said: “India is governed by it(s) written
Constitutionwhichhasatitscorethefunda-
mentalprincipleof theindependenceof the
judiciarybyvirtueof theseparationofpow-
ersbetweenjudiciary,theexecutiveandthe
legislature.Thereisnocogentorreliableev-
idence that the judiciary in India are no
longerindependent,orcapableofmanaging
afairtrialevenwhereitisahigh-profilefraud
withsignificantmedia interest. (sic)”
The verdict assumes great significance

because itnotonlyensures thatNiravModi
willbebroughtbacktofacechargesbutalso
servesasaremindertoallfugitives,theirpro-
tectorsandthosetryingtodefraudIndiathat
theycannolongerjusttakeaflightoutof the
countryafterdupingIndianinstitutionsand

people hoping to find safe havens abroad.
The lawwill catch upwith them. This is a
uniquecasewherethegovernmenthassuc-
ceeded in its attempt to extradite a fugitive
hidingon foreignsoil.
Allowing the extradition plea of the

Indian government, Judge Goozee said:
“Pulling all these findings together, I deter-
mine, ononepossibleviewof theevidence,
I am satisfied that there is evidence upon
whichNiravModi couldbe convicted in re-
lation to the conspiracy todefraud thePNB.
Aprima facie case isestablished.”
Theverdictisaresultofsustainedefforts

of Indian investigating agencies such as the
EnforcementDirectorateandCentralBureau
of Investigationthatbuilt awater-tightcase
against NiravModi and punctured holes in
allhiscontentions,suchasfairnessof inves-
tigation, trial, admissibility of evidence,
prisonconditions,availabilityofhealthfacil-
ities in India and extraneous consideration
againsttheextraditionrequest.Theagencies
had the full backing of the NarendraModi
government,whichhaspromisedthatthose
whodefraud Indiawill notbeallowedtogo
scot-freeby takingrefugeon foreignsoil.

TheverdicthasalsobustedtheCongress’s
motivatedcampaign,which tried toproject
the NarendraModi-led government as one
protecting the corrupt. It is well known by
nowthatNiravModiexecutedthefrauddur-
ingtheUPAregime.Ithasnowalsobeendoc-
umented that Congress leader and former
highcourtjudge,AbhayThipsay,deposedin
favour of Nirav Modi at the UK court but
“never disclosed his party-political affilia-
tioneitherinthereport’sbiographyorinre-
lationtohisdeclarationasanexpertanddis-
closureofanypotentialconflictof interests”.
The court has alsomade some scathing re-
marksagainst formerSupremeCourt Judge
MarkandeyKatjuforsayingthatNiravModi
isunlikely togeta fair trial in India.
The judgment exposes thosewhowere

trying to shieldNiravModi, something that
theBJPhadmaintainedall through the trial
in thecase.
TheWestminster Court has upheld the

supremacy of the Indian judiciary and re-
posedfaithinthecountry’sjudicialsystemto
accord a fair trial to NiravModi. It has also
said that India is well-equipped to ensure
NiravModi’shumanrightsareprotectedand

hegets all thenecessarymedical assistance
during and after his trial. The court upheld
all assurancesof Indiaandrejectedthesub-
missions of the defence regarding human
rights violations, fair trial andprisoncondi-
tions. That the court observed that consid-
eringthelengthandstrengthofrelationsbe-
tweenIndiaandtheUK,thereisnoevidence
ofbreachofsolemndiplomaticassuranceby
thegovernmentof IndiagoestoproveIndia’s
global standing. These are not facts that
neededvindicationbuttheUKcourtspelling
it out will help India in handling cases of
other fugitives.
The verdict serves as a reminder that

business as usual is no longer acceptable.
UnderPMNarendraModi,Indiaisnobanana
Republic where an unholy business-politi-
calnexuswillbeallowedfreereigntodupe,
defraudandhideoffshore.Thisisavictoryof
India’s investigating agencies, judicial
process, global prowess and 130 crore-plus
peoplewhohave said no to corruption and
shielding thecorrupt.

Thewriter isBJPNationalGeneral Secretary
andmemberofRajyaSabha

OrderforNiravModi’sreturnprovescorrupthavenoamnestyinModirule

An extradition, a vindication
Bhupender Yadav
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ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH2

ATAMILNADUSpecialDGP fac-
ing allegations of sexual harass-
ment fromawoman IPS officer
had made several attempts to
hold her hand, had kissed her
hand,madehersign,sentastrike
force to stop her vehicle on the
Trichy-Chennai highway, and
even called her father-in-law to
strikeacompromise,accordingto
her complaintsmade to senior
governmentauthorities.
TheMadrasHighCourthadon

Mondaytakensuomotunoticeof
theallegedharassment,andisdi-
rectlymonitoring the case now
beingprobedby theCB-CID. The
court had also imposed restric-
tionson themedia against nam-
ingthewomanpoliceofficerand
the accused Special DGP. On
Tuesday,theCB-CIDteamstarted
the investigation visiting wit-
nesses—all senior IPSofficers—
and thevictim, for their detailed
statementsandrelatedevidence.
According to seniorwoman

IPSofficer’swrittencomplaint,she
wason“bandobustduty”inKarur
districtaspartof thestate
Chief Minister’s visit on

February 21. As theCM’s speech
wasinprogressintheevening,the

SpecialDGPtoldhershemayac-
companyhiminhisvehicletothe
nextmeetingplace. Theywould
then,intheSpecialDGP’svehicle,
visittwoplaceswheretheCMwas
toholdmeetings.
Inbetween, thevictimofficer

had informed her Personal
SecurityOfficer(PSO)tofollowthe
SpecialDGP’svehicleinwhichshe
wastravelling.
Duringtheirjourneyfromthe

third place to a pointwhere she
wassupposedtoberelievedfrom
duty, theSpecialDGPofferedher
snackskeptinhiscarandgaveher
a pillow for headrest. Then he
askedhertosingasong.Uponhis
insistence,shesang.Sittingtoher
left, he extendedhis right hand
and asked for her hand. She
thoughtitwasforahandshakein
appreciation, but he insisted for
theotherhand,andheldontoher
hand.
The complaint said he then

startedsinging“forabout20min-
utes”, liftedherhandandkissed.
Shetoldhimshe“wasn’tcomfort-
able.” “Hesmiledand letgoof it”
andlaterhetriedtocatchholdof
her handagain, uponwhich she
saidshe“wasn’tcomfortableand
itwasinappropriate.”Duringthe
journey, he showed apicture of
hershe clickedduringhis earlier
visittoherworkplace.Hetoldher

hesaveditashisfavouritepicture
on the phone. Before she got
down fromhis vehicle, hemade
one more attempt to hold her
hand.
Thevictimfiledherfirstcom-

plaint before theheadof thepo-
liceforceinChennaiadayafterthe
incident. In another complaint,
she gavedetails of the “criminal
acts”shewassubjectedtoonthe
seconddaywhenshetravelledto
ChennaitomeettheDGPandthe
stateHomeSecretary.
ThecomplaintsaidtheSpecial

DGPkeptcallingherthatdaybut
shedidn’tpick.Hesentherames-
sage requesting her to call back.
HealsoaskedthreeIPSofficersof
equivalent rank to speak to her
andmake her cancel the trip to
Chennai.BeforereachingChennai,
hercomplaintsaidtheChengalpet
SP,DKannan,hadstoppedhercar
with thehelp of personnel from
“strikingforce.”
“The Striking Force vehicle

wasstationedbeforemyofficial
car to stopme fromproceeding
forward,” she said in her com-
plaint.Theyaskedherdriverand
personalsecurityofficer(PSO)to
get down from the car. “They
took out the car keys and I was
sitting inside the car alone feel-
ing threatened formy life,” she
wrote. “Kannan told me that

Special DGP had asked him to
blockmy car. I demanded to be
allowedtogobuthedidnotclear
theway,” thecomplaint said.
Kannaninsistedshespeakto

the special DGP on his phone.
When she refused to speak, she
wastoldshewon'tbeallowedto
go. After fiveminutes, she took
thecall.“Hestartedspeakingand
the first thinghe saidwas ‘Iwill
fallatyourfeetandapologisefor
my actions’,” she wrote in the
complaint.
When she replied that she

wantedtomeettheHeadofPolice
Force in Chennai and that he
should ask Kannan to clear the
way,SpecialDGPrepliedthat“the
conversationwasbeingrecorded
and intelligence branch people
werealsolisteningsoIshouldtell
whathadhappened.”
“He told me that I am your

friend,towhichmyreplywas‘We
arenotfriends, Iam(designation
of the victimwithheld), andyou
are Special DGP’. He said, ‘I am
yourwellwisherandfriend, Iam
coming behind you, Iwill reach
thereandwewilltalk’,”thecom-
plaint noted, detailing the se-
quence of events before the
SpecialDGPfinallyaskedKannan
tolethergo.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

In car, on phone: IPS officer
lists ‘harassment’ by TNDGP

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,MARCH2

A WEEK after 32-year-old
Mehtab Rana was booked in
Agra for allegedly kidnapping a
minor girl belonging to adiffer-
ent community, police on
Tuesdaysaid they foundthe16-
year-old girl at a guesthouse in
Delhi.Thegirltoldthepolicethat
she had gone to Delhi with a
youthfromGwalior,identifiedas
Divyanshu,withwhomshewas
reportedlyincontactforthepast
oneyear.
Police have booked

Divyanshuandhis friendRinku,
aresidentofDelhi,onchargesof
kidnapping.
According to police, the girl

has so far denied Rana's role,
whowasbookedforkidnapping
on February 23 and is currently
absconding. Two days ago, po-
licearrestedRana'swifeandtwo
sisters-in-law on charges of
keeping the kidnapped person
inconfinement.
“With the help of surveil-

lance and other sources, we
tracedthegirltoaguesthousein
Delhi. During questioning, the
girl told us that she had gone to
Delhi with Divyanshu, a youth
from Gwalior, on February 23.
Divyanshu was arrested by

Gwaliorpolicetwodaysagoina
separate cybercrime case, "
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (Agra City) Botre Rohan
Pramodsaid.
Police are also looking for

Divyanshu's friend Rinkuwho
had allegedly accompanied
themtoDelhi.
“Both Divyanshu and Rinku

areaccusedof thekidnappingof
thegirl,” Pramodadded.
OnMehtab Rana's role, po-

licesaidthattheywouldtakethe
next course of action based on
the girl's statement before the
magistrate. “On the basis of the
girl’sstatementbeforethemag-
istrate, we will take the next
courseofaction.Weareyettoas-
certainRana'sroleinthekidnap-
ping case. The decision on his
three familymembers arrested
two days agowill also be taken
after that," said theofficer.
Police said that three years

ago, Rana was booked for kid-
napping and raping the same
girl. Thegirlwasthenrecovered
fromMeerut and Ranawas ar-
rested. Hewas later released in
2019.
Afatherof sixchildren,Rana

had come to Agra in 2018 to
work in a hotel where the girl’s
fatherwasemployed,saidpolice.
He used to regularly visit her
house forwork, theysaid.

“The girl told us that Rana
was threatening her to change
her statement in the 2018 kid-
nappingcase,” saidPramod.
According to police, the girl

was carrying a new cellphone
numberwhenshewastracedto
a Delhi guesthouse. “During
questioning, thegirl toldus that
she came in contact with
Divyanshu a year ago at awed-
ding. They used to regularly
speak over the phone. The girl
saidthatonFebruary23shehad
gone toahospitalwithheraunt
for treatment. The same day,
Divyanshuarrivedtherewithhis
friend Rinku in a vehicle.
Divyanshu changed his get-up
by wearing a pathani suit and
turbanbefore entering thehos-
pital.Shethenleftthehospitalin
a burqa and the three reached
Delhi where Rinku kept her at
guesthouse on false identity,"
said a police officer involved in
the investigation.
“During investigation, we

suspected that themancoming
out of the hospital wasMehtab
RanawhowasnamedintheFIR
(filed on a complaint lodged by
thegirl's fatheronFebruary23).
Wewill again review the CCTV
footages in the light of the girl's
statement,” said Pramod.
The girl has been sent for a

medical examination.

Anelderlymanis inoculated inMumbai,Tuesday.Deepak Joshi

LGBT activist
held for sexual
assault in Goa,
released on bail

ECONOMICSURVEY

Agra girl recovered from Delhi,
2 youths booked for kidnapping

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,MARCH2

WITH THE aim to develop an
“AtmanirbharMadhyaPradesh”
andincreaselocalproductionto
atleast10trillionrupees,Finance
Minister Jagdish Devda on
Tuesday presented a budget of
Rs2.41lakhcrorefor2021-22in
theAssembly.
With no additional tax bur-

den,DevdasaidaprovisionofRs
5,962 crore has beenmade for
theJalJeevanMissiontoprovide
tap water to households -- a
jumpofnearly337percentover
2020-21. The budget makes a
provision of Rs 24,911 crore for
theSTsub-planandRs17,980for
SC sub-plan. Devda announced
that 24,200 teacher vacancies
willbefilledupwhileaprovision
ofRs9,793crorehasbeenmade
fortheestablishmentofprimary
schools.
Devda said the agriculture

sector is the government’s top
priority, with a provision of Rs
3,200 crore towards CM Kisan
Kalyan Yojna and another Rs
1,000crore for interest grant on
short-termloans to farmers.
Devda said that it is esti-

matedthattherevenuereceipts

for2020-21willbe5.05percent
less compared to the previous
year.
Forinfrastructure,thebudget

has made a provision of Rs
44,152crore,Rs40,958crorehas
been allocated for providing
qualityeducationatgovernment
schools and nine new govern-
mentmedical collegeswill also
be set up, ChiefMinister Shivraj
SinghChouhansaid.
Amidthepandemic,hisgov-

ernmentprovidedadequateas-

sistance to farmers and those
schemeswillcontinue,thechief
minister said.
However, Leader of

Opposition Kamal Nath criti-
cised the budget, calling it a
bundle of lies and jugglery of
numbers. “We hoped that this
budget would provide some
respite to the commonman by
lowering thehighpetrol-diesel
rates but this budget has noth-
ing new. It is against people’s
expectations.”

MadhyaPradeshFinanceMinister JagdishDevdaannounces
theBudget in thestateAssemblyonTuesday.PTI

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,MARCH2

STATINGTHATpeace in the sub-
continentwould lead through
Kashmir, former J&K CM
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday
urgedtheCentrenottoshyaway
from“engagingwith thepeople
of JammuandKashmir” and to
carry forward thedialoguewith
Pakistan.
Addressingapartyconvention

in southKashmir's Anantagdis-
trict, she saidNewDelhi should
“takeaconsiderateviewofrights
andaspirations” of thepeopleof
J&K.Muftisaidsheishopefulthat
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
will grab the opportunity, pro-
vided by the SAARC summit, to
carryforwardtherecentIndo-Pak
peacegesture.

DAY2OFVACCINATIONSECONDPHASE

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI,MARCH2

TUESDAY SAW some improve-
ment in the functioning of
CoWIN software, but centres
continued to struggle as a large
number of senior citizens and
people with co-morbidities
turnedupforvaccinationonthe
secondday.
For an hour, the BKC jumbo

centrewitnessedjostlingashuge
crowds gathered in thewaiting
area to get tokens and enter.
Amid the riskof becominga su-
per-spreading event for coron-
avirus,policesecuritywasbeefed
uptomaintainphysicaldistanc-
ingamidvaccinerecipients.
BMC plans to scale up to 40

vaccination centres from
Wednesday to cope with the
overwhelming turnoutof those
wanting to get immunised. On
Monday, therewere eight cen-
tres, whichwas increased to 22
on Tuesday for senior citizens
andpeoplewithcomorbidities.
In the coming days, BMC

planstovaccinate40,000people
aday.“Weareappealingtopeo-
ple to pre-register andwait for
theirslot.Peopleshouldnotrush
tocentres.Thereareenoughvac-
cines available for all and we
have adequate manpower,”
Additional Municipal
Commissioner Suresh Kakani
said. BMCmay begin evening
slotsforvaccinationtodistribute
thecrowdthroughout theday.
By Tuesday night, theUnion

Health Ministry allowed
Maharashtra to open29private
hospitals as vaccination centres
in Mumbai. These centres, in-
cludingmajor hospitals likeHN

Reliance,Hinduja,Lilavati,Fortis,
Hiranandani, BombayHospital,
are slated to begin vaccination
fromthisweekoncetheyreceive
enoughstock.
BKC centre on Tuesday saw

severalwalk-in recipients apart
fromthosewhohadpre-booked
aslot.“Peoplewerewaitingsince
9 am and the softwarewas not
working. Senior citizens were
trying to get tokens and there
weremanyyouthsaccompany-
ingelderlypeoplewhoweretry-
ing to make way through the

crowdandgettokens.Thechaos
began from there,” saidManish
Kekatpure(63),whoreachedthe
centre at 9 am and got vacci-
natedby1pm.
Dr Rajesh Dere, dean in BKC

jumbo centre, said the CoWIN
software did not work for over
an hour and they could not be-
ginvaccination.“Wealreadyhad
a lot of peoplewaiting for their
shot andmore kept coming in.
That led to overcrowding,” he
said. FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com

Jharkhand GSDP set to contract 6.9%: Survey
ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,MARCH2

JHARKHAND GROSS State
DomesticProduct(GSDP)grewby
6.7percentin2019-20compared
to a year before but is estimated
to contract by6.9per cent in the
ongoing fiscal year, as per the
Economic Survey released on
Tuesday.
The report said that provi-

sionalGSDP in 2018-19 stood at
Rs2.24lakhcrore,whichgrewto
Rs 2.4 lakh crore (projected) in
2019-20. Theestimated contrac-
tionwill bring the state’sGDPof
2020-21at2018-19level, itsaid.
TheSurveypeggedthestate’s

receipt in the current financial

year—both revenue and capital
—atRs86,370crore(budgetedes-
timates)growingfromprovisional
receiptsofRs70,732crore inthe
previousfiscal.
On rural development front,

the Survey highlighted that the
numberofhousessupposedtobe
constructed under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojna-Gramin fell
short bymore than 40%, as the
schemebegan in2016-17. In the
ongoing fiscal, against the target
of 4,22,125, only 33,604 houses
werecompleteddespite3,33,479
housesbeingsanctioned.
The Survey alsomentioned

that since thepandemic, unem-
ploymentraterose in Jharkhand,
reaching apeakof 59.2% inMay
2020,anddecreasedgraduallyto

11.3% in January this year. In
January2020,theunemployment
ratewas10.6%, itmentions.
Healthremainsamajorcause

for ‘concern’,with66%of “out of
pockethealthexpenditure”bythe
peopleinyear2020-21.Thereport
saidthat inefficientpublichealth
facilitiescontinuedtosufferfrom
“poor infrastructure and inade-
quatemanpower”, thereby in-
creasingdependenceon thepri-
vatesector,whichiscoveredfrom
household savings and by bor-
rowing in the absence of health
coverageschemes.
TheEconomicSurveyalsocrit-

icisedthethreefarmlaws,stating
thattheyremain“silent”on“con-
tinuation” ofMSP,which is “dis-
turbing”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI,MARCH2

A28-YEAR-OLD Frenchwoman
hasaccusedLGBTQIactivist,poet
and psychologist Divya Dureja
(27)ofsexuallyassaultingherin
a resort in North Goa on
February23.Dureja,whowasar-
rested following the woman’s
complaint filed at the Pernem
Police Station, was released on
bailbya local court lastweek.
According to the victim’s

complaint,Durejakeptherinher
hotel room for over four-and-a-
half hourswithout her consent
andpenetratedherwithherfin-
gers. North Goa SP Utkrisht
Prasoon said Dureja was ar-
rested based on the victim’s
complaint. He said the victim’s
statementwill be recorded be-
fore amagistrate under Section
164 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.
According to the police, the

victim,ayogatrainer,hadarrived
inGoainJanuary.Thevictimhas
allegedthatDurejainvitedherto
herroominaresortinNorthGoa
andassaultedher.
IntheFIRfiledatthePernem

Police Station on February 24,
Dureja has been charged under
Section354(criminalassaulton
woman with the intention of
outraging her modesty) and
Section 342 (wrongful confine-
ment)of the IPC.
Delhi-based Dureja is an

LGBTQIactivist,psychologistand
poet andhas spokenonvarious
platforms in support of the
LGBTQI community. Dureja re-
mained unavailable for com-
ment. Messages sent to her by
The Indian Express remained
unanswered.

ENS&PTI
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THE CENTRE on Tuesday said it
has sought a report from the
Karnataka government over
state Agriculture Minister B C
Patil receiving the first dose of
Covid-19vaccineathisresidence
inKarnataka’sHaveridistrict.
“This is not allowed in the

protocol (of administering the
vaccineathome). Ithascometo
our notice.We have asked for a
report from the state govern-
ment,” Union Health Secretary
RajeshBhushansaid.
PatilonTuesdaycourtedcon-

troversyaftertakingthevaccine
athishouseinsteadofgoingtoa
hospital,drawingcriticismfrom
stateHealthMinisterKSudhakar
andothers.
Patil,64,andhiswifetookthe

vaccine at his residence in
Hirekerur, in Haveri district, on
theseconddayofthenewphase
of thevaccinationdrivetocover
peopleagedabove60andthose
aged 45-pluswith co-morbidi-
ties.
Patil tweeted, "Took the

#COVID19Vaccinewithmywife,
atmyHirekerurhouse fromthe
government doctors today.
While 'Made In India' vaccines
are being immensely appreci-
ated bymany countries, some
vested interest groups are
spreading false information
about thevaccines.”
Asseveralsocialmediausers

questioned his decision to take
the vaccine at home, Sudhakar
saidtheprotocolistogetitinthe
hospital.
Patil defended himself, say-

ing that he had not committed
any crime andwanted to avoid

trouble for the public. “Have I
doneanytheftorrobbery?Ihave
only taken the vaccine at home
whichisnotacrime,"theminis-
ter told reporters.Hesaid itwas
good that his inoculation be-
came public which would in-
spireothers to take theshot.
Patil also said that had he

gone to the hospital, it would
have caused trouble for people
waiting there.
Sudhakar expressed dissat-

isfactionoverPatil'sconductand
said the medical team should
havepersuadedhim to come to
hospital. "Unless there is aprior
permission,nooneisallowedto
gohometovaccinate.It iswrong
to gohome to administer a vac-
cine,"hesaid.
Hewould issue a circular to

doctors not to administer vac-
cines at home, the minister
added.
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DEATHS(MAR1) TOTAL

Maharashtra 33 53,391
Punjab 18 5,850
Kerala 13 4,258

DataasonMarch1,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

NUMBER OF
DOSES
(MAR 2)

6,09,845
Totalsofar:1,54,61,864

Software functions better, but
vaccination centres struggle

Karnataka minister takes jab at home,
Centre says not allowed, seeks report

Don’t shy away
from engaging
with J&K people:
Mufti to Centre

MADHYAPRADESH

Budget aims to create ‘self-reliant’
state, Nath says ‘bundle of lies’

MADHYAPRADESH

BJPLokSabha
memberdies
ofCovid issues
Bhopal: Nand Kumar
SinghChauhan, theBJP
LokSabhamemberfrom
Khandwa in Madhya
Pradesh,diedatahospital
in Gurugram, family
sources said on Tuesday.
Hewas 69. The six-term
MP, who was suffering
from Covid-19 and was
airlifted to Medanta
HospitalinGurugramlast
monthinaseriouscondi-
tion,breathedhislastlate
Monday night, the
sources said. He is sur-
vived by his wife, a son
and two daughters, a BJP
spokesmansaid. PTI

NandKumarSingh
Chauhan

BRIEFLY

MAHARASHTRA

Manscoldsactor
fornotspeaking
onfarmers,held
Mumbai:Policearresteda
28-year-oldman for al-
legedlystoppingthecarof
actorAjayDevgnandbe-
rating him for not speak-
ing in favour of farmers
protesting against the
threefarmlaws.Seniorin-
spector Dharnendra
Kamble said theaccused,
Rajdeep Ramesh Singh,
was travelling inanauto-
rickshawwhenheidenti-
fiedtheactorinacarstuck
intraffic."Hedidnotallow
the vehicle to go ahead
and told theactor thathe
should be ashamed for
not raising his voice for
the farmers who are
protesting the farm
laws…Eventuallytheac-
tor'sbodyguardtookhim
aside and contacted us,"
Kamblesaid. ENS

HIMACHALPRADESH

Kanganamoves
SCfortransfer
ofthreecases
NewDelhi:ActorKangana
Ranaut and her sister
Rangoli Chandel have ap-
proached the Supreme
Court seeking transfer of
cases pending against
them in Mumbai to
HimachalPradeshalleging
threatfromtherulingShiv
SenaandtheMaharashtra
government. Theplea re-
ferred to three cases, in-
cludingacriminaldefama-
tion complaint by lyricist
JavedAkhtar,andtheother
two over social media
posts. It said that looking
atthethreatperceptionto
hershewasprovidedwith
Y-pluscategoryofCRPFse-
curitybytheUnion Home
Ministry.“Itbecomesquite
evident that thepetition-
ers face serious threat to
lifeandproperty”. ENS

PAKISTAN

Indigoflight
makeemergency
landing,onedead
Karachi, New Delhi: An
IndigoflightfromSharjah
to Lucknow made an
emergencylandingatthe
Karachi airport in
Pakistan on Tuesday
morning after a passen-
ger onboard fell sick and
later died. An official of
thePakistanCivilAviation
Authority said the land-
ing permission was
granted to the captain of
IndiGoflight6E1412after
an elderly passenger fell
seriously ill. The passen-
gerunfortunatelyexpired
ontheplaneeventhough
the Indian aircraft was
given permission to land
at the Karachi airport,”
theofficial said. PTI

New Delhi
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INDIAACTIVECASES 168,358

Note: TheMarch1 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovernmentupdateonMarch2

Feb28 March1LAST 10 DAYS
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INDIATOTALCASES
11,124,527

Source:Ministry of Health& Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pmonMarch 2

WORLDTOTALCASES
114,618,923

Source: JohnsHopkins University,
updated at 11 pmonMarch 2

PRABHARAGHAVAN&
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

AMIDSOURINGrelationsbetweenIndiaand
China last year, evidence emerged in
Septemberof aChinesegovernment-linked
company’s attempt tomonitor the digital
footprint of thousands of Indian citizens. In
November, thegovernmentwasapprisedof
amalwarethreatinsegmentsofitspowerin-
frastructure—malwarethatwas lastmonth
linkedtoaChinesestate-backedfirm.Now,a
cyber intelligence firm claims another
Chinese government-linked hacking group
has targeted themakersof the twovaccines
currently used in India’s Covid-19 vaccina-
tionprogramme.
A look at the various surveillance and

hackingattempts,andtheir implications:

Zhenhua& its targets
The IndianExpresshadearlierreportedin

a series of reports that a Shenzhen-based
technology company, Zhenhua Data
InformationTechnologyCo,withlinkstothe
Chinese government and the Chinese
Communist Party, was monitoring over
10,000Indianindividualsandorganisations.
Thiswas part of the company’s global data-
baseof“foreigntargets”.Itsmodusoperandiis
tocollect informationaboutrelevantpeople
fromthewebandsocialmediaplatforms,and
track research papers, articles, patents, and
recruitmentpositions.
Thecompanyalsomonitorstheperson's

digital footprint across social media plat-
forms and maintains an “information li-
brary”.Thosemonitoredinthisdatabasein-
cluded not only influential political and
industrial figures,butbureaucratsinkeypo-
sitions, judges,scientistsandacademicians,
journalists, actors, sportspersons, religious
figures,activistsandevenhundredsaccused
of financialcrime,corruption,terrorismand
smuggling.
The collection of such data by Zhenhua

does not violate any rules under the
InformationTechnologyActof2000,asnearly
all of this data is available in the public do-
main. However, Zhenhua’s 24×7watch had
raised red flagswith cybersecurity experts,
whoobservedthattheinformationcollected
could be put together for tacticalmanoeu-
vring,targetingtheindividualsundersurveil-
lanceor their institutions.

Red Echo& ShadowPad
OnFebruary28,Massachusetts-basedcy-

bersecurity companyRecordedFuturepub-
lishedareportsayingithadobserveda“steep
rise” in theuseof resources likemalwareby

aChinese groupcalledRedEcho to target “a
largeswathe”of India’spowersector.
Itsaid10distinctIndianpowersectoror-

ganisations were targeted, including four
RegionalLoadDespatchCentres(RLDCs)that
are responsible for thesmoothoperationof
the country’s power grid by balancing the
supplyanddemandof electricity. Recorded
Future said the group also targeted two
Indianseaports.
Red Echo used malware called

ShadowPad, which involves the use of a
backdoor to access servers. TheMinistry of
Power on Monday confirmed these at-
tempts, stating it had been informed in
November2020abouttheShadowPadmal-
ware“atsomecontrolcentres”of thePower
System Operation Corporation Ltd
(POSOCO), the government enterprise in
chargeof facilitatingthetransferof electric-
ity through loaddespatchcentres.
TheMinistry said itwas informedof Red

Echo’s attempts to target the country’s load
despatchcentres inFebruary. Ithadsaid“no
databreach/dataloss”hadbeendetecteddue
to the incidents and that none of POSOCO’s
functions had been impacted. The govern-
ment said it had taken action against the
threatsobserved.
While therewas speculation earlier that

RedEchowaspossiblybehindtheOctober12
blackout inMumbai, Union PowerMinister
RKSinghonTuesdaydeniedthat thepower

outageinthecitywastheresultofacyberat-
tack, insteadattributing it tohumanerror.

Stone Panda& vaccines
OnMonday, Goldman Sachs-backed cy-

ber intelligence firmCyfirma said a Chinese
hacker group known as Stone Panda had
“identified gaps andvulnerabilities in the IT
infrastructure and supply chain software of
Bharat Biotech and the Serum Institute of
India”, according to a Reuters report. These
companies have developed Covaxin and
Covishield,whicharecurrentlybeingusedin
thenationalvaccinationcampaign.Theyare
alsointheprocessoftestingadditionalCovid-
19 vaccines that could add value to efforts
aroundtheworld.
Some Indian companies involved in

Covid-19vaccinedevelopmenthavetoldThe
IndianExpressthattheyhavenoticedanearly
hundred-fold increase in cyberattack at-
temptsbyforeignentitiesfromcountrieslike
ChinaandRussiaover the last sixmonths.

Possible reasons
Allthiscouldbehappeningforseveralrea-

sons.Onemajorfactoristheborderclashbe-
tweenthetwocountries in June2020.
“Asbilateraltensionscontinuetorise,we

expect to see a continued increase in cyber
operationsbeingconductedbyChina-linked
groupssuchasRedEchoinlinewithnational
strategic interests,” statedRecordedFuture.

Othercybersecurityexpertsagree.
“This is clearly something that is linked

toChina’sgeopoliticalinterests,”saidRaman
Jit Singh Chima, Asia Pacific Policy Director
andGlobalCybersecurityLeadatAccessNow.
“It is established very clearly that the use of
cyberoffensivetoolsandespionageisafairly
activeelementofwhatthePeople'sRepublic
of China seems to be adopting and encour-
aging. Evenwhen they are not directly in
chargeofanoffensiveoperation,theyseemto
beconsistentlyencouragingactorstodevelop
thiscapability.”
However, as reported in the ‘China

Watching’ series inThe IndianExpress, these
attempts could also be part of a long-term
strategy.
“Itcouldalsobeanattempttotestandlay

thegrounds for furtheroperations in the fu-
ture,” said Chima. “One has to also remem-
ber that sometimes these offensive opera-
tions are carried out to distract people from
other places that theymight be targeting or
otheractivities thatmightbeoccurring.”
Therewas an increase in cyber offensive

operations and incidents around theworld
inthesecondhalfof2020especiallytargeting
thehealthcare andvaccine space,with inci-
dents often attributed to actors linkedwith
the Chinese and Russian governments, ac-
cordingtoChima.
When vaccine companies are targeted,

themotivecouldbecompetition.Themotiva-
tion behind Stone Panda’s attack against SII
andBharatBiotech’sITsystemswastoextract
thecompanies’intellectualpropertyandgain
a “competitive advantage over Indian phar-
maceutical companies,” as per Reuters. SII
andBharatBiotechhavebeengettingglobal
orders for theirvaccines.

Lack of information
India has not voluntarilymade informa-

tionabout these attemptspublic. According
toChima,thislackofinformationcouldleave
other companies and government bodies
maybe in thedark about their vulnerability
tosuchattacks.
“Theproblemisyouneedmoredatatobe

abletofigureoutwhat isgoingon, including
specific data aboutwhat has happened in
India,” saidChima.
He said there is also little clarity on the

government's chainof commandwherecy-
bersecurityissuesareconcerned,asdifferent
agencies dealwith this issue. Thismakes it
difficulttounderstandwhoalltoapproachin
theeventof suchcyber threats.
“Becausethatinformationisnotoutthere,

andit'snotavailableeasily—excepttopeople
whoworkverycloselywiththegovernment-
-it impactsIndia’scybersecurityasawhole,”
Chimasaid.
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MIHIRVASAVDA
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WHENMARTINAVeloso,TeoShunXieand
Teh Xiu Hong land in NewDelhi later this
monthfortheshootingWorldCup,theywill
be among the few shooters who would
have received Covid-19 vaccines. Even as
other countries debate the process to se-
cure vaccine shots for their Olympics-
bound athletes, Singapore put their
sportspersonsintheprioritygroupandbe-
ganvaccination lastmonth.
With less than 150 days to go for the

TokyoOlympics,moreandmorecountries
aregrapplingwiththequestionofwhereto
place their athletes in the vaccination
queue. The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and the Tokyo Olympics
OrganisingCommitteehaverecommended
that athletesandofficials get their jabsbe-
fore the Games. However, it has not been
mademandatory,meaning it is left for the
countries to decide if theywant their ath-
letes to get special treatment and get

bumped ahead in the queue, or like other
citizens,wait their turn.

Jumping the queue
SINGAPORE’S Minister of Culture,

Community and Youth, Edwin Tong, said
theirathleteswereadministeredvaccineso
that they can travel and compete in the
events leading up to the Olympics, apart
fromtheGames themselves.
“Wemust support our athletes as they

travel, train, andcompete forSingaporeon
aglobalstage,”TongwroteonTwitter.“We
willthereforeprogressivelyarrangeforour
athletes and coaches to get their vaccina-
tions aheadof their overseas travel so that
they remain safe, and can focus on their
competitions.”
HUNGARYhas begun vaccinating ath-

letesnotjustfortheTokyoOlympics(July23-
August8)butalsotheBeijingWinterGames,
whichwill be held sixmonths later. The
HungarianOlympic Committee, according
to Reuters, has identified 868 athleteswho
will receive the Moderna vaccine. The
Hungarian athleteswere in thequeueafter

healthcareworkersbutalongsidetheelderly.
Serbia,too,beganinoculatingitsathletes

with Chinese and Russian vaccines in late
January,Reuters reported.
ISRAELhad already vaccinatedhalf its

Tokyo-bounddelegationlastmonth,andits
Olympic Committee said their entire con-
tingentwouldreceivetheirdosesbytheend
ofMay.
BELGIUMhas requested400-500 vac-

cinesforathletesandsupportstaff,askingthat
Olympiansbeconsideredamongthe“essen-
tial professions”. The Belgian Olympic
Committee’schiefphysicianJohanBellemans
hassaidthecountry’sathleteswouldbeata
“competitivedisadvantage”iftheydidnotget
thevaccinesandtheiropponentsdid.

Those queuing up
INDIA has said the 100-odd athletes

andofficialswillbevaccinatedbeforethey
leave for Tokyo. However, SportsMinister
KirenRijijuhasleft ittotheHealthMinistry
to decidewhen theywill be administered
thedoses.
Lastmonth,theNationalRifleAssociation

ofIndiawrotetotheHealthMinistry,seeking
emergencyvaccinationforofficialswhowill
beonduty for theWorldCup. TheMinistry
didnotrespondtotheirrequest.
Asthegovernmentbegantheprocessof

vaccinating the elderly population and
thosewithco-morbidities, it isnotyetclear
when athletes will be eligible to get vac-

cines.SportsSecretaryRaviMitalsaiditwill
bedonebeforetheOlympicsandtheinter-
valbetweenthetwodoseswillbetakeninto
accountaswell.
FRANCE’S Olympic Committee chief

DenisMasseglia earlier spoke in favour of
allowing their athletes to jump the queue
to get the vaccines. But after othermem-
bers of the Committee raised concerns, it
wasdecidedthatathleteswillhavetowait.
“Forme, it poses anethical problem.As an
athlete, I don’t have the feeling that I am a
personwhoisvulnerableandsoIdon’thave
theimpressionweshouldtakepriority,be-
cause that is the question being posed,”
Committee member Astrid Guyart was
quotedassayingbyAFP.
AUSTRALIAhasnotbegun immunisa-

tion of its athletes either. While its
sportspersons have been “encouraged” to
gettheshots,someofthetopstarshavesaid
theyshouldnotgetpreferentialtreatment.
“Attheendoftheday,weareasportand

therearealotofpeoplewhodeservetoget
the vaccine before us,” StewartMcSweyn,
who has qualified in 1500, 5000 and

10000mraces,wasquotedassayingbythe-
newdaily.com.au.“…Idon’tthinkweshould
jumpthequeue.”
ITALY has decided against prioritising

athletes for vaccines. The head of Italy’s
OlympicCommittee,GiovanniMalago,said
theywillnotputthevulnerablepopulation
at risk. He told La Repubblica newspaper:
“An elderly personhas a sacred right to be
vaccinatedbeforea20-year-oldathlete is.”
However, according to The New York

Times, Italian athletes could get vaccinated
soon. The newspaper quoted an Italian
OlympicCommitteespokespersonassaying
that“around60percentoftheirprospective
Olympiansbelongedtosportsclubsaffiliated
withthecountry’smilitary,whichautomat-
icallyputsthemonthepriority list.”
THEUNITED STATES, too, will not let

its athletes jump the queue although the
country’sOlympicofficialsareintalkswith
their government to figure out if the vac-
cines can be administered before their
Olympic trials in June.GermanyandGreat
Britain are among thenations thathaven’t
sanctionedvaccinesfortheirathletessofar.

China’s cyber eye and India
SIMPLYPUT

Inthelatest inaseriesof surveillanceandhackingattempts,aChinesestate-backedhacker firmhasbeen
reportedtobetargetingIndianvaccinemakers.Whyisthishappening,andwhataretheimplications?

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, FEBRUARY2

LASTWEEK,theBodolandPeople’sFront(BPF),
an ally of the BJP in theAssamgovernment,
broke away to join the Congress-led ‘Grand
Alliance’.Whatsignificancecanthemovehold
intheupcomingAssemblyelections?

WhyBPFmatters
TheBodosarethesingle-largesttribalcom-

munity inAssamatover5-6%of thepopula-
tion.Overadecades-longmovementdemand-
ing a separate state, three accordshavebeen
signedso faramongtheCentre, stateandthe
Bodooutfits—in1993,2003andJanuary2020.
TheBPF, earlier called theBodoPeople’s

ProgressiveFront,drewa largesectionof its
foundingmembersfromformermilitantsof
theBodoLiberationTigers(BLT)whosurren-

deredfollowingthe2003Accord. It is ledby
the influential leader HagramaMohilary, a
formerBLTchief.
The2003Accord led to the formationof

the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The
BTCgovernstheBodolandTerritorialRegion,
which translates into around 15 Assembly
seats. The BPF swept the BTC polls in 2005,
2010and2015.
In2006and2011, theBPFwaspartof the

Congress-led government in Assam; they
partedways in 2014. In the 2016 Assembly
polls,theBPFwon12seatsoutofthe13itcon-
testedandalliedwiththeBJPtoformthegov-
ernment. BPF general secretary Prabin Boro
saidlastweek,“Wewillcertainlycontestand
winthe12seatswehave. Inadditiontothat,
wewill seewhereelsetocontest.”
InthelastBTCpollsinDecember,theBPF

wasthelargestpartywith17seatsoutof40,
butpowerwasclaimedbytheBJP(12)when

italliedwithUPPL(9).TheCongress (1seat)
wasnot inalliancewith theBPF then.

Allies & opponents
In 2016, allies BJP (60), BPF (12) andAGP

(14) won a majority in the 126-member
Assembly.Thisyear,havingsplitwithBPF,the
BJP (along with AGP) has allied with the
United People’s Party Liberal (UPPL) in the
Bodolandregion.
The Congress-led alliance includes the

AIUDF,threeLeftpartiesandaregionalparty.
In 2019, the BJP had faced opposition in

AssamovertheCAA,withinfluentialgroups
arguing that theActwas detrimental to the
interestsof theindigenouspeopleofAssam.
There is a third side to the contest, with

twonewpartiesbornoutofprotestsagainst
theCitizenshipAmendmentAct (CAA). The
Assam Jatiya Parishad and Raijor Dal will
contest inalliance.

What it couldmean

Because of the BPF’s influence in the
Bodoland region, the Congress sees its new
allianceas aboost to itsprospects. “TheBPF
isourold friend.Theyholda large influence
intheBTRregion.Evenbyconservativeesti-
mates,theywilldefinitelywin6-7seatsand
thenbeaverydecisivefactorin18moreseats
where there are a considerable number of
Bodo voters,” Congress spokesperson
RhitupornaKonwarsaid.
The BJP, for its part, has ruled out any

threat to its own prospects. State BJP presi-
dent Ranjeet Dass said: “They are eyeing
votes of theMiya community (Bengali-ori-
gin Muslim community) and hence have
gone into thealliance. Theyarehoping they
willwinoneortwoseatswiththeMiyacom-
munityvotes.Weanywaydonotneedthose
votes, andhencewedon’t care.”

The significance of BPF-Cong tie-up in Assam
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145,634

Pfizer-BioNTechvaccinevialsatTokyo
MedicalCenter. Japan,hostingthe
Olympics,beginning itsvaccination
campaignforhealthworkers last
month.AP

ShouldOlympics players jump the vaccine queue?Countries debate

ANOVELcomputeralgorithm,which
could create a broadly reactive in-
fluenzavaccine for swine flu, alsoof-
fers a path toward a pan-influenza
vaccine and possibly a pan-coron-
avirus vaccine aswell, according to a
new paper published in Nature
Communications.
The algorithm, Epigraph, has al-

readybeenusedtopredicttherapeu-
ticHIVvaccine candidates, and it has
also shown promising potential as a
vaccineagainsthighlydi-
verseEbolaandMarburg
viruses, protecting
against disease when
tested in an animal
model. Vaccinationwith
the Epigraph-designed
product led to thedevel-
opmentofastrongcross-
reactive antibody re-
sponseinmice,thestudy
showed. In swine, it in-
ducedstrongcross-reac-
tiveantibodyandT-cell responses.
The researchwas conducted in a

collaborationof researchers fromthe
Nebraska Center for Virology at the
University of Nebraska, St Jude
Children’sResearchHospital,andLos
Alamos National Laboratory. Los
Alamos,whichfunctionsundertheUS
Department of Energy, describes it-
selfasamultidisciplinaryresearchin-
stitutionengagedinstrategicscience.
Onitswebsite,LosAlamosquoted

computationalbiologistBetteKorber,
co-author on the new study, as say-
ing: “We developed the Epigraph
strategy for thiskindofproblem,and
it can, in theory, be applied tomany
diverse pathogens. The tool creates a
cocktailof vaccineantigensdesigned
tomaximize efficacy across a highly
diversepopulation”
Korber created the algorithm in

partnershipwithherhusband, James
Theiler, aLosAlamosFellow.Shewas
quotedassaying:“Thisworktakesus
a step closer to a pan-swine flu virus
vaccine. The hope is to eventually be
preparedwith an effective and rapid
response if another swine flu epi-
demic begins to spread in humans,
but this swine flu vaccine could also
beuseful inaveterinarysetting.”The
immune responses to the vaccine
showed very promising breadth

againstdiverseviralvari-
ants. “The same basic
principlesmay be appli-
cable to developing a
pan-coronavirus vaccine
to enable a rapid vaccine
responsetofuturecoron-
avirus cross-species
jumps,” saidKorber.
Pigsaresusceptibleto

swine, avian, andhuman
influenzaviruses,making
themtheperfect“mixing

vessel”fornovelreassortedinfluenza
viruses,theauthorsnote.Thesenovel
reassorted viruses have significant
pandemicpotentialifzoonosis(trans-
fer from pigs to humans) occurs, as
seenwith2009H1N1swine flupan-
demic.
Theresearchwassupportedbythe

US National Institutes of Health. Los
Alamos said the Biodefense and
Emerging Infectious Disease (BEI)
Repository provided the Influenza A
virus isolates repository for reagents
used in thestudy.
The open-access study, ‘Epigraph

hemagglutininvaccineinducesbroad
cross-reactive immunity against
swineH3influenzavirus’, isonlineat
www.nature.com/articles/s41467-021-21508-6.

Source: LosAlamosNational
Laboratory/USDeptof Energy

Software shows promise
of vaccine against influenza,
possibly coronavirus too

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

Cyber intelligence firmsaysChinesehackergroupis targetingthesoftwareof
SerumInstituteof India (above)andBharatBiotech. ExpressArchive
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UNITEDSTATES

CallsforCuomo
toquitas3rd
accuseremerges
New York: Calls for New
York Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s resignation in-
tensified lateMonday af-
terathirdwomanaccused
himofoffensivebehavior,
saying he’d touched her
faceandbackandaskedto
kiss her moments after
theymetataweddingre-
ception. Anna Ruch told
The New York Times late
Mondaythatsheremoved
theDemocraticgovernor’s
handfromherback,buthe
said she seemed “aggres-
sive,” promptly put his
hands on her face and
asked if he could kiss her.
The latest accusation fol-
lows sexual harassment
allegationsagainstCuomo
from two women who
hadworkedforhisadmin-
istration. AP

AndrewCuomo

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

UNITEDKINGDOM

Meghanprivacy
case:Publisher
toappealruling
London:ABritishnewspa-
per publisher said
Tuesdayitplanstoappeal
against a judge's ruling
thatitinvadedtheprivacy
of theDuchess of Sussex
by publishing parts of a
letter shewrote toher fa-
ther afterhermarriage to
Prince Harry. Meghan
Markle,39,suedpublisher
Associated Newspapers
forinvasionofprivacyand
copyright infringement
overfiveFebruary2019ar-
ticlesintheMailonSunday
and on the MailOnline
website that reproduced
large portions of a letter
she wrote to her father.
High Court judge Mark
Warby ruled lastmonth
that the publisher had
misusedtheduchess’spri-
vate information and in-
fringedhercopyright. AP

AUSTRALIA

Policewon’t
chargeminister
accusedofrape
Canberra:Police Tuesday
ruledout investigatingan
unnamed Australian
Cabinetministeroveranal-
legationthatherapeda16-
year-oldgirlmorethan30
yearsago. Thedecisionby
NewSouthWales police
adds pressure on Prime
MinisterScottMorrisonto
establish an independent
investigation toprobe the
accusation,whichhascre-
ated a cloud over the 16
meninMorrison'sCabinet
and is feedingcomplaints
of a culture within
Parliamentthatistoxicfor
women. AP

Defying crackdown, crowds
again protest Myanmar coup

REUTERS
COPENHAGEN,MARCH2

IN THE tenth century, Erik the
Red, a Viking from Iceland, was
so impressedwith the vegeta-
tion on another Arctic island he
hadfoundhecalledit“thegreen
land.” Today, it’s Greenland’s
rocks that are attracting out-
siders - superpowers riding a
greenrevolution.
The world’s biggest island

has huge resources of metals
known as ‘rare earths,’ used to
create compact, super-strong
magnets which help power
equipment such as wind tur-
bines, electric vehicles, combat
aircraft andweaponssystems.
The metals are abundant

globally, but processing them is
difficult anddirty.
AsGreenland’s icesheetand

glaciers recede, two Australia-
basedminingcompanies --one
seeking funding in the US, the
other part-owned by a Chinese
state-backed firm -- are racing
forapproval todig.

The contest underscores the
pollutingsideofcleanenergy,as
well as how hard it is for the
West to break free of China in
production of a vital resource.
Rare earth metals have many

uses, and last year China pro-
ducedabout90percentofthem,
accordingtoToronto-basedcon-
sultancyAdamas Intelligence.
EachGreenlandminewould

cost about $500million to de-
velop, the companies say. Both
plan to send mined material
away for finalprocessing.
Debateonthemhastriggered

a political crisis in the capital of
Nuuk,forcingageneralelectionon
theislandof56,000,dueinApril.
The countrymay ultimately

backeitherproject,both,ornei-
ther,but for thoseGreenlanders
opentomining,thetwopropos-
als boil down to a choice be-
tweenonemine thatwouldnot
produce radioactive material,
andanother thatwould.
The firstmine, a private ini-

tiativefromanAustraliangeolo-
gist, would not involve nuclear
material. Ithaswonpreliminary

environmental approval, but it
needscashandaprocessingplan.
The second one has already

spent more than $100million
preparing tomine, has proven
processing technology through
itsChinesepartner,andwonini-
tial political support from
Greenland’s coalition govern-
ment. But its plans include ex-
portinguraniumtoChina,andit
recently ran into strongopposi-
tion, includingfromresidentsof
thenearby townofNarsaq.
Greenland, a self-governing

territory of the Kingdom of
Denmark, has a gross domestic
productofaround$3billion.With
itspeoplelivingmostlyonfishing
andgrants fromCopenhagen, its
governmentiskeentoattractfor-
eigninvestments.
Greenland’sgovernmentdid

notrespondtorequestsforcom-
ment for this story.

Explorationdrillingat theKringlernerareearthdepositnear
thetownofNarsaq.Reuters

Greenland finds green power can be a curse

LEKANOYEKANMI
GUSAU(NIGERIA),MARCH2

HUNDREDSOFNigerianschool-
girls abducted lastweek from a
boarding school in the north-
westernZamfarastatehavebeen
released, the state’s governor
saidTuesday.
ZamfarastategovernorBello

Matawalle announced that 279
girls have been freed. The gov-
ernment lastweek said317had
beenkidnapped.
Gunmen abducted the girls

from the Government Girls
Junior Secondary School in
Jangebe town on Friday, in the
latestinaseriesofmasskidnap-
pingsof students in thenation.
An Associated Press reporter

sawhundredsofgirlsdressedin
light blue hijabs sitting at the
state Government House office

inGusau.After themeeting, the
girlswereescortedoutsidebyof-
ficials and lined up to be taken
away invans.
Matawalle said theywould

be taken formedical examina-
tionsbeforebeingreunitedwith
their families.
Police and themilitary had

sincebeencarryingoutjointop-
erations to rescue the girls,
whose abduction caused inter-
nationaloutrage.
President Muhammadu

Buhari expressed “overwhelm-
ing joy” over the release of the
girls.“I jointhefamiliesandpeo-
pleof ZamfaraState inwelcom-
ing and celebrating the release
ofthesetraumatizedfemalestu-
dents,” he said in a statement.
“Beingheld incaptivity isanag-
onizing experience not only for
the victims, but also their fami-
liesandall of us.” AP

Police fireteargas, rubberbulletsatdemonstrators;Aseanministerstodiscusscrisis

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,MARCH2

WHEN NEPAL’S Constitution
waspromulgated inSeptember
2015, leaders cutting across
party lines praised it, calling it
the “best in theworld”with “all
inclusive features”.
However, with the country

plungingintoapoliticalandcon-
stitutionalcrisislessthansixyears
later after PrimeMinisterKPOli
dissolving Parliamentmid-term
-- a move overturned by the
SupremeCourt--theConstitution
seemsinadequate,withitsambi-
guities appearing
heavily loaded to
favourincumbency.
With the court

passing its verdict,
thereinstatedHouse
is set to meet on
Sunday,whichiswell
within the 13-day
deadline stipulated
in the judgement. However, Oli
now claims that he has become
morepowerfulafterthecourtde-
clared his move to dissolve
Parliamentnullandvoid.
“If they removeme through

no-confidencemotion,Iwillcome
backwith two-thirdsmajority in

thenextelections,”Olitoldamass
meeting in Jhapa district on
Tuesday, implying he is neither
readytostepdownfromhispost
onmoralgroundsnorseekavote

of confidence in
theHouse.
Instead, he

seems to imply,
hehasleft ittohis
opponents to
move a no-trust
motion.
Cabinet

Spokespersonand
CommunicationMinister Parbat
Gurungwenttotheextentofsay-
ingthatOli“cannotresignfollow-
ing the court verdict” -- some-
thingnotmentionedanywherein
theverdictorintheConstitution.
Meanwhile,thetwoNCPfac-

tionsarewaitingfortheElection

Commission to decide which
side gets to keep the existing
partynameandsymbol.
Interestingly, the faction of

the ruling Nepal Communist
Party (NCP), led by Pushpa
Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda' and
Madhav Kumar Nepal, which
had given notice for a no-trust
motion on December 19, now
appearsreluctanttopushforthe
sameonSunday.
“Weare considering remov-

ing him from the post first, and
thenseekrecognitionasadiffer-
ent group in the House, butwe
willmoveano-trustmotiononly
if we are confident about dis-
lodging Oli with the support of
otherparties,” a senior leaderof
theDahal-Nepal factionsaid.
Anypartymovingano-trust

motion shall have to name the
person theywish to replace Oli
as the PrimeMinister, but since
the NCP has not officially split,
Oli continues tobe the leaderof
theparliamentaryparty.
If Parliament is hung, then

other provisions of the
Constitution will be attracted,
and any party or a coalition of
partiesmayreplaceOli.
Their failure to do so will

favour Oli's continuation as
PrimeMinister.
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Someof thestudentsabductedbygunmenin Jangebe.AP

279 kidnapped schoolgirls
freed: Nigerian governor

Criminal inquiries
loom over Assad’s use
of chemical weapons
MARLISESIMONS
PARIS,MARCH2

CHEMICALMUNITIONSexperts
have for years compiled infor-
mationthatSyria’sgovernment
hasusedthesebannedweapons
against its own people, a war
crime that so far has gone un-
punished and been dismissed
withasneerbyPresidentBashar
al-Assad.
Now the first criminal in-

quiries that targetMr. al-Assad
andhisassociatesovertheuseof
chemicalweaponsmaysoonget
underway.
InamajorsteptoholdMr.al-

Assadandhiscircleaccountable
for some of theworst atrocities
committed in the decade-old
Syria conflict, judgesat a special
warcrimesunitinFrance’spalace
of justice have received a com-
plaint about chemicalweapons
attacksinSyria, filedbythreein-
ternationalhumanrightsgroups.

Thecomplaint,whichlawyers
said the judgeswould likely ac-
cept, requests a criminal investi-
gationofMr.al-Assad,hisbrother,
Maher, anda litanyof senior ad-
visers andmilitary officials that
formedthechainof command.
Togetherwithasimilarcom-

plaint filed in Germany last
October, the French complaint,
submitted Monday andmade
public Tuesday, opens a new
front aimed at ensuring that
some formof justice for chemi-
calweaponscrimesisexactedon
Mr. al-Assadandhishierarchy.
If nothing else, the criminal

inquiriesinFranceandGermany
could vastly complicate the fu-
ture forMr. al-Assad, who has
emergedlargelyvictoriousinthe
Syrianwar. NYT

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON,BRUSSELS,
MARCH2

THEUSandEuropeanUnionon
Tuesdayannouncedsanctionsof
Russianofficials andbusinesses
foranearlyfatalnerve-agentat-
tack upon opposition leader
Alexei Navalny and his subse-
quent jailing.
US administration officials

didnotimmediatelyidentifythe
Russian officials targeted. The
Biden administration also an-
nouncedsanctionsundertheUS
Chemical and Biological
Weapons Control andWarfare
EliminationActfor14businesses
andanother enterprise,most of
which it said were involved in
production of biological and
chemical agents.
TheUS intelligence commu-

nity concludedwith high confi-
dence that Russia's Federal
SecurityServiceusedtheRussian
nerveagentNovichokonthedis-
sident last August, a senior ad-
ministrationofficial said.
Tuesday's sanctions would

bethefirstofseveralstepsbythe
Biden administration to “re-
spondtoanumberofdestabiliz-
ing actions,” said one of the ad-

ministrationofficials.
The sanctions are the first

against Russia by the Biden ad-
ministration,whichhaspledged
to confront President Vladimir
Putin for alleged attacks on
Russian opposition figures and
hackingabroad, includingofUS
government agencies and US
businesses.
TheBidenadministrationco-

ordinatedthesanctionswiththe
EuropeanUnion,whichalready
hadimposedsanctionsagainsta
smallnumberofRussianofficials
inNavalny's case.
Somerightsgroupspreviously

faultedtheEUfornottargetingthe
most importantRussianofficials
allegedly involved. The EU an-
nouncednewsanctionsTuesday
targetinghigh-rankingRussianof-
ficialsoverthejailingofNavalny.

The 27-nation bloc imposed
bansontravelandfrozetheassets
inEuropeofAlexanderBastrykin,
head of the Investigative
Committee of the Russian
Federation;IgorKrasnov,thepros-
ecutor-general; Viktor Zolotov,
headof theNationalGuard; and
Alexander Kalashnikov, head of
theFederalPrisonService.
TheBidenadministrationhad

forecastforweeksactionsagainst
Russia.BesidestheNavalnysanc-
tions, officials have said the ad-
ministration plans to respond
soontothemassiveRussianhack
of federal government agencies
andprivatecorporationsthatlaid
bare vulnerabilities in the cyber
supplychainandexposedpoten-
tially sensitive secrets to elite
Kremlinspies.
Navalny,44,wassickenedby

theRussiannerveagentinanat-
tack that the United States and
others linked toPutin's security
services. Aftermonths of recu-
peration in Germany, Navalny
flewhometoMoscowinJanuary
andwasarresteduponarrivalfor
anallegedparoleviolation.
Authoritieshave transferred

theopposition leader to apenal
colony to begin serving a sen-
tence, after what rights groups
saidwasashowtrial.

Syria’s
Bashar
al-Assad

Britain’s expired
cruise ships
being scrapped
in India: Report

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,MARCH2

BRITISHCRUISEshipsthatareno
longermeantforusearefinding
theirwaytoIndiatobescrapped,
asperamedia reportTuesday.
Ships at theendof their lives

are consideredhazardouswaste
anditisillegaltosendthemtode-
veloping countries from theUK.
Butmonths after being sold at
auctiontobuyersoutsidetheUK
theyarethensoldonasscrap,ac-
cording to a new File on 4 inves-
tigativeshowfortheBBC.Asthese
vesselsweresettobeusedforfur-
ther tradingwhenthey leaveUK
waters, theirarrival inIndiadoes
notbreaktheBritishlaw.
There are serious concerns

abouttheenvironmentalimpact
andworking conditions in the
ship-breaking industry across
SouthAsia, as each year around
800 ships come to the end of
theirlivesandneedtobebroken
apartandrecycled. PTI

Teargasandfireextinguishergasataprotestagainst themilitarycoupinYangon.Reuters

Nepal Constitution’s lacunae
helps Oli retain power

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
YANGON,MARCH2

DEMONSTRATORSINMyanmar
took to the streets again on
Tuesday to protest lastmonth’s
seizureofpowerbythemilitary,
as foreign ministers from
Southeast Asian countries pre-
paredtomeettodiscuss thepo-
litical crisis. Police in Yangon,
Myanmar's biggest city, used
teargasagainst theprotesters.
Theplannedspecialmeeting

of the Association of Southeast
AsianNationscomesinthewake
of worsening violence in
Myanmar. The country's new
militaryrulersovertheweekend
escalated their use of deadly
force andmass arrests to try to
quash protests against the

February1coupthatoustedthe
electedgovernmentledbyAung
SanSuuKyi.
The UN said it believed at

least 18 people in several cities
werekilledonSundaywhense-
curity forces opened fire to dis-
perse demonstrating crowds.
Funerals were being held
Tuesday for several of the
victims.
Theauthoritiesalsodetained

morethan1,000peopleoverthe
weekend,accordingtotheinde-
pendentAssistanceAssociation
forPoliticalPrisoners.
Those detained included at

least seven journalists. At least
twodozenjournalistshavebeen
detained since the military's
takeover.
Hundredsofprotestersgath-

ered on Tuesday in the Hledan

areaofYangon,whereadayear-
lier police had fired repeated
roundsof teargascanisters.The
protesters,manyofwhomwore
construction helmets, dragged
bamboopolesanddebristoform
barricades to impede any at-
tempttorushforwardandmake
arrests,andchantedslogansand
sangsongsat thepolice lines.
Tear gas was used again

Tuesday. The demonstrators --
hundredsofmainlyyoungpeo-
ple -- fled in panic but soon re-
turned to theirbarricades.
Protesters also took up their

flags and banners and assem-
bled to march through the
streets of Dawei, a small city in
southeasternMyanmarthathas
seen almost daily large demon-
strationsagainst thecoup.
Some of them also carried

metal shields, an apparent re-
sponsetothepossibleuseof tear
gascanistersandrubberbullets
bypolice.
On Sunday, Dawei was the

scene of a violent crackdown,
with up to five people killed
whensecurityforcesshot intoa
large crowdof demonstrators.
The coup reversed years of

slow progress toward democ-
racy in Myanmar after five
decadesofmilitaryrule,coming
the day a newly elected
Parliament was supposed to
take office. Ousted leader Suu
Kyi's National League for
Democracy party would have
beeninstalled forasecondfive-
year term in office, but instead
she was detained along with
PresidentWinMyint and other
seniorofficials.

AlexeiNavalny

US, EU slap sanctions
on Russia officials
over Navalny arrest

FBI chief calls
Capitol riots
domestic
terrorism

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,MARCH2

FBI DIRECTOR ChrisWray con-
demned the January riot at the
US Capitol as “domestic terror-
ism”onTuesdayashedefended
the bureau's handling of intelli-
genceindicatingtheprospectfor
violence.
Hetoldlawmakerstheinfor-

mation was properly shared
with other law enforcement
agencieseventhoughitwasraw
andunverified.
A January 5 report from the

FBI'sNorfolk,Virginia,fieldoffice
warnedofonlinepostsforeshad-
owinga“war”inWashingtonthe
following day. However, Capitol
Police leaders have said they
wereunawareofthatreportand
hadreceivednointelligencefrom
theFBIthatwouldhaveledthem
toexpectthesortofviolencethat
besieged the Capitol that day.
Fivepeoplediedthatday.
Asked about the handling of

the report,Wray told theSenate
JudiciaryCommitteeonTuesday
that it was shared though the
FBI's joint terrorism task force,
discussed at a command post
andpostedonanInternetportal
available to other law enforce-
ment agencies. The information
wasrawandunverified,andide-
ally,theFBIwouldhavehadmore
timetotrytocorroborate it.

Pakistan, China
launch events to
celebrate 70 yrs
of bilateral ties

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,MARCH2

ALL-WEATHERALLIES Pakistan
andChinaonTuesday launched
year-long activities to celebrate
70yearsof theestablishmentof
theirdiplomatic ties.
Pakistan's ForeignMinister

ShahMahmoodQureshiandhis
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
formally commenced theactiv-
itiesthroughavirtualceremony
simultaneously held in
IslamabadandBeijing.
The Foreign Office (FO) said

thattheceremonywasattended
by high-ranking officials from
bothsides.
On the occasion of the 70th

anniversary, both sides have
planned a series of events, in-
cluding people-to-people ex-
changes, spread over the entire
year to commemorate this his-
toric milestone in a befitting
manner, it said.
“We believe that (Chinese)

PresidentXiJinping'sleadership,
at a momentous history, has
greatly helped Chinese nation
achieveitsnationalaspirations,”
Qureshi said. PTI
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THEGOVERNMENTmoppedup
anadditionalRs668croreonday
twoof the spectrumauction for
4G,bringingthetotaltoRs77,814
crore, TelecomSecretaryAnshu
PrakashsaidonTuesday.
Thoughthetotalamount—at

more than Rs 77,800 — is far
higher than the government ex-
pectationsofRs45,000-Rs50,000
crore,itisonlyabout20percentof
thebasepriceofRs3.97lakhcrore
thatwassetbytheDepartmentof
Telecommunications(DoT)forthe
spectrum auction. Of the total
2,308megahertz(MHz)spectrum
that was up for grabs, the DoT
managedtosell855.60MHzspec-
trumoverthelasttwodays.
Mukesh Ambani-owned

Reliance Jio Infocommemerged
as the highest bidder in the 4G
auctions concludedonTuesday,
havingbidfor488.35MHzof the
total 855.60MHz spectrumthat
wassoldoverthetwodays.

Its rival Bharti Airtelwas not
far behind andbought a total of
335.45MHzof thetotalavailable
spectrumsoldoverthetwodays.
On theotherhand,Vodafone

Idea—whichhadagrossdebtof
roughly Rs 1.18 lakh crore as of

June 2020 — bought only 11.8
MHzspectrum,Prakashsaid.
As expected, therewere two

more rounds of bidding on
Tuesday, in addition to the four
thatwereconductedonMonday.
Therewere no bids for the 700
MHz and the 2,500MHzbands
evenondaytwo,headded.
Amongthetelcos,RelianceJio

spent Rs 57,122.65 crore and
BhartiAirtelboughtRs18,698.75
crore,whileVi spentRs1,993.40
croretobuyspectrum.
Allthespectrumauctionedoff

over the two dayswas sold on
base price, with themaximum
biddingseeninthe800MHzfre-
quency band. Of the total 230
MHz spectrum available in the
800MHzband,about150MHzor
65percentwassold.
OnTuesday, theDoT also re-

viseditsestimatesofupfrontpay-
ment receipts for this financial
year. The Department now ex-
pectspaymentofuptoRs20,000
crore fromthethreetelecomop-
eratorsbyMarch31.
Prakashsaidan interministe-

rial committee of the telecom
ministryandtheFinanceMinistry
willmeet over the next 10 days
andgive its final approval for the
auctions conductedover the last
twodays.
“Most of the operators have

consolidatedtheirpositionsinthe
existingspectrumbandsinwhich
theywere operating and taken
spectruminthebands,”headded.
Fortheauctionsthistime,the

governmenthasputonoffer fre-
quencies in the 700, 800, 900,
1,800, 2,100, 2,300, and 2,500
MHzbands.Atotal2,251MHzof
spectrumforareservepriceofRs
3.92lakhcroreareupforbids.
OnMonday,theCentrehadre-

ceivedbidsinthe800,900,1,800,
2,100and2,300MHzbands,while
nobidswere received in the700
MHz and 2,500 MHz bands.
Government officials, however,
said that the price of high base
price700MHzbandandthe fact
thatitcanalsobeusedin5Gserv-
ices could be one of the reasons
the spectrum in that band re-
mainedunsold.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THEBLACKOUT that occurred in
MumbaionOctober12wasnota
resultofacyberattack,butdueto
“humanerror”, saidUnionMini-
sterofState(IndependentCharge)
for Power, RK SinghonTuesday.
Thedenialcomesinthewakeofa
suggestedlinkbetweenthepow-
eroutageinthecityandaChinese
state-sponsored threat actor
groupknownasRedEcho,which
hadbeentargetingIndia’spower
infrastructurewithmalware.
Accordingtotheminister,two

separateteamshaveinvestigated
thepowergrid failure,which led
toelectricitysupplytothecitybe-
ing shut down for several hours.
Some parts had gone without
powerfornearly24hoursat that
time.Thefirstteamofexpertshad
investigatedtheoutagesoonafter
ithadoccurred.
Thesecondteamwassentaf-

terwardstocheckforthepossibil-
ity of a cyber attack being the
cause of the grid failure. Both
teams,intheirreports,hadfound
the incident to be a result of hu-
manerror, said Singh.According
to theminister, the cause of the
outagewas“schedulingerrors”.
At the same time, Singh ac-

knowledged cyber attack at-
temptsonthecountry’sNorthern
and Southern Regional Load
DespatchCentres,addingthatat-
temptstoattackMumbai’spower
system had also been made.
According tohim, around30-40
Trojansweredetectedinthecity’s
Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) system,
which aims tomonitor and con-
trolfielddevices.However,thecy-
berattackattemptswere limited
to individual computers and
servers and could not get to the
centraloperatingsystems.
Even at the server-levels, the

attackerswerenotabletoextract
anydata, said Singh, adding that
these servers had also been iso-
latedand“sanitised”.
The government has been

“alert” about cyber attack at-
temptsonitspowerinfrastructure
frombefore,as“any”transmission
systemisvulnerabletoacyberat-
tack,saidtheminister.
At the same time, he said it

wasnot possible tonamea spe-
cificcountryasresponsibleforthe
attack attempts.While “some”
hadsaidthatthegroupbehindthe

malwarewas Chinese, the gov-
ernmentdoesn’thaveevidenceto
confirmit,hehadsaid,addingthat
Chinawoulddenythatthegroup
wassponsoredbythem.
OnSunday, aMassachusetts-

based cybersecurity company,
RecordedFuture, publisheda re-
portnotinga“steeprise”intheuse
of resources likemalware by a
Chinese state-sponsored group
calledRedEcho to target “a large
swathe”ofIndia’spowersector.In
itsanalysis,thecompanyhadsug-
gestedalinkbetweenRedEcho’s
targetingofloaddespatchcentres
andtheMumbaiblackout.
Thecontentsofthestudywere

reported by TheNewYork Times
last Sunday. The report said the
findingssuggestedalinkbetween
theGalwanclashofJune2020and
thegriddisturbance inMumbai.
TheNYT reportspokeofa“broad
Chinese cybercampaign against
India’s power grid”, timed as a
“messagefromBeijingaboutwh-
atmighthappen if Indiapushed
itsborderclaimstoovigorously”.

TOTALREALISATION:`77,814CR;NOBIDSFOR700,2,500MHzBANDS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

EVENAScontradictoryclaims
emerge from theCentre and
theMaharashtragovernment
over the involvement of
ChineseactorsintheMumbai
poweroutageof October last
year, the allegationshaveput
focuson theneed for India to
bebetter prepared toprotect
its critical infrastructure
against globally rising cyber-
attack attempts onkey infra-
structure. Cybersecurity ex-
perts pointed out that this is
particularly significant given
the increasing interconnect-
ednessofsectorsandprolifer-
ationof entrypoints into the
internet,which could further
growwiththeadaptionof5G.
ANationalCyberSecurity

Strategy is being formulated
bytheOfficeofNationalCyber
Security Coordinator at the
NationalSecurityCouncilSec-
retariat.Astrategydocument
preparedbyaninter-ministe-
rialtaskforceinvolvingrepre-
sentativesfromdifferentcen-
tral governmentministries
and departments has now
been forwarded to anEmpo-
weredTechnologyGroup for
consultation.Oncetheprocess
isthrough,thedocumentwill
beplacedbefore theCabinet
CommitteeonSecurityforde-
liberationsandapproval.
Hackers targeting critical

infrastructure is not a new
trendbutexpertsbelievethat
propensityfordamageismore
than ever, especially with
countriesinvestingincyberof-
fensivecapabilities.In2015,in
whatwasthefirstknownsuc-
cessful cyber attack on a
powergrid, hackers compro-
misedsystemsofthreeenergy
distribution companies in
Ukraine thereby disrupting
electricitysupply.
“Critical infrastructure is

gettingdigitised inavery fast
way—this includes financial
services, banks, power,man-
ufacturing, nuclear power
plants, etc.Becauseof thesea
lotofsecurityissuesarise.We
justsawtheSolarWindshack,
whichimpactednationalcrit-
ical infrastructure in theUS.
Most countries are not pre-
pared for combating the so-
phisticationofattacksthatare
happening,” SaketModi, co-
founder&CEOof cybersecu-
rityfirmSafeSecuritytoldThe
IndianExpress.
“A lot of countries have

started taking advantage of
this. They’re spending un-
precedented amount of
money and are building
armies. Israel isagoodexam-
ple, they say that there is a

fourthunitinthedefencesys-
tem,whichis fordefenceand
offence. Most countries
thougharenotprepared,India
not being an exception but
thereisaneedforhighlevelof
preparedness because an at-
tack canhave a great impact
on the economy, safety, etc,”
Modiadded.
For theMumbai incident,

while the Centre has denied
thattheoutagewasaresultof
cyberattackbyChinesegroup
Red Echo, theMaharashtra
government—citingananaly-
sis of Maharashtra Cyber
Police’sreportbyMaharashtra
State Electricity Board’s
(MSEB) Supervisory Control
andDataAcquisition system
—said“thereissomeevidence
topointatprobablecybersab-
otageonMSEBservers”.
InadditiontotheMumbai

incident, Chinese actors are
alsosaid tobe involved inthe
attackonITsystemsofvaccine
makers Serum Institute of
IndiaandBharatBiotech.
Therewere6.97lakhcyber

securityincidentsreportedin
thefirsteightmonthsof2020,
nearlyequivalenttotheprevi-
ous four years combined, ac-
cording to information re-
ported to and tracked by
IndianComputer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In),
suggestingasurgeincyberin-
cidents. The surge innumber
isperceptivesince2018-2.08
lakh reported incidents - and
3.94 incidents reported in
2019.In2017,thenumberwas
53,117and50,362in2016.
Consequently,thereisalso

aneed for anupdated cyber-
securitypolicyinthecountry,
which the Ministry of
Electronics & Information
Technology is expected to
comeoutwithsoon.Thecur-
rentcybersecurityframework
put out by the government
dates back to 2013. “It is im-
portant for the corporates or
the respective government
departments to find thegaps
intheirorganisationsandad-
dressthosegapswiththehelp
ofnextgenerationsecurityso-
lutions.Itisessentialthatthere
is a layered security system,
whereinsecuritythreatintel-
ligence sharing is happening
betweendifferentlayers,”said
Sunil Sharma,managing di-
rector-sales(India&SAARC),
atcybersecurityfirmSophos.

SECURITYWATCH
CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Interconnected
sectors raise need
for robust cyber
defence strategy

INDUBHAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

THESUPREMECourtonTuesday
ruled that payments made to
non-residents for software pur-
chasecan’tbetaxedasroyalty,set-
tingatrestalong-standingrow.
Thismeanstaxliabilityof for-

eignsoftwaresellerwithoutaper-
manent establishment in India
would reduce to the 2 per cent
equalisation levy introducedvia
FinanceAct2020,fromthe10per
centroyaltytax,whichtheIndian
buyerhashithertobeen liable to
withhold. The rulingwill lower
thecostofsoftwarepurchasesfor
Indianfirmsastheoverseassellers
may choose to lowerprices, tak-
ingadvantageof thetaxrelief.
Software firms such as IBM

India, Samsung Electronics, GE
India, Hewlett Packard India,
Mphasis and others,which im-
portsoftwareforsaleinIndia,are
amongtheprincipalbeneficiaries.
After theSC ruling, such soft-

ware firms have now been ex-
empted fromdeducting TDS for

purchaseofsoftwarefromforeign
softwaresuppliers.
VishalMalhotra, national tax

leader-TMTatEYIndia,said:“This
isawelcomejudgmentwhichnot
onlybringscertaintyonthetwo-
decade-longdebate,butalsovin-
dicates thenon-taxability stand
on software payments by rein-
forcingsupremacyof taxtreaties
entered into by two sovereigns
overthedomesticlaw.”
Earliercourtrulingsonthedis-

putewereconflicting. In thecase
of Samsung Electronics,
KarnatakaHighCourt had ruled
infavourofthetaxmanwhilethe
DelhiHighCourt, in theEricsson
case, upheld the taxpayer’s con-

tention. The subsequent rulings
byotherHCshavebeendivergent.
“Thoughmany cross-border

softwarepaymentswouldbere-
lieved from royalty tax, these
transactionscouldstillbecovered
undertheexpandedequalisation
levy thatwas introduced inApril
last year,” said Rakesh Nangia,
chairman,NangiaAndersonIndia.
Settlingthe20-yeardispute,a

Bench ledby JusticeRFNariman
said “...the amountspaidby resi-
dent Indian end-users/distribu-
tors to non-resident computer
softwaremanufacturers/suppli-
ers, as consideration for the re-
sale/useofthecomputersoftware
through the End-User Licence
Agreements/distribution agree-
ments,isnotthepaymentofroy-
altyfortheuseofcopyrightinthe
computer software, and that the
samedoesnotgiverisetoanyin-
come taxable in India, as a result
of which the persons (resident
Indian importers) referred to in
Section195oftheIncomeTaxAct
werenotliabletodeductanyTDS
underSection195of the Income
TaxAct.” FE

YINGZHIYANG&
BRENDAGOH
BEIJING,MARCH2

ALIBABAANDAntGroupfounder
JackMahaslostthetitleofChina’s
richestman, a list published on
Tuesday showed, as his peers
prosperedwhile his empirewas
put under heavy scrutiny by
Chineseregulators.
Maandhisfamilyhadheldthe

topspot forChina’s richest in the
HurunGlobal Rich List in 2020
and2019but now trail in fourth
placebehindbottledwatermaker
NongfuSpring’sZhongShanshan,
TencentHolding’sPonyMaande-
commerce upstart Pinduoduo’s
Collin Huang, the latest list
showed. His fall out of the top
three comes “after China’s regu-
lators reined in Ant Group and
Alibabaonanti-trust issues,” the
Hurunreportsaid.
Ma’s recentwoeswere trig-

geredbyanOctober24speechin
whichheblastedChina’s regula-

tory system, leading to the sus-
pensionofhisAntGroup’s$37bil-
lionIPO,daysbeforethefintechgi-
ant’spubliclisting. REUTERS

Under govt scrutiny,
Jack Ma not China’s
richest man anymore

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

HAVINGGROWN at the fastest
pace in 22months in January,
merchandise exports slipped
again in February, thoughmar-
ginally, continuing its roller-
coaster ride in the aftermath of
theCovid-19pandemic.
Of course, growth inexports

(year-on-year) may accelerate
again inthecomingmonthsbut
thatwouldbedrivenmorebyan

ultra-favourablebaseeffectthan
anymeaningful recovery.
Exports had crashed be-

tweenMarch andMay 2020, as
the government was forced to
imposea stringent lockdownto
battle thepandemic.
Between June 2020 (when

the lockdown curbs started to
ease) and February 2021,
monthly outward shipments
haverisenonlythreetimesfrom
ayearbefore.
Exportsdropped0.3percent

year-on-year in February to

$27.67 billion, against a 6.2 per
cent rise in thepreviousmonth,
showedthepreliminarydatare-
leased on Tuesday, indicating a
bumpyroad torecovery.
However, what comes as

partial relief is that importsrose
7percenton-yearinFebruaryto
$40.55billionagainst2percent
inthepreviousmonths,suggest-
ingagradualreturnofdomestic
demand that was battered by
thepandemic.Thismayalsoau-
gurwellforimport-sensitiveex-
portssegments, includinggems

and jewellery.
Trade deficit narrowed to

$12.88 billion in February from
$14.54 billion in the previous
month, but it’s almost 27 per
centhigher fromayearearlier.
Importantly, growth in core

exports (excluding petroleum
and gems and jewellery) —
which reflect the competitive-
ness of the economy— slowed
to5.8per cent in February from
13.4percent in January.
Growth in such imports

easedonlyatadto7.4percentin

Februaryfrom7.5percentinthe
previousmonth.
The data show that the

overalloutboundshipmentsun-
til January this fiscal remained
12.3 per cent lower than a year
earlier, while imports dropped
atalmostdoublethepaceof23.1
percent.
Theproductsthatwitnessed

impressivegrowth inexports in
February included ironore (168
per cent), rice (30 per cent) and
drugs and pharmaceuticals (15
percent). FE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

AUTOMOBILEMANUFACTURERS
should prioritise production of
flex engines in India, asmany of
themdoelsewhere intheworld,
tomake use of alternative fuels
such as ethanol, Minister of
Road Transport & Highways
Nitin Gadkari told automakers
onTuesday.
Meeting a delegation of car-

makersfromtheSocietyofIndian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM),Gadkarisaidwithethanol
beginningtobeeasilyavailablein
thecountry,andmorethan70per
centofgasolineconsumptionbe-
ingdonebytwo-wheelers, there
is a need to develop indigenous
technologyforflexfuelvehicles.
SIAM has requested the

Centretopostponeimplementa-
tionofBS-VICAFÉPhaseIIregula-
tionstoApril1,2024.

Focus on
building
flex engine:
Gadkari to
automakers

REUTERS
NEWYORK,MARCH2

G20 MAJOR economies have
agreed to raise International
Monetary Fund reserveswith a
newallocationof the fund’sown
specialdrawingrights(SDRs)cur-
rency, the IMF’s head said on
Tuesday, in a potential boost for
lendingtopoorcountries.
“We finally last Friday at the

G20meetinggotagreen(light)to
work on a newSDR allocation,”
KristalinaGeorgieva said during
the IMF’s African Fiscal Forum,
broadcastonline.“500billion—in
whicheachandeverymemberof
the IMFwould receive its own
share immediately contributing
toreserves,”shesaid.
Finance officials from the

Groupof20majoreconomieson
Friday expressed broad support
forboostingtheIMF’semergency
reserves after US officials
droppedthepreviousadministra-
tion’sopposition.

Georgieva: Big
economies
agree to boost
IMF funding

BRIEFLY
Govttosellupto
16%inIrcon
NewDelhi:Theofferforsale
forupto16percentgovern-
mentstakeatafloorpriceof
Rs88pershare in Irconwill
open onWednesday. The
baseissuesizeis10percent
or over 4.70 crore equity
shares,withoptiontoretain
over-subscription of 6 per
centshares. PTI

BoIrecruits23
sportspersons
NewDelhi:BankofIndiahas
recruited23sportspersons
forclericalandofficergrade
posts at thebank. It had in-
vited job applications from
varioussportsdisciplines.

NewITparkin
NaviMumbai
Mumbai:Rupagroupispla-
nningtosetupagradeAmi-
xed-use integrated IT Park
calledRupaRenaissance in
NaviMumbai. ENS

EVENAStheamountex-
ceedsthenumberexpec-
tedbythegovernment, it
isfarlowerthanthebase
priceofRs3,97lakhcrore
plannedbytheTelecom
Department.Overthese
twodays,bidswerere-
ceivedfromtelcosforall
bandsexcepttwo,i.e. the
700MHzand2,500MHz.
Officialsbelievethiswas
becauseof theirhighbase
priceandthattheycould
beusedfor5Gservices.
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RJio topbidderwith`57,122cr;Bhartibid`18,698crandVispent`1,993cr

Spectrumsale:Higher thanDoT
estimate,but20%ofbaseprice

NewDelhi:FortyIndiansen-
teredthebillionaires’clubin
thepandemic-stricken2020
to take thenumberof those
inthecovetedlistto177peo-
ple, theHurunGlobal Rich
ListsaidonTuesday.
RelianceIndustrieshead

MukeshAmbani,withanet-
worthof$83billion,sawa24
per cent jump in fortunes
and climbedupone spot to
betheeighthrichestglobally.
GautamAdani,whosewea-
lthnearlydoubled last year,
rose20placestobethe48th
richestpersonglobally. PTI

‘In 2020, India
added 40 new
billionaires’

SUPREMECOURTRULING

‘Cess, surcharge shareat
19.9%of central taxes inFY21’
The share of cesses and surcharges in gross tax revenue of
the Centre reached 19.9 per cent last fiscal year, a report
by India Ratings and Research said

41%EXPECTED GRANT-
IN-AID TO STATES,

RECOMMENDED BY THE 15
FINANCE COMMISSION (FC)
TO COMPENSATE FOR LOW
GROWTH IN TAX
DEVOLUTION

48.6%TRANSFER
FROM THE

CENTRE TO STATES,
INCLUDING NON-FINANCE
COMMISSION TRANSFERS,
IN 2019-20; DECLINING
FROM 53.4% IN 2011-12

Why is it important: The latest FC report lays down a
realistic fiscal consolidation path offering three scenarios
for fiscal deficit at Union level and a range for aggregate
state fiscal deficits over its award period of FY22-FY26

92.3%: Rise in grants-in-aid to
states for FY22-FY26
recommended by latest FC
report over the 14th FC report

Source: India
Ratingsand
Research/PTI

10.4%Share of cesses
and surcharges

during fiscal 2011-12,
compared towhich share in
FY21 has nearly doubled

7%Rise in tax devolution,
or an overall 17.2%

growth in transfers to the
states

Significant change from
FY23:The fiscal arithmetic of
stateswill alter significantly in
2022-23with the ending of
theGSTcompensation

STATESWHERESHARE
INCENTRALTAXESFELL,
ASPERLATESTFCAWARD:
■Karnataka: 118bps to
3.64%
■Kerala:60bps to 1.93%
■Telangana:40bps to
2.10%
■AndhraPradesh:35bps to
4.05%
■UttarPradesh:27bps to
17.94%
■Assam:24bps to3.13%
■Odisha:22bps to4.53%
■TamilNadu:2bps to
4.08%

STATESTHATHADTHE
BIGGESTGAIN IN
SHARE INCENTRAL
TAXES,ASPERLATEST
FCAWARD:

Maharashtra:
64bps to6.32%

Rajasthan:
38bps to6.03%

ArunachalPradesh:
33bps to 1.76%

Gujarat:
31 bps to3.48%

`

Exports slip into negative zone in Feb as core shipments slow

Therulingwilllower
costofsoftware
purchasesforIndian
firmsasoverseassellers
maychoosetolower
prices,takingadvantage
ofthetaxrelief

Payments to non-resident cos for
software not taxable as royalty

ANationalCyber
SecurityStrategyis
beingformulatedby
theOfficeofNational
CyberSecurity
Coordinator

Mumbai blackout
no cyber attack, but
‘human error’: Singh

PROBEBYTWO
SEPARATETEAMS

■AccordingtoPower
MinisterRKSingh, two
separate teamshave
investigatedthepower
grid failure,which ledto
electricitysupplytothe
citybeingshutdownfor
severalhours.Some
partshadgonewithout
powerfornearly24
hoursat that time

■Thefirst teamof
expertshadinvestigated
theoutagesoonafter it
hadoccurred.The
secondteamwassent
afterwardstocheckfor
thepossibilityof acyber
attackbeingthecauseof
thegrid failure.Both
teamshadfoundthe
incident tobedueto
humanerror

New Delhi
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II,,RRaammaaRaiW/oRaj kumarRai,
H.No.C-421, C-Block, Gali.No.28,
Khajoori Khas, Delhi-110094,
have changedmyname to
RamaRoy, permanently.

0040565703-9

II,,NNoo-- 9088729K,ExNK-Mohd
IshaqKhan ,R/O-Haihama
Payerpora,Tehsil/District-
Kupwara. Inmyservice records
thenameandDoBofmyson
hasbeenwronglymentioned
asZahoorAhmad(DoB-07-08-
2002) insteadof ZahoorAhmad
Khan(DoB-15-12-2001)as in
school records.It needs
correction.Objectionsbe filed
to 12thJAKLIwithin sevendays.

0020418785-1

II,,MMuusskkaaaannD/o-DineshSingh
R/o-K-80,Jal Vayu-Vihar Sector-
25, Noida-GautamBudh-Nagar
Pin-201301,U.P.Havechanged
Myname,fromMuskaan to
MuskaanSingh,for all future
purposes. 0040565735-2

II,,KKUUMMAARRHARIUTTAMR/o-1984
Orchid-Tower, Gaur
Saundarayam, Sector-Tech
Zone-IV, GreaterNoida-
201306,have changedmyson
name,fromUtkarsh toUtkarsh
Singh,Affidavit dated-27.01.21.

0040565735-5

II,,HHaarrpprreeeett KhuranaW/o
Paramjeet SinghKhuranaR/o-
House.No-705GH-13Paschim-
ViharDelhi-110087,have
changedmyname toHarpreet
Kaur Permanently.

0040565678-2

II,, rakeshkumar S/0baneSingh,
HN-65, ashola- fatehpur beri,
near-Shivmandir, Chattarpur,
south/delhi-110074, changed
myname to rakeshbhati.

0040565704-4

II,, VikramMishra S/O
Sh.NarendraMishraR/OB-32,
VijayCGHSKrishna-Residency
Plot.No.17, Sector-18ADwarka
N.S.I.T Dwarka, South-West
Delhi-110078, have changed the
nameofmyminor sonNamish
Mishraage 4years andhe shall
hereafter be knownas Ipsit
Mishra. 0040565704-10

II,,MMaanniisshhGoel,R/o-
3837/8,KanhiyaNagar,Tri
Nagar,New-Delhi-110035,have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromManan toTanishGoel
for all futurepurposes.

0040565704-5

II,, VijayAwasthi s/oDharam
ChandR/o 935, Janta-Flats,
NandNagari,Mandoli, Delhi-
110093, have changedmyname
toVijayKumarAwasthi
permanently. 0040565703-5

II,, SonalMishra, S/oYamuna
PrasadMishra, R/oA-27, Aali
Vihar, SaritaVihar, Delhi-
110076, have changedmyname
toShivakashMishra.

0070733767-1

II,, Shraddha, D/oRamshankar,
R/oOnaha,Mainpuri Kurra,
Uttar Pradesh-205268, declare
that thenameofmy father has
beenwronglywrittenasRam
Shanker inmy12th class
certificate andRamShankar
Singh inmygraduation
certificate. Theactual nameof
my father is Ramshankar
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070733736-1

II,, ShashankShekharKhare, S/O
MukeshKhare, bornon
20/06/1996 (R/O54
Vikramshila, IITDelhi, Hauz
Khas, NewDelhi), confirm that
ShashankShekharKhare&
ShashankSKhareare the same
person. 0070733793-1

II,, ShakuntalaW/oRajeshbhai
Chaturbhai Patel R/oG-
9/8,Sector-15,Rohini Delhi-
110089,have changedmyname
toShakuntlabenRajeshbhai
Patel. 0040565732-1

II,, SavitaDeviW/oSh.PappuRajak
R/oP-89/1,Kabul-Line,Delhi-
Cantt., SadarBazaar,Delhi-
110010, informthatmydate-of-
birthwaswronglymentioned
as01.07.1969 insteadofmy
actualdate-of-birth
i.e.15.06.1979whichwill be
considerasmyactualand
correctdate-of-birth, in future,
forall purposes. 0040565704-9

II,, SanjayKumarS/oGanga
PrasadSharmaR/oD-2/464,
Gali-no.6, 3rd-Pusta, Sonia-
Vihar,Delhi-110094, have
changedmyname toSanjay
Sharma. 0040565703-6

II,, SHYAMLALMEHRA, S/o
MULAK RAJ, ADDRESS-C-83,
TAGOREGARDENEXTN,NEW
DELHI-110027, changedmy
name toSHYAMLAL.

0040565736-4

II,, SAMSHERSINGH, S/oBaldev
Singh, R/oH.No. 18, Near Sadh
SangatGurudwara, New
Colony, RailwayRoad,N.I.T,
Faridabad-121001, have
changedmyname to
SHAMSHERSINGH.

0070733738-1

II,, SACHINKUMARGUPTAS/o
RAMESHCHAND R/oE-2 2ND-
3RD/FLOORVIJAY-VIHAR,
PHASE-2 DELHI-110085, have
changedmyname toSACHIN
GUPTA. 0040565703-3

II,, PARAMJITKAURCHANNIW/O
PARMINDERSINGHR/OV-
2/802, KINGSBURY
APARTMENT, TDI CITY, KUNDLI,
SONIPAT-131028. CHANGEDMY
NAMETOPARAMJEETKAUR.

0040565703-8

II,, NeeruBala ShrivastavaW/o
NareshKumar SrivastavaR/o
G-10/68, Sector-15, Rohini
Delhi-110089,have changedmy
name toNeeruSrivastav.

0040565732-4

II,, RajneeshKumar S/oSh.Pappu
RajakR/oP-89/1, Kabul-Line,
Delhi-Cantt., Sadar-Bazaar,
Delhi-110010, inform that
RajneeshKumar andRajnesh
are theoneandsameperson. I
mayusemynameasRajneesh
Kumar,in future, for all
purposes. 0040565704-8

II,, RajeshBhai S/oChatur Bhai
Patel R/oG-9/8,Sector-
15,Rohini Delhi-110089have
changedmyname to
Rajeshbhai Chaturbhai Patel.

0040565732-2

II,, REKHABHATYA,W/oAjay
Bhatia, R/o 36 S/F, Paschim
Marg, VasantVihar, Vasant
Vihar-1, SouthWestDelhi-
110057, have changedmyname
toREKHABHATIA.

0070733760-1

II,, PRIYAANAND,W/oAvneet
Chaudhary, R/o 7/23, Sector-2,
RajenderNagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201005, have changedmyname
toPRIYACHAUDHARY.

0070733759-1

II,, NIKHATPARVEEN/NIKHAT
CHOUDHARY/NIKHATPARVEEN
CHAUDHARYW/OFAKHRE
ALAMCHAUDHARY,
H.NO.159/10, 3RD/FLOOR
STREET.NO-10,MOUSQUE,
APARTMENTZAKIRNAGAR-
OKHLA, DELHI-110025, changed
myname toNIKHAT
CHAUDHARYPermanently.

0040565704-2

II,, NAZMASAIFIW/oMOHD
MOEEN,H.No.T-34GaliNo.8,
Gautampuri, NewSeelampur,
Delhi-110053, have changedmy
name toNAZMAPARVEEN,
permanently. 0040565703-10

II,, NANDKUMARMADHUKARDEO
S/OMADHUKARPUNLIKDEO,
ADD-58B, POCKET-C, SIDHARTH
EXTENTION NEWDELHI-
110014, changedmyname to
NANDKUMARDEO,
permanently. 0040565704-3

II,,Medhavi ShrivastavaW/o
Ashwani SrivastavaR/oG-
10/68, Sector-15, Rohini Delhi-
110089,have changedmyname
toMedhavi Srivastava.

0040565732-5

II,,Manoj KumarBhati, R/oC-146,
Beta-1, GreaterNoidaU.P.
declare thatmy fatherwrong
name ismentioned inmy
passport as Jagbir Singh
whereashis correct name is
Jagbir SinghBhati.

0070733794-1

II,,MOHDMOEENSAIFI S/o MOHD
MOBIN, H.NoT-34Gali.No.8,
Gautampuri, NewSeelampur,
Delhi-110053, have changedmy
name toMOHDMOEEN
permanently. 0040565703-11

II,,MOHAMMAD IMTYAZALAM
S/OABDULHAMIDKHANR/oT-
75-EXTN, S.F, VISHWAS-PARK,
UTTAMNAGAR,DELHI-110059
have changedmyname to
IMTEYAZALAM.

0040565703-1

II,,MANOJBHATEJA, S/oAshok
KumarBhateja, R/oG-73, Gali
No-20, Raja Puri, UttamNagar,
WestDelhi-110059, have
changedmyname toMANOJ
KUMARBHATEJA.

0070733758-1

II,, Lovely Lalus,W/o, Shri Antony
PalakakkottuUlahannan, R/o-
B-1/18, Vindhyashree
Apartments, Khasrano. 542,
543,MainRoad-Burari, Delhi –
110084have changedmyname
to LovelyAntony for all future
purposes 0050176381-1

II,, KrishnaDeviW/oSh. Sukhbir
SinghDabasR/o 7081Block-N,
DevinderVihar, Sector-56,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122011have
changedmyname from
KrishnaDevi toKrishnaDabas
for all futurepurposes.

0040565665-1

II,, KUMARIHEMAW/o-VIJAY
KUSHWAHA,R/OB-302,METRO
VIHAR-MUKUNDPUR, DELHI-
33,HAVECHANGEDMYNAME
TOHIMANSHIKUSHWAHA,FOR
ALLPURPOSES 0040565735-1

II,,HithertoknownasSaurabhS/o
Cuckoo,Residingat-F-13/9,
KrishnaNagarDelhi-110051,
havechangedmynameand
shallhereafterbeknownas
SaurabhKanojia. 0040565704-6

II,, Harpinder Singh,S/o,Har
CharnSinghR/o-Plot-15,
Flatno.104, Saikirpa
Apartment, Chandrapark,NSIT-
Dwarka,Delhi-78,have changed
myminor sonname Jaskirat
Wadhench to Jaskirat Singh.

0040565735-3

II,, GaneshKumar SharmaS/o
LateN. SharmaR/oD-341, First
Floor, KrishnaPark, Khanpur,
NewDelhi-110062, I
havechangedmysonName
fromAbhik Sharma toRiaan
Sharma. 0040565608-1

II,, Anjali Kumari S/oSh.Pappu
RajakR/oP-89/1, Kabul-Line,
Delhi-Cantt., Sadar-Bazaar,
Delhi-110010, inform thatAnjali
Kumari andAnjali are theone
andsameperson. Imayusemy
nameasAnjali Kumari, in
future, for all purposes.

0040565704-7

II Preeti RaiW/oAwanishRai R/o
PlotNo.81, FF-4, Sec-2A,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad-201010,
have changedmyname to
Preeti Singh. 0040565705-1

II PoonamD/oSh. Rajpal Verma
W/oSh. RavinderKumarVerma
R/oB-2/100, Ground Floor,
PaschimVihar, NewDelhi-
110063have changedmyname
toPoonamVerma for all
purposes. 0040565652-3

II,, Faizur Rahman, S/oSekh
AbdulHamid, R/oH.No. C-10,
Old Jasola-Village, NewDelhi-
110025, havedeclare that inmy
PassportNo.-J8612650my
namewronglymentionas
Faizur Ramman insteadof
FaizurRahman. In future Iwill
be knownas Faizur Rahman for
all purposes. 0070733787-1

II,, DineshChandDhyani, S/o
ShyamLal, R/o-E-187, 2nd
Floor, Gali No-05, EastVinod
Nagar, EastDelhi, Delhi-110091,
have changedmyname from
DineshChandra toDinesh
ChandDhyani for all future
purposes. 0070733790-1

II,, DeepakGoyal S/oKrishan
ChanderGoyal R/oC-
128,Ground-Floor,AshokVihar,
Phase-1,Delhi-110052,changed
myname toDeepakGoel for all
futurepurpose. 0040565732-7

II,, DeepakGoel S/oKrishan
ChanderGoyal R/o-C-
128,Ground-Floor,AshokVihar,
Phase-1,Delhi-110052,changed
myminor daughter name from
SunainaGoyal to SunainaGoel
for all futurepurpose

0040565732-8

II,, BUNNYCHHATWALS/O
RANDHIRSINGHCHHATWAL
R/OK-47, FATEHNAGAR,WEST
DELHI-110018. HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOHARTEJ SINGH
CHHATWAL. 0040565703-7

II PoojaBhattacharyaD/oSh.
SunderMalhotraW/oSh.
SubrataBatacharryaR/o F-19,
SouthCity-1, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001have changed
myname toPujaBhatacharya
for all purposes.

0040565564-2

II KuldeepS/o Late Sh. Ishwar
SinghR/oH.No.434, BankWali
Gali, SainiMohalla, Village
Jaunti , Delhi-110081 is also
knownasKuldeepSingh. Both
namesareof oneand the same
person. 0040565652-7

II GauravRautela S/oBhopal
SinghRautelaR/o 1/222 Sec 1
Vaishali GoldenColony
Ghaziabad, have changedmy
name fromGaurav toGaurav
Rautela 0050176384-1

II Brij Kishorebeing F/oMinor
SuhaniMaheshwari R/o 7/1103,
OrangeCountyAhinsaKhand-I
IndirapuramGhaziabad, have
changednameofmydaughter
fromSuhani to Suhani
Maheshwari 0050176386-1

II Brij Kishorebeing F/oMinor
SomyaMaheshwari R/o 7/1103,
OrangeCountyAhinsaKhand-I
IndirapuramGhaziabad, have
changednameofmydaughter
fromSomya toSomya
Maheshwari 0050176388-1

II,, BHUPENDERSINGHSHANWAL
S/ODAYANANDR/oC-14/F
VIJETA-VIHARAPARTMENT
SECTOR-13ROHINI DELHI -
110085 have changedmyname
toBHUPENDERSINGH
permanently. 0040565703-2

II AnubhavKumarDahlanS/O,
Hari DahlanR/oD1704AigPark
AvenueGaurCity 1Greater
NoidaWest 201301have
changedmyname toAnubhav
Dahlan 0040565658-1

II Amit Kumar aliasAmit Kumar
Saawariya S/oSh. Rajesh
KumarR/oHouseNo.22A,Gali
No.10, A-1 Block, SantNagar,
Kamal Pur Majra Burari,
Burari, Delhi-110084have
changedmyname toAmit
Saawariya for all purposes.

0040565652-6

II Amit KumarChaudhary S/O,
VasudeoRamdasChaudhary
R/o Fl-1202 Tower 3Orchid
Petals SohnaRdSector 49,
Gurgaonhave changedmy
name toAmitVasudeo
Chaudhary for all purposes.

0040565656-1

II,, BEENAGUPTAW/oRAMESH
CHAND R/oD-85AVANTIKA
SECTOR-1ROHINI DELHI-
110085, have changedmyname
toBINAGUPTA. 0040565703-4

II,, ANKUROBERAI, S/oGulshan
Oberoi, R/oB-435,MeeraBagh,
PaschimVihar,WestDelhi-
110063, have changedmyname
toANKUROBEROI.

0070733763-1

II,, ABDULMUNEEM
PASHA/ABDULMUNEEMPASHA
SAYEDS/OSAYEDMAHABOOB,
ADD-FLAT.NO.12, POCKET-E
MAYUR-VIHARPHASE-2 EAST-
DELHI-110091, changedmy
name toSAYEDABDUL
MUNEEMPASHA. Permanently.

0040565736-1

II AminaW/o-VinodR/o-B-75,
Gauri Shankar Enclave, Part-1,
PremNagar-3, Kirari, Suleman
Nagar, Delhi-110086have
changedmyname toSeema
for all purposes.

0040565688-1

II,, Amarjit SinghS/oMehar
SinghR/o 60-D, PocketA-3,
Kalkaji Extn. NewDelhi-110019,
declare that nameofAmarjeet
SinghSehgal andAmarjit Singh
bothare sameperson.

0040565736-2

I, AlkaGoyalW/oDeepakGoel
R/oC-128,Ground-Floor,Ashok
Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi-
110052,changedmyname to
AlkaGoel for all future
purpose. 0040565732-6

I, Naresh Kumar Shrivastava S/o K.K
Srivastava R/o G-10/68,Sector-15,
Rohini Delhi-110089,have changed
my name to Naresh Kumar
Srivastava. 0040565732-3

I, Hanif S/o-Mujibur Rehman,R/o-
827, Khajur Wali Gali, Jwala-Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi,changed my name
to Hanif Ur Rehman,for all purposes.

0040565736-3

I, SHYAMNAIR, ADD-B-6 701KLJ
GREENSSECTOR-77NIMKA(96),
FARIDABADHARYANA-121004,
changedmyMinor daughter
nameAGRATA toAGRATANAIR.
Permanently.

0040565704-1

II SunitaMittal aliasKanchan
Mittal D/o Late Sh. YashPal
ChandraPalGuptaW/oLate Sh.
AmitMittal R/o 1449/3, Gali No.
7, DurgaPuri, NandNagri,
Delhi-110093have changedmy
name toSunitaMittal for all
purposes. 0040565652-5

II ShellyW/oAshwani KalraR/o-
A-1/172PaschimViharDelhi-
110063 have changedmyname
toShelly KalraPermanently.

0040565678-1

II Safik S/o-RamSnehi R/o-B-75,
Gauri Shankar Enclave, Part-1,
PremNagar-3, Kirari, Suleman
Nagar, Delhi-110086have
changedmyname toVinod for
all purposes. 0040565686-1

II RavinderVermaS/oSh.Rohtas
KanwarR/oB-2/100, Ground
Floor, PaschimVihar, New
Delhi-110063have changedmy
name toRavinderKumar
Verma for all purposes.

0040565652-2

II RajanGrover S/oSh. Surinder
Lal GroverR/oHouseNo.2,
PaschimiMarg, D.L.F. Phase-I,
Gurugram,Haryana-122002
have changedmyname to
Rajveer Singh for all purposes.

0040565652-4

FFoorrmm38No. 0010224 ofM/s
Status Equipments,
TinNo:09565718211Add:A-152,
Sector-80Noida is lost. If found
contact: 7503768201

0040565694-1

II KaushalyaDeviW/oSh.
Raguveer SinghR/oHouseNo.
3/7, Ground Floor, North Face,
IndraVikasColony, Dr.
MukherjeeNagar, Delhi-110009
have lostmyOriginal General
PowerofAttorneyandWill
alongwith affidavit and
Agreement to Sell of above said
property. Findersmaycontact
atMobileNo.9899187118

0040565652-1

II,,MOHDASANMAHEDI S/o
Hasanmehdi,R/o J-21 2nd-floor
Laxmi-nagarDelhi-92,Have lost
myoriginal-certificate class-
12th year-2017Rollno-9746116
CBSE-DELHI. 0040565736-7

II,, RAJESHTHAKURS/o LateMan
singhR/o 11093 Subhashpark
NaveenshahdaraDelhi-
32,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-12th year-
1986Rollno-318589
CBSE-DELHI. 0040565736-6

LLoosstt LeaseDeedDocuments
againstmyPlotNo.47, Pocket-
N, Sector-1, DSIDC Industrial
Complex, Bawana, Delhi-39.
FindermayContact-Sharvan
Goel (Shiv Plastic Industries) at
abovenotedaddress.

0040565691-1

II,,GGaarriimmaaSinghD/o Satinder Pal
Singh,Add-20A/34ATilaknagar
Delhi,have lostmyoriginal-
certificateClass-12Rollno-
5620446Year-2013CBSE-
ALLAHABAD. 0040565736-5

II,,HHaarrsshh Soni S/o Sanjay soni,
Address-2565Gali NeemWali
DharamPuraChandni-Chowck
Delhi-06,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2014Rollno-8658649CBSE-
DELHI. 0040565736-9

II,,SSoouurraabbhh kumar,S/o Rakesh
kumar,Address.C-66/1,Hardev-
nagar, jharodamajraNorth
Delhi-84.Have lostmyoriginal-
certificateClass-12th year-
2015Rollno-9133328CBSE-
DELHI. 0040565736-10

II,,DDHHAARRAAMMRAJS/oUpendra
prasad,R/oVillageDumari post
Dumari sahpur thana
shivsnagarRohtasBihar-
821111,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2013Rollno-8817251
CBSE-DELHI. 0040565736-8

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

Classifieds

One Each in
Maths, Edu., Arts (Fine / Performing) & Phy. Edu.

English, Hindi / Sanskrit, Science /

(For D.El.Ed. Programme)

H.O.D. (1), LECTURER (6)
LIBRARIAN (1)

(Secretary)

SARDAR PATEL

Farrukh Nagar, Distt. Gurugram(Hr.)
E-mail: spcoef@gmail.com

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

REQUIRES

Pay Scales, Qualification as per State
Govt./ SCERT/ NCTE norms. Apply
with in 21 days from the date of
Publication of this adv. along with
complete Resume & Testimonials.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is in response to public notice published in
“Indian Express” dated 11.01.2021 thereby dis-
owning my clients Mini Malhotra, and daughter
Ishika Malhotra both R/o C-82 Lajpat Nagar-I,
New Delhi-110024 from all the movable/immov-
able properties by Om Prakash Malhotra on
account of their delinquent conduct. This is to
inform to all through this Public Notice, that Om
Prakash Malhotra is himself facing criminal
cases i.e. FIRs Nos. 294/2001 U/S
354/323/506/34 IPC, 311/2020 U/s
377/354/509/ 323/506 IPC, 377/2020 U/S 498A/
406/506/ 323 IPC all registered in PS Lajpat
Nagar and complaint case under PWDV Act in
Ms. Archana Beniwal, M.M. Saket Courts, New
Delhi.

Sd/-
H.S. GILL
Advocate

Enrl. D-1208/12
210, Lawyers Block Saket Courts,

New Delhi
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PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to the public at large that my
clients, Noor Hasan S/o Sh. Ali
Mohammad and his wife Smt. Shahroon
Nisha R/o N-28, D-287, CSA Colony,
Wazirpur Industrial Area, Delhi-110052
hereby declaring/ debarring/ disowning
their son, Naushad Ali and his wife Smt.
Sana from their properties (movable or
immovable) situated at Delhi or outside of
Delhi because they are not under the
control of my clients. My clients and their
family members have also severed all
their relations with them and they are not
be responsible/ liable for any act, deed
and thing done by them since today.

Sd/- (HARGUN SINGH KALRA)
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO. L-10-A, NEAR TEHSIL
BUILDING, TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. Ved Kumari Sharma W/o late
Sh. Krishan Sharma R/o RZ-12B, J-Block, Old
Roshan Pura Extn. Najafgarh, New Delhi-
110043 is the sole and absolute owner of
property bearing no. RZ-18, J Block, Old
Roshan Pura Ext. Najafgarh, New Delhi-
110043 (hereinafter referred to as said
property). Sh. Amar Singh Sharma, aged about
77 years, S/o Late Sh. Jai Narayan Sharma, is
the brother-in-law of my Client, who resides at
the said property as licensee and does not
possess any ownership right in the said
property. Anyone who deals with him regarding
the above said property in any manner he/she
shall do at his/her own risks and
consequences. My client will not be held liable
or responsible for the same in any manner.

Sd/- SUBHASH DIXIT (Advocate)
Ch. No. 741, Lawyers’ Chamber Dwarka

Court Complex, New Delhi- 110075

MULTIPLEVACANCIES
RReeqquuiirreess:: Instructor
Electrician, Ref&ACMech.,
MotorMech.,W/SCal&Scon
Contract basis and
Employability skills (Part
time)Qualifications:
NTC/Diploma/Degree in
appropriate trade. Application
withBio-Data should reach
Principal CRPF ITCRAF 103Bn.
Campus, Biharipur, Delhi-
110090within 10days.

0040565720-1

MARTYRS OF CISF ON 03RD MARCH

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these

brave-hearts. On this day, they laid down their lives for the

nation. Their courage and bravery would remain an abiding

source of inspiration for the force. The force will remain

eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.
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HC/GD BAGA

TIGGA

BCCL DHAN-

BAD

03-03-2006

HC/GD RAMA

KANT SINGH

BCCL DHAN-

BAD

03-03-2006

CT/GD

DIGAMBER JHA

BCCL

DHANBAD

03-03-2006

DIPR/DDMYS/MCA/1091/2020-21

KARNATAKAFOREST DEPARTMENT
Office of The Deputy Conservator of Forests,

Mysuru Division, Mysuru – 570008.
Ph:0821- 2483853, Email:dcfmdm@gmail.com

No.A3/Sandal/e-auction/CR-09/2020-21 Date: 17.02.2021
BRIEF SALE NOTIFICATION

It is hereby notified for the general information of the public
that the Sandal logs and pieces stored at Government
Sandalwood Depot, Sandal Koti, Mysuru–570 008. As
mentioned below will be sold by e-tender-cum-auction mode
throughMSTCLtd., on the online platform “www.mstcecommerce.
com''. The sale conducting authority is Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Mysuru Division, Mysuru. The e-tender-cum auction
is subject to terms and conditions uploaded on the website
www.mstcecommerce.com. by e-tender-cum auction Notice
No: MSTC/BLR/Karnataka Forest Department /2/Aranya
Bhavana, Ashokapuram /20-21/32525
Date of e-tender-cum-auction: 17th March 2021. Mode:
Online-www.mstcecommerce.com. Time: 11.00 AM to 02.00
PM Quantity of Material: 53 Lots of Approximately 80.620
MTSandal wood of Different kinds.Approximate value: Above
Rs.6.00 Crores. Inspection of logs by the bidders:
01.03.2021 to 16.03.2021 (Both dates inclusive) 10:30AM and
04:00 PM (On working Days) at Government Sandalwood
Depot, Sandal Koti, Mysuru – 570008. Pre Bid Meeting: 10th
March 2021 at 4.30 PM
Conditions: 1) Interested bidders should get themselves
Registered with MSTC well in advance. 2) Intended bidders
are advised to inspect the material to their satisfaction. 3) The
Quantity notified adjacent to each class kept for sale is
approximate. 4) Every Registered bidders shall pay an Earnest
money deposit (EMD) of Rs.1,00,000/- (One Lakh only) for all
lots/or any lot. 5) The black listed bidders, defaulters, Minors,
insolvent persons will not be Permitted to participate in the
sale.6) Detailed Sale Conditions to be downloaded from
www.mstcecommerce.com.

Sd/- (DR. PRASHANTKUMAR K.C., IFS),
Deputy Conservator of Forests, Mysuru Division, Mysuru.

HARYANA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)

Bays No. 59-62, Sector-2, Panchkula
Phone: 0172-2567945

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)
Tender Enquiry No. 153/Tend/GPC/2020-21/3/4-A
Online Tender for one time purchase of Basket of

Choice Model (´fdSX½ffSX d³f¹fûªf³f IZY Àff²f³f) to Various Hospital
of Government of Haryana “Group C” and documents
can be downloaded from 02.03.2021 onwards on e-pro-
curement portal www.etenders.hry.nic.in.

For Managing Director,
HMSCL, Panchkula.2021/HRY

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

NORTH EASTERN RURAL WORKS CIRCLE,
KEONJHAR

Identification No. PMGSY Online NCB No.292
No. __________ // Date: // ____________

• Further details can be seen from the website:
www.pmgsytenders.gov.in

Superintending Engineer,
N.E.R.W. Circle, Keonjhar.

OIPR-25048/11/0020/2021

O-1168

1. Name of the work : Construction of Road & CD works under PMGSY
Programme.

2. Total No. of Packages : 03 Nos. individual packages

3. Estimated Cost of
individual packages

: Varies from Rs.375.41 lakh to Rs.433.86 lakh.

4. Period of completion : 11 calendar months for works below Rs.5.00 Cr.
upto Rs.3.00 Cr. as specified in DTCN.

5. Other details :

Procurement Officer Bid
Identifica-
tion No.

No. of
Packages

Availability of tender
On-line for bidding

From To

1 2 3 4 5
Superintending Engineer, North

Eastern Rural Works Circle,
Keonjhar

PMGSY
Online NCB

No. 292

03 Nos. 04/03/2021
at 11.00

A.M.

18/03/2021
upto 5.00

P.M.

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY & SANITATION PUNJAB

TENDER NOTICE INVITING ON-LINE BIDS
No. E-TENDER-10/WSSD/DIV. NO. 1 PATIALA/EE/2020-21 DATED: 02.03.2021
THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY & SANITATION DEPARTMENT
PUNJAB INVITES ONLINE BID FOR THE FOLLOWING 2 NOS. WORKS:
1. Special Repair & Renovation of the Office of Superintending

Engineer, Water Supply & Sanitation Circle, Nabha Road, Patiala.

2. Construction of Main Pumping Station and Clinical Effulent
Treatment Plant (350 KLD) based on any suitable sustainable and
Proven Technology including O&M of MPS & CETP for 5 Years
after commissioning of Govt. Rajindra Hospital & Govt. Medical
College Complex, Patiala.

Closing Date and Time: As per Website
For Details Log on to: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
NOTE:
1. Any corrigendum to the Tender/RFP Notice shall be published on

the above website only.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Water Supply & Sanitation Division No. 1,

Patiala.2119/PB

SHRI KRISHNA AYUSH UNIVERSITY KURUKSHETRA
ADMISSION/COUNSELLING NOTICE

BAMS/BHMS for Academic Session 2020-21
It is for information of all the concerned that online application are invited for

admission to BAMS/BHMS courses for the AYUSH Institutes/ Colleges in the
State of Haryana & UT Chandigarh. The NEET-2020 revised qualified criteria
category-wise for BAMS/BHMS is 40th Percentile for UR/EWS (720-113), 30th
Percentile for OBC/SC/ST/OBC & PH/SC & PH/ST & PH (112-087) and 35th
Percentile (112-099) for UR/EWS & PH. The following colleges have been per-
mitted by the Hon'ble Delhi High Court vide interim orders dated 24/02/2021 to
participate in the ongoing counselling process subject to the outcome of W.P. (C)
filled by the concerned Institutions/Colleges. The names of colleges with seats
are given as under:

These seats alongwith vacant seats of other colleges will be entertained in
the ongoing counselling process, its terms & conditions and schedule will be
intimated on the University website: www.skau.ac.in.

Further in compliance of the direction of Hon'ble Delhi High Court it is
required that all prospective candidates/ students have to submit an
Undertaking/Affidavit in writing that their admission will be subject to the final
outcome of writ petition filed by the respective Institution/College as mentioned
above.

REGISTRAR

Sr.No. College/ Institution Seats

1 Seth Murari Lal Raswasia Ayurvedic College, 60
Charkhi Dadri

2 Gangaputra Ayurvedic College, Kaithal Road, 60
Kandela, Jind

3 Ayujyoti Ayurvedic College & Hospital, Jodhpuria, Sirsa 50

4 National College of Ayurveda, Dhani Garan Road, 60
Barwala, Hisar

5 Shri Dhanwanrty Ayurvedic College & Hospital, 40
Sector 46-B, Chandigarh (Additional Seats)

1990/HRY

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4368

ACROSS
1 Eagerauntarrangedtoactas
security (9)

8 Arrivedwithnothingbuta
carving (5)

9 Makeanote tocrushsomeone
(3,4)

10 Notedeserter isnotcharged
(6)

11 Manyadmit tobeing
inexperienced(6)

12 Justasbadasonewhodoesn’t
gamble (2,6)

15 Involved inascoreor filmstory
(8)

18 Continuebeingeager tohold
workback(4,2)

20 Expressdisapprovalabout
alternative teachers
(6)

21 Aggressivemaritalbreak-up
(7)

22 Monstersbackamongthe
lessergoblins (5)

23 Fatigueconfusesboth
residentsanddissenter (9)

DOWN
2 Alumpinthethroat
(5)

3 Itmaybeusedtosortouta
difficultproblem
(6)

4 Amanofpropertyperhapsbut
not for long(3,5)

5 Createchaos inacardgame
(6)

6 Employsomeoneelseasa
model (7)

7 Restrict studyonstress
(9)

11 Apausemadebycanoeists
(9)

13 Alibel judgemayhear it, but
it’susuallyshelved
(8)

14 Courtcards? (7)
16 Seizeakingbeforeallothers
(6)

17 Having failed towin is
punished(6)

19 Notroundsused inerratic
salvo (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Inall close
relationshipsyour
hopesandfearsmay
beunexpectedly

intense,perhapsmoresothan
youmayrealise.Youshould
thereforewatchout thatyou
arenotunintentionally
irritatedbypeoplewhose
feelingsareentirely
well-meaning.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
At home it looks
verymuch as if
partners have the
stronger hand, and

if they insist ondoing things
theirway, youmight aswell
let them.After all, it can be
relaxing to let other people
take the strain. You can
remain behind the scenes,
providing sympathy
and support.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Allyour instincts
shouldbetellingyou
todelay finalising
important

transactions, at leastuntil
you'vehadtimetoabsorball
the facts.Thepoint is that
circumstanceshavechanged,
andyourmostpersonalplans
must thereforebe
dulyamended.

CANCER(June22- July23)
All financialor
businessmatters
nowneedtobe
viewedinanew

light,mainlybecausewhat
onceseemedsocertain, isyet
againamatterof dispute.At
home, thepressingneed isnow
formore luxury.At thevery
leastotherpeopleneedtobe
pulling theirownweight.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Adecidedly tricky
relationship
betweenone family
member and

another could spring a few
surprises onyou, especially
where it hurts, in your
pocket. Treadvery carefully at
work, sticking to the straight
andnarrowat all times. If you
bend the rules youmight get
caught out.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Youmay think long
andhardbefore
changingdirection
inmidstream. It

maybebest to continuewith
a course of actionwhichwas
initiated at the beginning of
themonth, or even earlier.
There'll be time enough for a
change of plan in about five
weeks' time.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
TheMoonis
matchedwithan
intenseand
passionatepartof

yourchart, a regionconnected
closelywithmoney.At the
heartof financial issues,
though, is theextent towhich
youhavemanagedto
consistentlyundervalueyour
ownworth.Changeyour
approachnow.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
If you feel
vulnerable, it's
because theMoonis
spendinga fewdays

alignedwithyoursign, raising
theemotional temperature.As
longasyouunderstandthat
you're likely to feelupone
moment,downthenext, and
thenupagain,nothingwill take
youbysurprise.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Youhavebecome
moredeterminedto
makeasuccessof
yourself, to 'be

somebody'. Itdoesn'tmatter
whatyourcurrentambition is,
justas longasyouaccept
nothing less than firstplace.
Youneedto trawl throughall
theavailablepossibilities,
readytomakeyourmovewhen
thetimecomes.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Venus is sailing
alongquitehappily
througharegionof
yourchartwhich is

relatedtoprofessional
ambitions, indicating that the
route toworldlysuccess lies in
exploitingallpersonalcontacts
to thehilt.Whateveryou're
doing,doyourbest.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Yourdominant
romantic influence
indicates long-
distance love, so

ideallyyoushouldbetravelling
to far-awayplaces.Yourheart
will soonbestirredbypeople
fromculturesverydifferent
fromyourown.Orperhapsa
personalreadyclose toyou
developsanewinterestanda
fascinatingallure.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
This really isa trying
timeforboth
intenselypersonal
andcareermatters.

Youdohavethechancetobring
otherpeople inonyourside,
butwhenall is considered,you
canbeaverydifficultpersonto
help.Whyshould thisbe?
Perhaps it'sbecauseyou just
don't like toask forassistance.

S
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K
U
4
4
0
0

DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Itdoesn'tmatterwhomyfatherwas; itmatterswhoI____hewas-AnneSexton(8)

SOLUTION:BEGET,COVER,TARMAC,JUMBLE
Answer:Itdoesn'tmatterwhomyfatherwas;itmatterswhoIrememberhewas
V-AnneSexton

BGTEE AACTMR

COEVR EJUBM

SolutionsCrossword4367:Across:1Sighted,4Tasks,7Ewan,8Veronese,10
Paperclips,12Canoes,13Orders,15Elasticity,18Sturgeon,19Kite,20Smelt,21
Engaged.Down:1Sweep,2Grasping,3Dwells,4Trooptrain,5Slew,6Sleighs,9
Greenlight,11Retiring,12Courses,14Ashore,16Yield,17Jute.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION DIVISION KULGAM

1. NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Fresh E- N.I.T No.: 14 of 2020-21 Date: 22.02.2021

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory e-tenders (Two cover System), are
invited from reputed and resourceful "AAY" class Contractors/Firms/Companies/joint venture of
repute on item rate basis, which should be uploaded on the e-Procurement web portal
http://www.jktenders.gov.in, up to last bidding date: 08.03.2021 upto 4.00 p.m for the subject-
ed work referred below and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to
whom all the terms and conditions of detailed NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No. 25 are
accepted. The detailed tender document, Specifications and drawings can be downloaded on the
e-procurement Portal http://www.jktenders.gov.in and also on departmental website “ifckash-
mir.com. The cost of tender document in the form of Demand Draft (bidders other than UT of
J&K) & e-challan/Treasury Challan/receipt remitted to MH 0701/0702 (non-refundable/ Non-trans-
ferable) in favor of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Kulgam.

2.0 ELIGIBILTY CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION OF TENDERERS:
2.1 For Single /individual bidder entity
2.1.1 TECHNICAL
I. The contractor should posses the experience of having successfully completed similar

works like river valley projects, canal works, hydraulic structures, irrigation projects, flood
control works and drainage works during last seven years ending 31/12/2020 which should
be any one of the following:-

i) One similar work costing not less than 80% of advertised cost during the last Seven years.
ii) Two similar works costing not less than 50% of advertised cost each, during the last

Seven years.
iii) Three similar works costing not less than the 40% of advertised cost each, during the last

Seven years.
2.1.2 FINANCIAL CRITERIA:

As a proof of sufficient financial capacity, the tenderer/s should have an average annual
turnover of at least 30% of advertised cost, which shall be calculated for the three years
ending on 31st March 2020.

NOTE:
a) Certified Annual reports including audited balance sheets of the relevant three years prof-

it and loss account to be annexed.
b) Valid GSTin, latest GST clearance & PAN No

2.2 Joint Ventures (Joint venture of only two entities shall be allowed)
2.2.1 Technical Criteria
i) Any member or members of Joint Venture should have done at least:

a. One work of similar nature costing not less than 80% of advertised cost during the last
seven years ending 31/12/2020.

b. Two similar works costing not less than 50% of advertised cost each, during the last seven
years ending 31/12/2020.

c. Three similar works costing not less than 40% of advertised cost each, during the last
seven years ending 31/12/2020.

2.2.2 Financial Criteria
i) The arithmetic sum of average annual turnover of both the members of the Joint Venture

in last three year ending on 31.03.2020 should be more than 30% of the advertised Cost.
ii) Average annual turnover shall be calculated for the three years ending on 31st March

2020.
NOTE:

a) Certified Annual reports including audited balance sheets of the relevant three years prof-
it and loss account should be enclosed/uploaded.

b) Joint Venture shall comprise of a lead partner having at least 55% share and the other
partner having at least 20% share and overall 100%.

c) Valid GST No, latest GST clearance & PAN No
2.3.3 Both the members of joint venture shall be jointly & severally responsible for all the acts

done on behalf of joint venture & tender bid shall be jointly signed by both members of the
joint venture or their authorized representative so as to legally bind them jointly & several-
ly. All tenders must be submitted with a copy of Joint Venture agreement duly registered
by the First Class Judicial Magistrate.

2.3.4 All above criteria must be satisfied by the joint venture to qualify for opening of their Price bid.
Executive Engineer,
Irrigation Division,

Kulgam
No.: 3811-30 Date: 22.02.2021

DIPK-14219

S. Name of Adv. Bid Class of Cost of Period Position Position Tender
No. Work Cost of Security Contract Tender of of of Receiving

Work Doc. Completion AAA Funds Authority

1. Modernization Rs. Clas A 11000/- 24 Calender Accorded Partly Chief
of Grimtoo 1862.14 & Above Months available Engineer,

Canal Lacs Kashmir
Irrigation &
FC Deptt.
Srinagar.

D
eclaration

as
per

A
nnexure-A

DY. EXCISE & TAXATION COMMISSIONER (ST) REWARI
Notice Inviting-Tender

Tenders are invited for providing one person for Sweeper
through Outsourcing Policy Part-A as per Outsourcing Policy (Part-
A) by the undersigned from registered contractors who are author-
ized to provide manpower under Haryana Outsourcing Policy and
whose antecedents are proper, under the Law. The requirement of
person (s) may be increased or decreased at any stage of the con-
tract as per requirement.

Closing date and Time for receiving of Bid is 04.03.2021 upto
05.00 PM. The bid will be opened on 05.03.2021 at 3.00 PM in the
office of the undersigned.

For Terms & Conditions contact at:- 292L, Model Town Rewari
Sd/-

Dy. Excise & Taxation Commissioner (ST),
Rewari.1987/HRY

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2020-21/22536-55 Date 01.03.2021

A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 377/2020-21

d³f¸³f d»fd£f°f ´fdS¹fûªf³ff ´fS SfªfÀ±ff³f Sfª¹f ÀfOI d½fI fÀf E½fa d³f¸ffÊ¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f. (RSRDC Ltd.) ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f
Mû»f I »fZ¢Vf³f NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ ´f±fI S ½fÀfc»fe WZ°fb BÊ-MZd³OdSa¦f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` a:-

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ ½f £fû»f³fZ I e °ffSe£f ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f
E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff
http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f
WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIYY

IiY.
Àfa.

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f AfSXdÃf°f SXfdVf
(÷Y.)

Collection of Toll Tax (Including Private Vehicles) on following Road for 02 years:-

1 On Bikaner Bypass Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00554 4174.78 Lakh

2 On Chomu-Ajeetgarh-Shahpura Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00555 2045.09 Lakh

3 On Dungargarh-Sardarshahar-Rajgarh Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00556 4640.71 Lakh

4 On Gotan-Bilara-Sojat Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00557 2768.35 Lakh

5 On Jaipur-Jobner-Kuchaman-Nagaur Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB558 4863.30 Lakh

6 On Merta-Raas Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00559 4061.00 Lakh

7 On Nasirabad-Kekri-Deoli Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00560 6219.21 Lakh

8 On Pali-Nadol-Gomati ka Chauraha Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00561 1834.51 Lakh

9 On Sikar-Jhunjhunu-Luharu Road. UBN No. RRC2021SLOB00562 7896.88 Lakh

Afg³f»ffBÊX³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OXfCX³f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe A½fd²f dQ³ffaIY 26.02.2021 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 12.03.2021 Àff¹fa 06.00
¶fªfZ °fIY

CORRIGENDUM- VENDOR
REGISTRATION FOR SUPPLY

OF MEDICAL STORES AT
ARMY HOSPITAL (R&R), DELHI
CANTT FOR THE FY 2021-2022

Refer notice for vendor
registration for supply of Medical
Stores dated 05 Jan 2021.
Last date for submission of
registration form has been
extended till 15 March 2021

New Delhi
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LIVERPOOLGREAT ST JOHNDIESAT82
Ian St. John, the former Liverpool forward who scored the winning goal to
seal the club's first FA Cup title and was a key player in its rebuild under Bill
Shankly in the 1960s, has died. He was 82. St. John died on Monday
following illness, Liverpool said on Tuesday. AP
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Why somany left-arm spinners fromGujarat?
SANDIPG tries toanswer thequestionViratKohli askedafter Jadeja’s replacementAxarPatel’sbreakthroughmatchatMotera
NEWDELHI,MARCH2

AFTERLEFT-armspinnerAxarPatel,alike-for-
like replacement for Ravindra Jadeja, helped
India nose ahead in this tense series against
England,ViratKohliseemedamusedbyacer-
tain coincidence. The Indian skipperwas in-
triguedbyGujaratchurningoutleft-armspin-
nersinabundance.Axar,borninNadiad,plays
for Gujarat. As for Jadeja, he turns up for
Saurashtraandhasroots inJamnagar.“Idon't
knowwhatitiswithGujaratandproducingso
manyleft-armspinners.Jadejagoesandthere
comesAxar,” Kohli said, in a semi-amused,
half-serioustone.
Inadvertently,theIndiancaptaindustedup

anold, forgottencricketing legacy—left-arm
spinnersofGujarat(thestateandnotthecrick-
etingentity)andIndiancricket.Achapterunto
itself.Abookuntoitself.Fromarguablythefirst
poster-boyof Indiancricket,undoubtedlythe
firstIndiancricketerwhohadtheworldinawe,
VinooMankad,tothelatestinheritorofthelin-
eage, Axar, seven left-armspinners fromthe
regionhaveaccountedfor637Testwickets.A
stretch of 300 kilometres from Jamnagar to
Rajkot andNadiad. Erstwhile princely states,
butmoreeverymanintheircricketingachieve-
ments, literally and figuratively inhabiting a
cornerof thedomesticfield.
In the post-independence era, Gujarat

waited for 60 years to hold aloft itsmaiden
Ranji Trophy title. Saurashtrawon their first
three years later. But only Karnataka could
claimof aparticular breedof spinners accu-
mulatingmore Testwickets than them(leg-
spinnersAnilKumbleandBSChandrasekhar
alonehave snaffled a combinedhaul of 861
Testscalps).It’sabiggercoincidencethattheir
birthplaces—Jamnagar toRajkot toNadiad -
comewithin300km.LikeaparishinKingston
producingacrewofworld-classsprinters.Or
alaneinCubathrowingupboxers.Ortwinkle-
toed forwards popping up from a decrepit
favelainRiodeJaneiro.

Nodearth innumbers
There is left-handedness peeping from

everycolumnofascoresheetofgamesinvolv-
ingGujarat and Saurashtra. Ravindra Jadeja
missedmostofSaurashtra’sascenttotheRanji
peak last year, but another left-arm spinner
DharmendrasinhJadejafilledthevoid.IfAxar
is not around forGujarat, there is Siddharth
Desai,whohaspicked71wicketsin17games.
Inmostgames,Gujarataccommodatedboth.
“Any first-class game involving Gujarat or
Saurashtra,youseeatleastoneleft-armspin-
ner, often two.Often, the first personacoach
picks in the team is a left-armspinner,” says
veteranSaurashtraCricketAssociationadmin-
istratorNiranjan Shah,who inhis first-class
playingdaysbattedleft-handedandoccasion-
allybowled,whatelse-left-armspin.
Not just in the spin department. Two of

Saurashtra’s regular seamers are left-armers
— Jaydev Unadkat and Chetan Sakariya.
Gujarathadtwoleft-armseamerssharingthe
newball,ArzanNagaswallaandRushKalaria.
The reasonoftenoffered is that there are

more left-handers inGujarat than anyother
state, that it’s less stigmatic to left-handed-
ness thanmost parts of the country, though
it'sananecdotalthanscientificrationale,more
theory than data. But southpaws have
streamed into every other realm aswell. “I
thinkit’spartoftheDNA,alotofGujaratisare
left-handed.Iamaleft-hander,myfatherwas
one,andsoismyson,”saysformerIndialeft-
arm spinner Dilip Doshi. His son Nayan,
though born inNottingham, continued the
family tradition and played for Derbyshire,
SurreyandevenSaurashtra.Themostfamous
Gujarati—MahatmaGandhi— toowas left-
handed, and if he indeed played cricket,

chancesare thathewouldhavebowled left-
armspin,withhisthinframeandlargedigits.

Rich legacy
Havinganunceasingchainof iconshelps.

Though Shah claims that quality left-arm
spinners were plentiful even before
Mankad’s exploits, the latter’s dash and
charm encouraged a generation of young-
sters toembrace left-armspin. “Inmy time,
Salim Durani was everyone’s hero, and
everyonewanted to be like him, everyone
lookedup tohim.Hedidn’t do justice tohis
potential,butwasahuge influence.So,hav-
inga larger-than-life idolhelps increatinga
legacy. Itkeepspassingfromonegeneration
toanother,”observesDoshi. IfMankadwasa
left-armpacer,whoknowstheregionmight
have perhaps inspired a generation of left-
armspeedsters.Or if he just focussedonhis

batting,whichhepliedwithhis righthand.
On such historical quirks hinge legacies.

Sometimes, on chance too. The flamboyant
Durani could have endedup as an off-break
bowlerhadnotMankadseenhimbowlwhen
hewasjustnine.
“I could bowl with both hands. Once

Vinoobhai sawmeand toldmy father that I
shouldsticktothelefthand.Myfatherwould
makeme bowl from a stationary position.
With the right hand tied, I had to bowlwith
my left hand. That reallymademy left hand
morepowerful,”heoncetoldthispaper.
Durani never scaled the heights hewas

toutedto,butremainsoneofthegame'smost
alluringcharacters,withhiswit,roguishgood
looks,andstory-telling.Fordomesticbowlers
ofhistime,hewasmorelikeanelderbrother.
“Hehadimmenseknowledgeaboutthegame
andyoungsterslikemewouldpickhisbrains.
Mybowlingblossomedwhenplayingalong-
side him.Hewould suggest small, practical
tipsthathelpedmybowling,”Doshisays.
It’s anotherbenefitof legacy—that there

is always an old hand to lean on, to feed off,
andlearnfrom.Andtheseniorbowlerswere
willingtopasstheknowledgeandwisdomto
their successors. “All of these legendswere
willing to help the youngsters out. A lot of
them,aftertheyretired,tookupcoachingand
naturallyleft-armspinnerslookedoutforleft-
armspinners.Thereusedtobeakindoffrater-
nalbonding,theytookthemunderthewings
anddevelopedthem,”opinedKarsanGhavri,
whobowledbothleft-armseamandspin.
Ghavri, inspired byMankad andDurani,

beganasaleft-armspinnerhimself,beforean
ankle injury tohis schoolcaptain,whowasa
left-arm seamer,made the coach throw the
newball tohim.“Bowlfromalongerrun-up,

youwillgetspeed,”wasthecoach’sadvice.He
pickedwickets for nothing and thereafter
groomedhimself intoa left-armseamer. Ina
sense,ithelpedhimclimbuptherungsfaster.
“Therewaslesscompetitionforseamers,un-
likeforleft-armspinners,soitinawayhelped
meeven to break into the Indian team. But I
trulyenjoyedbowlingspin,”Ghavrisays.

Only thebest survive
Intensecompetitioncouldbeanotherrea-

sonbehindtheproductionline.“Atanylevel,
beitschool,collegeorclub,therealwaysused
to be some four-five good left-armspinners.
So only the bestwent on to play first-class
cricket. That’swhy they are so competitive,”
saysShah.
Oneneedn’tgofurtherthanthenarrative

arc of Ravindra Jadeja and Patel. Bothwere
primarily stamped aswhite-ball cricketers
whomadetheirred-ballopportunitiescount,
atestamenttotheirsurvival instincts.Doshi,
thus, hasnodoubts thatDuraniwouldhave
been amore successful cricketer in this day
and age, as opposed to themore carefree
1960sand70s.
Ormaybe,itwasGujarat’spragmaticway

of countering the right-handedness ofmost
batting line-ups. Leg-spinners tend tobeex-
pensive, off-spinners had few variations
(thoughtheyproducedoneof thefinest, Jasu
Patel),andleft-armwristspinnerswererare.
So left-arm spin struck the balance be-

tweeneconomyandefficiency. If thepitch is
turning,theyarelethal.If it’snot,theyarestill
lethal,astheleft-arm-aroundanglegivesthe
bowler a chance to beat batsmenon the in-
sideaswellastheoutsideedge.Besides,ma-
noeuvringthecreasecomesnaturallytothem,
theyneednotmakeanydiscerniblechangein
their actionor release. They couldbowl long
spells, tirelessly and dauntingly. No other
stream of bowling embodies the fabled
Gujarati businessmind than left-arm spin
bowling.Cunning,calculativeanduncanny.
Likealllegacies,therewasalongpauseaf-

ter the days of Doshi. A timewhen the roles
changed,whentheoutlooktowardsthemal-
tered,andrapidlyevolvingwhite-ballcricket
taxedthemwithdifferentsetsofresponsibil-
ities and expectations. But Ravindra Jadeja’s
emergence as a larger-than-life cricketer
rekindled the old flame. The flamehehas lit
will keep the legacy burning, reckonDoshi,
ShahandGhavri.Somuchsothatviewerscan
warmuptotheraresightoftwoleft-spinners
operatingtogether inaTestmatch.
Themysterystillremains.AsKohlimused,

“What is it with Gujarat and producing so
manyleft-armspinners?”Butlikeexplaining
true love, ascertaining a specific reason or a
setof themtoGujarat’s loveof left-armspin-
ners is difficult. Coincidence or genetics, na-
tureornurture, itcouldbeablendofall.Or it
couldbesomethingelse.

SPORT
SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI,MARCH2

WHENWORD spread that Rohan Bopanna
and Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi had decided to
teamupagain,therewasabombardmentof
messagesonsocialmedia.Nothingnegative,
instead an array of heartening postswhich
claimedthattheIndo-Pakcombinationwas
something fanswanted toseeon the tennis
courtagain.Thatwaitwill endonMarch15,
when the pair will take to the courts of
Acapulcoat theATP500MexicanOpen.
“Eversincewedecidedtoteamup, Idid-

n'teventhinkitwouldbethatbigadeal,but
people have been posting somany positive
messages tomeonTwitter and Instagram,”
Qureshi tellsThe IndianExpress.
“I feel everyone is looking forward to it.

People here (in Pakistan) understand that

Bops helpedme get a lot of laurels for my
country. And hopefully we can help each
otheragainandgetback towinningways.”
The sentiment and reception, Bopanna

explains,hasneverbeendifferentthanwhat
thepairof40-year-olds(bornjusttwoweeks
apart inMarch 1980) have experienced be-
fore.“WhenI'veplayedwithAisam,thema-
jority of the time it's been only positive,”
Bopanna says. “There's been great support,
anditseemslikepeoplefromthetwocoun-
tries like to support thatone team.Soama-
jorityof themessageshavebeengood.”
Immediatelymemories of the 2010 US

Open come rushing back. The ‘Indo-Pak
Express,’ as theywere called, hadproven to
be a powerful and effective combination.
Theywerewithintouchingdistanceofwin-
ningtheir firstGrandSlamtitle–amoment
even Ambassadors of both countries to the
UnitedStateshadcometowitness.Butthey

fellat thesummittotheWorldNo1teamof
identical twinsMike and Bob Bryan in two
tie-break sets. Till date, it remains the clos-
esteitherhasbeentowinningamen’sdou-
bles Grand Slam title. And they cherish the
fact that their bestmoments on the tennis
court cametogether.
“Ourgreatestyearscametogetherat the

US Open 2010,” Bopanna says. “Wewent
through the tournament, playingwell, en-
joying thequickcourts.Andwhenwefaced
theBryansinthefinal,weweretheonlyteam
tohavebeatentheminthepastfewweeks.”
And now that they’re back together, for

thefirsttimesincecompetingtogetheratthe
ShenzhenOpen in September2014, they’re
looking to“domoredamage.”
The duo decided to get together for an-

other swing while they were at the
AustralianOpen.Bothwerelookingtofinda
partner for upcoming events, and it just so

happened that doubles World no 40
Bopanna andWorld No 49 Qureshi’s com-
bined rankwasgoodenough toget into the
maindrawatAcapulco.
Atthatstagetheyhadlongclearedtheair

about what happened in 2019, when they
were expected to face each other on oppo-
sitesidesof thecourt. Indiawasexpectedto
travel toPakistanforaDavisCuptie,butpo-
litical tensions saw India pushing the
InternationalTennisFederation(ITF)toshift
the tie to a neutral venue. Qureshi did not
hidehisdisappointment, and insteadchose
toboycott the tie that eventually tookplace
inNur-Sultan,Kazakhstan.
“Wesatandhadachatabout itoverdin-

nerwhenwemet later,” Bopanna says. “He
toldmehissideof things,andthenItoldhim
what actually happened onmy side. Those
differences aren’t there becauseour friend-
ship ismuchbigger.”

Qureshi explains further: “He told me
that itwasnot inhishands, itwasthefeder-
ation and the government's call. He's been
to Pakistanmany times before, he came for
myfirstwedding,andhe’sbeentherewhen
we played the India-Pakistan League.
Unfortunately it didn'twork out because of
political reasons. But we have to keep it in
thepastandhopethingsgetbetterbetween
bothcountries.”
The friendship is their biggest strength,

and the foundation of their team. “But now
wearemuchmoremature andalso experi-
enced athletes,” Bopanna adds. Their rank-
ingshoweverhavedroppedoverthepastfew
years. Bopannawas once ranked as high as
third, and Qureshi eight. But the veterans
continue to pursue that path back up the
rankingladder.Andit’switheachotherthat
theIndo-PakExpresshopetomakethejour-
neyback towhere theyoncewere.

‘Indo-Pak Express’ back on track: Bopanna and Qureshi set to reunite

Working on reducing gloss: Pink-ball maker
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VINOOMANKAD SALIMDURANI

DILIPDOSHI RAVI JADEJA

HONOURSBOARD

■FromVinooMankad, to the latest
inheritorof the lineage,AxarPatel, seven
left-armspinners fromtheregionhave
accountedfor637Testwickets.

■Twoof Saurashtra’s regularseamers
are left-armers—JaydevUnadkat,Chetan
Sakariya.GujarathaveArzanNagaswalla
andRushKalariasharingthenewball.

BCCI/Twitter

DEVENDRAPANDEY
AHMEDABAD,MARCH2

BECAUSEOF theongoing farmers' agitation,
theBCCIhasdecidedtostrikeoffMohalifrom
thelistofhostingvenuesfortheforthcoming
IPL.TheBCCIfeelsitwouldbeariskiftherewas
an agitationby farmers around the stadium,
whichwould “attractmedia attentionof the
world”.Mumbai toowill be carefullymoni-
toredfortheworseningCovid-19situationin
thecity.AsperBCCI’scurrentplanAhmedabad,
Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai andBengaluruhave
beenshortlisted.
"Wedon'twantasituationtoarisewhere

wehaveanIPLmatchinMohaliandafarmer
agitationmarchmovestowardsthestadium.It
will attractmedia attention fromall over the
world.Wedon'twantsuchasituationtoarise.
Mohaliisnotamongshortlistedvenuesdueto
the current scenario in the northern part of
India,”atopBCCIofficialtoldTheIndianExpress.
The PunjabKings has its base inMohali but
won’thostmatches.
Venues in Punjabwere not alloted Syed

MushtaqAli T20 games because of fears of
farmers'agitation,theofficialsaid.
"ExceptPunjab,wearemonitoringmostof

theothervenues.Theelectionsalsomightforce
somechangesinthevenuelist,"theBCCIoffi-
cialadded.
Mohali’sexclusionasanIPLvenuehasnot

gone down well. Punjab Chief Minister
AmarinderSingh tweeted, "I amsurprisedat
theexclusionofMohaliCricketStadiumforthe
upcoming IPL season. I urge and appeal to
@BCCI &@IPL to reconsider their decision.
There is no reasonwhyMohali can't host IPL
andourGovernmentwillmakeallnecessary
arrangementsforsafetyagainst#Covid19."
OnTuesdayPunjabKingshademailedBCCI

asking for clarity on the reason for barring
Mohali fromhosting any IPL games. Punjab
Kingsco-ownerNessWadia said thathewas
disappointedthatMohalihadnotbeenshort-
listeddespite the number of Covid-19 cases
beinglow.“WehavewrittentotheBCCItofind
outunderwhatcriteriatheyhaveselectedthe
venues andwhy theyhavenot selectedus,”
Wadia told PTI. “Wewere hoping to have
gamesinPunjab.”

BCCI’s fear of
farmer protests
saw Mohali
losing out as
IPL venue

AsperBCCI’scurrentplan
Ahmedabad,Delhi,Kolkata,
ChennaiandBengaluruhave
beenshortlisted.

RohanBopannaandAisam-ul-Haq
Qureshiwill teamupafteragapof six
yearsatAcapulcoATP500. Express

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
AHMEDABAD,MARCH2

TOREDUCEthelopsidednessofthepink-ball
day-nightTests,wherebowlershavehadan
advantage, Sanspareils Greenlands (SG) has
startedworking on a “new technique” that
will reduce the extra gloss on the ballwhile
retainingitscolour.ParasAnand,themarket-
ingdirectorof SG, ishopeful that theexperi-
ment,ifsuccessful,willbringmoreparitybe-
tween bat and ball. An extra coat of lacquer
is used on the pink ball to make it glossy
whichhelpsvisibility.
“Wehavealreadystartedworkingonthat.

Therearenewertechniquesofgetting(retain-
ing) thecolourontheballandthatnewtech-
niquewill reducetheglossonitandthegloss
obviouslyisresultingintheballmovingfaster
off thedeck. Thatwork is already going on,”
AnandtoldTheIndianExpress.“Onceitisready,
once it is tried and tested,wewill definitely
talk about it (sharing details about the new
technique),”headded.
SG, theBCCI’sofficialball supplier,hasac-

celerated the ball manufacturing process
throughthisnewtechniqueafterthethirdTest
between India and England in Ahmedabad

whichendedinsidetwodays.
A rank turnerwasprepared for the third

Test but thepinkballmostly skiddedoff the
surface.AsViratKohlisaidpost-match,21out
of 30 wickets had been accounted for by
straightdeliveries.
“Bizarregame...Ihaveneverbeenpartofa

Test match where things have moved so
quickly,”theIndiacaptainhadsaidatthepost-
matchpresentation.“I’dsayoneelementwas
theball–theplasticcoatingtheregatherspace
offthewicket–tobebrutallyhonest.Bothsides

struggledwiththatthroughoutthegame,”said
EnglandskipperJoeRoot.
SGhastakennote.“Nowthisissuehassud-

denly comeuppost this Test inAhmedabad,
thatpeoplearesayingtheballwasdoingabit
moreoff the surface. This is the feedbackwe
did not get after the first game (against
Bangladesh inNovember 2019), which got
over in twodays andone session inKolkata.
(But)nowtheissuehascomeup,andoncethe
seriesisoverwewillbeintouchwiththeBCCI.
Butwehavestarted lookingonhowtotackle
this issue, if we canworkon thewayweare
preparingtheballandifwecanmaybeensure
that at least (we) get as close as it canget (to
theredball),”Anandsaid.
Since its inception in 2015, 16 day-night

Testshavebeenplayedsofar,acoupleofthem
gettingoverintwodayswithfourmatchesfin-
ishinginthreedays.Beitseamorspin,bowlers
byand largehavedominatedpink-ball Tests.
In December last year, the Australia versus
IndiapinkballTestinAdelaidewasoveronthe
thirdafternoon,withthevisitorsgettingbun-
dled out for 36 in their second innings and
Australian seamers JoshHazlewoodandPat
Cumminssharingninewicketsbetweenthem.
Curtainwas lowered on the India-England
third Test inAhmedabad early into the final

sessiononthesecondday,withspinnersbag-
ging28outof30wicketsthatfellinthegame.
Thepink-ball,unlikeitsredcounterpart,is

stillaworkinprogress.“See,initiallywhenwe
weregivenabriefforthepinkball;twothings
wereverycritical.Onewasthattheballshould
retainthecolour for80overssothatvisibility
isnotanissueunderlights.Theotherthingwas
thattheballshouldhavetheseamandoverall
playability likearedball, likehowaredball is
able to last 80overs inaTestmatch. So those
were the twomainparameterswewere ini-
tiallytargetingforandthathasbeenachieved,”
Anandsaid,adding:“WhetheritisJoeRootor
theIndianteamplayers,theyhaveraisedit(the
issue)andnowwearegoingtoaddressit.”
At a recent press conference,

Ravichandran Ashwinmentioned how the
odds have been stacked in favour of the
bowlers inpink-ballcricket. “If yougivea lit-
tlebitof favourstackedtowardsthebowlers,
this iswhatmight happen.When there is a
littlebitofadvantagetothebowlers,whereit
swingsmore or seamsmore, themargin of
error for thebatter isso little.”
At thesametime,headmittedthat famil-

iaritywiththepinkballwillhelpplayersadapt
better.“Youplaymoreandmoreandgetused
toit, theplayersaregoingtoadaptbetter.”

Batsmen found thepink-ball,which
skidded faster, difficult tonegotiate. The
straighteroneaccounted for amajority
ofwickets. BCCI

Ashwini-Satwik
beatWorldNo8
BASEL: IndianWorldNo19pairofAshwini
Ponappa and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
scored anupsetwin over second seeded
Indonesians Hafiz Faizal and Gloria
Widjaja at the Super 300 Swiss Open
mixed doubles event on Tuesday. They
beat the higher ranked pair,World No 8,
21-18,21-10in38minutes.Breakingaway
at16-all intheopeningsetofRound1,the
Indianswererelentless,wrappingupthe
second in double quick time at St
Jakobshalle. ENS

SaniareturnstoWTA
circuitwithwininDoha
DOHA:SaniaMirzamadeawinningreturn
totheWTAcircuitassheandherSlovenian
partner Andreja Klepac beat Ukrainians
NadiiaKichenok andLyudmylaKichenok
to reach the doubles quarterfinals of the
QatarTotalOpen. The Indo-Slovenianpair
won 6-4 6-7(5) 10-5 against the duo of
Kichenok and Kichenok in the opening
roundof theWTA500tournament. PTI

Crickettakesaback
seat inIPL:Steyn
KARACHI:SouthAfricapacegreatDaleSteyn
hasclaimedthatcrickettakesabackseatat
the Indian Premier League, insisting that
money isgivenmore importance than the
game in the lucrative T20 tournament.
Justifyinghis on-and-off IPL career, Steyn
saidthiswasoneof thereasonshehadnot
featuredregularlyintheworld'sbiggestfran-
chise-basedT20tournament. "Ithinkwhen
yougototheIPL, therearesuchbigsquads
andsomanybignamesandsomuchem-
phasisonmaybetheamountofmoneyplay-
ersearnandeverything like that, sosome-
times, somewheredown the line, cricket
getsforgotten,"saidSteyn,whowaspartof
theRCBsquadinthelastIPLheldintheUAE.
In January this year, Steynannounced that
heisoptingoutoftheIPL2021butwillplay
otherleaguesaroundtheworld. Steyn'sde-
cisioninfluencedRCBtoreleasehimahead
oftheIPL2021auction. Steynhasplayed95
IPLmatches, pickingup97wicketswitha
bestof 3 for8. But theSouthAfrican's re-
peated injurybreakdownsdidn't helphis
causeashejustfeaturedin12IPLmatchesin
thelastthreeseasons. PTI
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